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2 Res Ce POR 


| 


To fully appreciate an oil painting we find that we must step back from the 
paintingand get a perspectiveso that we may understand the picture that the painter 
has spread on the canvas before us. In like manner we study the picture drawn by 
historiansand learn of the people and their way of life and also the events that gov- 
erned their actions and their emotions in the early days of our country. 

We are concerned with the history of the First Presbyterian Church of Stras- 
burg, Pa., and the people of this area. 

We will look at this area as the geographical lines become fixed. 

We will note how and when the roads came into existence and their effect on 
this area and the country at large. 

The period when the people of this area felt the need of churches. 

How religion and education came hand in hand. 

Our rich Presbyterian heritage and some of the men responsible for it. 

How this area participated in the various wars. 

How the economy suffering many panicsand setbacks came through and could 
be depended upon. 

The information used has been gained through research of reliable sources. 

Things were not classifiedin the early days as they are today and many events 
we have to consider from the standpoint of being a member of the State, County or 
Township group. 


Ne tee ee 


It takes very little timeand effort today to trace the route of a contemplated 
tripon one of our fine road maps. In a matterof minutes we know what roads or turn- 
pikes we will use. Also the construction of these roads and those in process of con- 
struction. 

Perhaps we will see how fortunate we are if we look back to the beginning of 
the eighteenth century when most of our state was a wilderness. Travel between 
villages, towns and cities was made over Indian and fur trappers’ trails, and often 
proved a dangerous and a very tiring experience. 

Lancaster History Vol. 73 tells us "than an Indian fur trader by the name of 
Peters is credited with starting many of the country roads in Lancaster County as he 
traded with the Indians on his way from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh and points in bet- 
ween." 

The Old Indian trail originating near New Castle, Delaware, and leading 
into West Chester, Pa., then on to the Gap and thenin analmost straight line through 
Strasburg to Indiantown on Turkey Hill, now in Manor Township, was widened by the 
Provincial Government intoa King's Highway and was known for years as the Cones- 
toga Road. Dr. Klein tells us "that this road came into existence about 1714." This 
was the only such road hereabouts at that time and the only road between Lancaster 
and Philadelphia. 

The traffic on this road became very heavy and continued so for about forty 
years. Conestoga freighters, stage coaches and other traffic overflowed the dusty 
road. The bellson the harness of the Conestoga's horses would tell the traffic coming 
in the opposite direction to pull out when they saw a good solid piece of ground, so 
they might pass, or they might find themselves hub deep in a mud hole. No doubt at 
first Strasburg consisted of a "Publick House or Ordinary" and a house or two but as 
traffic increased and Strasburg and West Chester were the main stops on the road, 
houses increased as people earned their livlihood catering to the people who travel- 
edand the vehicles onthe road. These years were Strasburg's Heyday and continued 
to be until what we know as the Old Philadelphia Pike came into use. 

A Committee from Lancaster County petitioned the Provincial Congress in 
1730 to be permitted to build a shorter route to Philadelphia. This petition was grant- 
ed and in 1733 the surveyors did a course from the court house in Lancaster to the 
Conestoga Creek and then turned left at Bridgeport and continued until they arrived 
at the Chester County lineat Compassville. The surveyors lodged at the Bird in Hand 
Inn. The History of Old Leacock tells us that this road was not completed in 1740 
when that church was built. 

The road which we know as Route #30 was the first turnpike in the United 
States. It was built at a cost of $465,000, and was finished on April 9, 1792. E&E 

The spot on route #30 where it crosses the Conestoga Creek was known as 
Deering's Ford. "During the Revolutionary war it was almost always thronged by the 
passage of wagon trains and herds of cattle destined to the Army Quarter Master, 
marching and returning troops and other military movements. Here the American 
Congress forded the water in 1777 when it hastily moved from Philadelphia to York 
via Lancaster, holding one session at Lancaster." W. U. Hensel. 

"Abram Witmer built this stone bridge in 1795. He obtained a charter to 
charge tolls until such times as the bridge was paid for. It never paid. The County 
bought it from his heirs in 1817\for $58,444.41." Dr. Klein. 

In 1724 there were but three counties in Pennsylvania; Philadelphia, Bucks 
and Chester whichhad been surveyed in 1682. Chester, the largest of the three, ex- 
tended as far west as Penn's grants did and was bounded on the North and West by 
Indian lands. What we know as Lancaster County was included in Chester County 
until 1729 when surveyors marked the boundary lines. Justice had often been de- 
feated by the length of time it took to have a case brought before the Courts in Chester. 

Some townships were laid out in 1729 as was Leacock of which Strasburg and 
the surrounding territory was a part. There are no records as to just what date Stras- 
burg Township was organized. 


Samuel Evans tells us "Strasburg Township was probably organized in 1730." 

Jacob Hildebrand states, "when townships were organized Strasburg was ignor- 
ed. | have neverbeen able to findany legal or court records showing when the legal 
boundaries were defined." 

Walter Franklin tells us that "Strasburg Township was carved out of Leacock 
in 759." 

The early grants of land concerning Strasburg are as follows: 

"Land west of Jackson Street in Strasburg was included in the original purchase 
made by the Rev. Hans Herr in October 1710. This tract contained 6400 acres and 
extended as far west as Willow Street." 26 

"Mary Warenbauer (Mary Ferree) took out a warrant for 2000 acres of land in 
New Strasburg. Although she appeared before the commission in 1712 the patent wasn't 
issued until 1733. The graveyard was placed in the exact center of the tract. Mary 
Warenbauer was the wife of a silk weaver by the name of John Ferree in the town of 
Lindau, France, not far from the river Rhine. They were Calvinists and felt the full 
force of the religious persecution raging. While troops were murdering his friends in 
town, Ferree gathered a few things together and fled with his wife and children to 
the neighborhood of Strasburg where they remained two years. He died in Germany. 
His widowand children came to Americain 1709. Isaac Le Fevre, a Calvanist, came 
with them as all of his family had been killed. He married Catharine Ferree, one 
of the daughters, and their child, Daniel, was the first white childborn in Lancaster 
County." E&E 

Judge Landis tells us that "Mary Ferree built her log house at a spring near 
the township bridge crossing the stream on the road to Intercourse." 

"When Mary Ferree arrived in Beaver Valley she was met by Beaver, the chief 
of the tribe, and inhabited thatsection of the countryat that time. Beaver gave them 
the use of his wigwam. On the following day he introduced herand her party to King 
Tanawa who resided on the Great Flats. Tanawa knew Wm. Penn and was chief of 
the five Nations and was always friendly to white settlers. King Tanawa's remains 
with those of his tribe are buried on what is known as Lafayette Hill and is now used 
as a burying ground by the All Saints Episcopal Church." E&E 

In 1711 Peter Taylor bought 1000 acres of land upon which a large portion of 
Strasburg Borough now stands. The balance of his tract lies to the South and East. 

In 1719 Jas Logan, Provincial Secretary,in a letter to Surveyor John Taylor, 
pointed out that all but a few points were takén up along Pequea Creek. 

In these days many nations of the world arestruggling for their independence, 
just as we did in the early part of the eighteenth century. It was necessary then for 
a rifle to be a part of every man's equipment wherever he went. To the fields, to 
church or on errands of any kind, and it stood very handy in the home. 

Christians always get together wherever they are for Bible reading, prayer 
and praise, as did the colonists. 

The New York Times in 1959 states "that documents have been found in London 
telling of the church feuds in the thirteen colonies." The Episcopalian minority at the 
time under the Bishop of England faced much opposition from the Presbyterians and 
Quakers. In 1698 one missionary wrote to the Bishop of London that he had gone from . 
Jamaica to Philadelphia in the hope of finding "ye same laws as in the other of his 
Majesty's plantations." He accused the Quaker justice of being violent against all 
that are not Quakers even unto death, especially in the New England states. 

Samuel Johnston wrote in 1765and said "that the state of religion in America 
was that the Congregationalists have established themselves law without any regard 
to the King's supremacy in matters of religion." 

Very few of the early churches kept any records and we are dependent upon 
records left by Frank Hart which he arrived at from conversations with the only re- 
maining charter member, Miss Harriet Charles, then in her nineties. Other inform- 
ation you will find acknowledged as we write it and in the back of the book. 


The Newcastle Presbytery records that Adam Boyd, a native of Ireland, came 
to New England in 1722-23 and wasa friendof Cotton Mather. He was later received 
in Newcastle Presbytery in 1724 and was sent to the Upper Octorara (Parkesburg) 
and Pikquae (Pequea) to organize congregations in those places and was called as 
Pastor and ordained on Oct. 13, 1724 at Acrerara (Octorara). His territory then 
would now cover Upper Octorara, Middle Octorara, Pequea, Leacock, Bellevue, 
Paradise, Strasburg and Donegal. In 1731 Pequea shared one-sixth of his time and 
this continued until the close of his pastorate. Pequea is supposed to have been an 
outpost in those days with its western preaching station inthe vicinity of Old Leacock 
Church. The work of ministers in those days we can see was that of a Missionary, 
always caring for many preaching stations held in the winter in homes and in summer 
inthe open, with a small platform for the minister, sometimes standingon a couple of 
treesand the congregation sitting on felled trees or on the ground, and later under a 
tent. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg, Pa., traces its ancestry to Old 
Leacock and Pequea Presbyterian Churches, from whom we receive a very rich heri- 
tage indeed. 

Mr. Jacob Beam, cousin of Miss Annie Beam, a fine workerin ourown church, 
in his article "The Oldest Families and the American Revolution" states "the first re- 
cords of Old Pequea were made by the Rev. Joseph Barr as pastor in 1823. In Penn- 
sy! vania the desirable lands near Philadelphia already occupied by the Quakers were 
not for the Irish who were influenced to go elsewhere, and shoved off to these land 
frontiers and borders, then outposts against the Indians. They were adaptable to 
every circumstance. They held closely together, were clannish to a degree and mar- 
ried mostly among themselves. Presbyterians settled equally in Pequea and Mill 
Creek valleys. BenjaminFranklin in his weekly newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette 
of January 28, 1762 states: "The managers of the Leacock Presbyterian Lottery find 
themselves under the Disagreeable Necessity of postponing the Drawing of said Lottery 
until the first Tuesday of March next, as the severity of the weather will not permit 
to draw sooner; at which time the Public may be assured the Drawing of said Lottery 
will begin at the house of Mr. Robert Clinch. (Mr. Clinch kept the Duke of Cum- 
berland Tavern in the neighborhood. ) 

In the early days the Presbyterians had no boundaries and the First Donegal 
Presbytery states that while contention was rife religious work pushed on. Ministers 
were sent to the headwaters of the Shenandoah and James Rivers to convey the Gospel 
to the back parts of Virginia. West. 

Before 1710 the Welsh settled in Chester County justover the Welsh Mountains 
from Pequea. They organized the Great Valley prseietion Church on Swedesford 
Road, Paoli. 

Also from Leacock's History, nothing but a winding rock studded horse path 
through the woods joined the Pequea church with its West End Members. It was a 
tedious and sometimes dangerous journey to attend services under these conditions. 
Leacock residents petitioned Presbytery several times to be permitted to build a 
church at the West End and were pat off. She petitioned Synod in 1773. It died in 
Committee. Finally Presbytery appointed representatives from both groups to talk 
the matter over. They decided that all Presbyterians living within a radius of five 
miles of Pequea Church should attend that place of meeting. 

Also, that no house of worship should be erected within ten miles of Pequea 
lest if prove detrimental to the congregation. The Leacock petition called for build- 
ing theirchurch seven miles from Pequea. Two "indifferent" chain carriers were em- 
ployed to measure the ten mile distance set by the Presbytery. Apparently they travel - 
ed over the wooded trail joining the two churches. Trees were notched at the ends of 
the ten miles and the "indifferent" men returned to their homes probably confident 
that their "indifferent" measurement was to settle a serious difference. The West 
Enders went ahead with the plans they must have hadall the time. Ignoring the notched 
trees they built their house of worship seven miles from the Pequea Church. Without 
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the permission of Synodand contrary to the rules of the Presbytery, the Leacock Church 
was founded. However when the Synod next met in 1740 it was decided to suspend 
hearings on the matter and give the official blessing to the infant church. 

Leacock installed it's first pastor in 1751. The Rev. Robert Smith accepted 
the call sharing his time with Pequea. It was during his pastorate that the present 
building was erected. The history of Robert Smith and his work will be found later 
in this book. 

The original churchat Leacock was of logsas wereall churches in those days. 
Most of them had dirt floors and some used stone in the aisles. Many had no stoves 
as it was against their religious principles to pamper oneself. Pews usually had very 
high backs so minds could not go wandering during theservice. Churches were usually 
built in this era with two doors at the front and two at the back in case of Indian 
attacks. Pulpits were usually high against the wall or on a platform where steps led 
up to them. Very few churches used any paint. Walls were sometimes whitewashed. 
In many churches tokens were passed out to the members who merited taking com- 
munion. These tokens were made of leather or what material came to hand. Minis- 
ters received their salaries in wheat or other grain, hemp, tobacco, or anything that 
the members would bring in. 

Early Presbyterians took no other church as a model. The book of Psalms was 
used in praise of Godas that only appointed of Godand consequently the only proper 
one. 


In 1740, the year that the Old Leacock Church was built, the "Great Awaken- 
ing" was in progress. This was the great Evangelistic Revival started by Jonathan 
Edwards in the New England States and taken overby George Whitefield, an English 
Methodist, when he arrived onourshores. A new freedomstirred in the hearts of men, 
wherever Mr. Whitefield preached. At this time the American colonies were bitterly 
divided by sectarianism. 

Mr. Whitefield was a young man witha fine personality, a great resonant voice 
and he worked withall denominations making appeals for orphanages and other public 
institutions wherever he went. Farmersdropped plows in the fieldsand rode horseback 
to hear him whenever they heard he was coming anywhere near to preach. "Preaching 
from the Court House steps in Philadelphia, his voice was heard by the twenty thousand 
who came to hear him speak." Benjamin Franklin. Benjamin Franklin was aclose 
friend of Whitefield but wasn't converted. Opinions were divided wherever he went. 
Churches split in two, one half of the congregation worshiping one place and the 
other half in the church. His doctrines caused the split and they were known as the 
old side and the new side. 

Mr. Whitefield preached at Pequea and Leacock where the congregations were 
split. "John Houston and others withdrew from Pequea and built a separate church, 
school and Session House. This division lasted until 1758." W. U. Hensel. 

Benjamin Franklin states, "After Whitefield had been here sometime, no matter 
where you walked along the streets of Philadelphia in the evening, there wasn't a 
square that you didn't see and hear the families gathered together in their parlors 
singing hymns." 

Some people were so wrought up emotionally that they died. Mr. Whitefield 
came to America seven times preaching from Maine to Georgiaand across the breadth 
of the land. He died in this country on September 30, 1770, in Newburyport, Mass. 
and is buried under the Georgian Church there. 

Pequea had many efficient ministers but the Rev. Robert Smith DD was the 
most distinguished of them all. He served bothat Pequeaand Leacock. Many of his 
sermons were printed and circulated in other countries. 

The Presbyterians in Pequea established an elementary school as early as 1724. 

The Rev. Robert Smith was born in Londonderry, Ireland, and was converted 
when he was fifteen by the Rev. Geo. Whitefield. He was installed in the Pequea 
Church on March 25, 1751. He opened a school in a small stone building near his 


church at Pequea. The only language allowed to be spoken in the schoolroom was 
Latin. It was from this school that the Rev. Stanhope Smith, his son, became Presi- 
dent of Hampden Sidney College and later became the second President of the Col- 
lege of N. J. (Princeton University) following the Rev. John Witherspoon DD*LLD; 
whose daughter he married. Another son, the Rev. John B. Smith followed his brother 
as President of Hampden Sidney College and later became President of Union College 
of N.Y. Dr. John McMillan another graduate of the school, founded Jefferson Col- 
lege. 

"The Rev. Robert Smith DD was Moderator of the General Assembly 1790- 
1791. He was one of the Founders of the College of New Jersey and continued on 
the Board the rest of his life. He made these trips to Princeton from Pequea on horse- 
back and was found daed on the way home from his last board meeting." W. U. Hensel 

"During the Revolutionary War, the Rev. John Witherspoon brought his family 
up to Pequea to Robert Smith's home for the duration of the war." W. U. Hensel 

"When the division of churches and Presbyteries was united in 1758, Robert 
Smith was asked to preach the sermon, "A Wheel Within a Wheel." West Minster. 

"Robert Smith and John Roan were asked by Presbytery to appeal to the Court 
of Quarter Sessions with reference to proof of Sabbath unnecessary driving and jour- 
neys in carriages." West Minster. 

At this point we should honor another great Presbyterian whom we should know 
about, not living in our locality, but whose work effected the whole Presbyterian 
Church, 

The Rev. Wm. Tennant was born inlreland in 1673. He emigrated to America 
and landed in Philadelphia in 1718 with his wife, four sons and a daughter. The 
Synod of Philadelphia received himin 1718 and he accepteda charge at the Neshaminy 
Church in 1726. Seeing the need of a school for his sons and others in which young 
men might acquire requisite qualifications for the ministry he established the Log 
Cabin College of Neshaminy. 

Whitefield, who visited this school, said to a friend in 1740, "I rejoice that 
you have been to Neshaminy." | can say of Mr. Tennant and his brethren as David 
did of Goliath's sword, "None like them." Mr. Tennantdied in Neshaminy in 1745. 
The Rev. Richard Webster wrote, "To Wm. Tennant isowingthe prosperity and enlarge- 
ment of the Presbyterian Church. He had the rare gift of attracting to him youth of 
genius and worth, imbuing them with his beautiful spirit and sending them forth sound 
in faith, burning with zeal and unsurpassed as instructors and successful preachers." 
His sons Gilbert, Charles, John and William were all fine ministers. 

"The Log Cabin College at Neshaminy, Wm. Tennant's private institution was 
the incentive to more combined effort, and was the pioneer of the Newark Academy 
and the Philadelphia and Nassau Colleges." W. U. Hensel. 

"The Log Cabin at Neshaminy founded in 1728 by the Rev. Wm. Tennant, a 
graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, was famous for its Theological teaching 
and became in after years the justly famed Princeton College." Dr. Klein. 

"In 1743 the New London Academy was taken careof by the Synod, and Francis 
Allison had charge of it until he removed to Philadelphia to take charge of a school 
whichin 1755 became the University of Philadelphia nowknown as the University of 
Pennsylvania." Dr. Klein. 

During the heavy traffic on the Conestoga Road, no doubt, there were many 
people who attended the Leacock Church. It was just about six miles from Strasburg. 
But after the traffic swerved to the more direct and better roads there were many 
reasons for people to move elsewhere, probably the most important seeking other 
employment. 

When the Rev. Jos. Barr became Pastor of Leacock in 1823 there weren't too 
many members left still living in Strasburg. ) 

Historians have wondered why Strasburg had no churches during the great days 
of the Old Conestoga Road. Of course that wasan era when people dida lot of walk- 


ing. Not every family had a team. One of our ministers who had accepted a united 
call from Mt. Nebo Churchand our church would walk to Mt. Nebo, preach a sermon 
and walk back. Probably members of other churches living here kept their member- 
ships in the churches of their youth in order to keep contact with their old friends 
and relatives. 


MENNONITE CHURCH 


The History of the Middle Octorara Church tells us, "Two of our oldest Elders 
James Hutchison and Wm. Fulton informed me at my settlement that in the days of 
their Fathers, not only would the youth of this congregation cheerfully walk five or 
six miles to the place of worship but it was quite common for the Oxford congregation 
to go up to Octorara to worship. Rising early on the Sabbath morning, attending to 
necessary domestic duties, they then would walk twelve miles, and some of them more, 
in time for the public service to worship here with their Fathers; listen patiently and 
lovingly to the sermons and then walk home again." 

"The Mennonites met just outside of town, at first at the home of John Herr, 
grandson of Hans Herr, who when he built his farmhouse, planned the second floor 
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as a meeting place for the Mennonites. They worshipped there until 1804 when they 
built a stone meeting house on the ground where their fine red brick meeting house 
stands today." 26. John Herr's farm, which we know as belonging to the late Charles © 
Mumma until a few years ago, lay next to John and Esther Homsher's farm at that 
time. 

"John Herr, believing ashis Father, differed in their views with the Mennonite 
Churchhere, andoften assembled with others to read the scripturesand converse about 
them. After they became convinced that real fellowship existed among them they 
organized the Reformed Mennonite Church. Longenecker's Church was their first 
church." 26. 

"The Old Dutch Church organized in 1754 stood at the intersection of route 
896 and the road which leads down to Iva, and served both the Lutheran and Reformed 
congregations until the Reformed congregation built their own church at New Pro- 
vidence in 1796." 26. 


ae 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 


"The Lutherans started to build their church in Strasburg and laid the corner- 
stone in 1806 but the church was not completed and dedicated until 1816." 26. 

We have been told that the Amish sect settled in Lancaster County in 1810. 
From the first the people in one area met and worshipped in one of the member's homes. 
Thus, the title of House Amish. Later,some of the members feeling thesneed of more 
modern methods to further their business interests shortened their beards, builta church 
to worship in, started to use electricity, automobiles and etc. 

"During the Revolutionary War the Methodist Bishops lost favor and went back 
to England. The Rev. Francis Asbury, a Methodist minister, remained and was made 
a Bishop in 1784. He came to Strasburg in 1791 and preached a sermon at a respect- 
able tavern here. In 1795 he organized the Methodist Church. Their first church 
was built on S. Decatur St., now occupied by the Sweigart and Mitchell families. 
It was soon evident that the church was toosmall to accomodate the growing congre- 
gation and in 1839 they built the church where the present one stands." 26. 

The Methodists sold their first church to the United Brethren who held services 
there until 1861 when they sold it to the Good Templars who improved and enlarged 
itand converted it into Temperance Hall. Laterit became the Y. M. C.A., and later 
was owned jointly by the Methodists and Presbyterians. Many suppers and entertainments 
were held. Later it was sold and the two churches shared the proceeds. 


METHODIST CHURCH 


In 1832 there were only a few members of Old Leacock still living in Stras- 
burg. The Rev. Jos. Barr, Pastor of Leacock, was faithful to them and conducted 
services about once a month in the Lutheran Church here. Mr. Barr was requested 
to hold Evangelistic services, which he did, and nineteen persons madea public con- 
fession. 

On November 21, 1832, these nineteen persons met with the three Leacock 
members at the home of Wm. Russel. An appropriate sermon was preached by Mr. 
Barr after which necessary steps were taken to organize the English Presbyterian of 
Strasburg, Pa. Wm. Russel and Davis Shirk were unamiously elected to the Eldership. 

November 26, 1832 the congregation met and after a suitable sermon, the 
chosen Elders were regularly ordained and installed. 


December 15, 1832 the Session met and received into membership of the church » 


the nineteen persons who already had made their confession of faith. Seven of them 
were baptized. They also received by letter the three members from Leacock Church 
making twenty-two. 

December 5, 1832, the Presbytery met at West Chester, Pa. at which meeting 
the Bellevue Presbyterian Church and the English Presbyterian Church of Strasburg 
were received by the Presbytery. 

December 16, 1832, the congregation met for service and after the sermon 
and baptism, the Sacrement of the Lord's Supper was administered for the first time 
to the congregation. 


The Rev. Jos. Barr continued to preach every four weeks in St. Michael's 


Lutheran Church on Sunday afternoons. One Sunday afternoon in May, 1833, they 
had congregated at the church for services when they found the door locked, and 
thereafter worshipped in the different homes. 

During these six months the congregation increased in numbers and a flourish- 
ing Sunday School was being conducted. They continued to worship in the homes 
during the Summer and Fall; the Rev. Samuel Dickey preaching for them. By July 6 
their number had increased to thirty-nine. They felt inspired to build a house of 
worshipand procured the land where the present church stands from Mr. & Mrs. Davis 
Shirk on July 25, 1833. "Conveyed to the Trustees of the English Presbyterian Church 
of Strasburg, Pa., in trust for the congregation and their successors forever." The 
cost of the land was twenty-five dollars, probably just paying for the transfer. 

In business-like manner they started to build. The Trustees, Jacob Bower, 
Francis Little, and Henry Aumont. The bricks were supplied by Mr. David Wiley 
from his brick kiln south of the Borough. Mr. Daniel Holl was the contractor and 
builder. They continued to worship inprivate homes until the dedication of the new 
churchon Christmas day 1833. The occasion was one of joy and sorrow as in front of 
the pulpitin a coffin lay a child whose parents were members of the church. On the 
same day a funeral and a dedication! 

The people were courageous to think of building at this timeas historians tell 
us that the economy of the country had been at low ebb since Alex. Hamilton's Bank- 
ing System had been discontinued. Banks issued their own currency and were not as 
conservative as they should have been in its distribution. The country was flooded 
with worthless currency. "Things weren't worth a Continental." Panic and inflation 
existed. Many people went back to the Barter system. These conditions existed until 
Congress passed the National Banking Law in 1863. 

The names of the charter members of the church are: 


Aument, Fannie Girvin, Samuel Shirk, Charles 
Aument, Henry Linville, Jas. Shirk, David 
Bower, Samuel Little, Francis Shirk, Mark 
Bower, Elizabeth Mackey, Mary Shirk, Davis 
Bower, Samme Mc Coy, Rachel Shirk, Susan 
Charles, Harriet Markley, John Smith, Barbara 
Charles, Jane Ann Messenkope, Elizabeth Smith, Martha 
Charles, Margaret Messenkope, Mary Staumberger, Catharine 
Clark, Ann Musselman, Ann Stehman, Elizabeth 
Ferguson, Jane Russel, Wm. Stonberger, Barbara 
Frazer, Mary Shand, Robert Waters, Christiana 
Frazer, Hannah Shanes, Susan Wiley, David 
Frazer, Angelica Shirk, Amelia Wiley, Sarah Ann 

MINISTERS 

1832-1833 


The Rev. Joseph Barr was bornat Newcastle, Delaware on December 4, 1791. 
He graduated from the University of Pennsylvaniain 1811. He studied Theology under 
the Rev. John E. Latta, and the Rev. Jas. P. Wilson D.D. On September 29, 1812 
he was licensed to preachby Newcastle Presbytery although not 21 years of age. He 
did Missionary work near Dover, Delaware. In 1816 he accepted a call and was or- 
dainedas Pastor of the Norristown and Lower Providence Pres. Churches. He organ-° © 
ized the Norristown Church and superintended the building of a fine brick church 
building, along with conducting the Norristown Academy. The Rev. Jos. Barr and 
Miss Sarah Forrester were united in marriage in October, 1815. He was an energetic 
and progressive young minister with a great amount of enthusiasm for his calling but 
not physically role to carry his plans out. In 1823 he accepted a united call from 
Leacock and Middle Octorara and was installed May 6, 1823. It was while he was 
Pastor at Leacock that he organized our church. He was released from Middle Octorara in 
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1844 and from Leacock in 1846, both an account of ill health. He returned to New 
Castle, Delaware. He died in Wilmington, May 24, 1854. 


1833-34 


The Rev. Samuel Dickey, Pastor of the Bellevue Church, supplied our congre- 
gation after Mr. Barr left. He was here when the church was dedicated, and until 


he left the Bellevue Church in 1834. 
1834 


The Rev. Jos. Barr again supplied our congregation fromMay until September 
1834. 


1834-1837 


The Rev. Alexander Nelson supplied our congregation from September 1834 
until 1837. Jas. Blair and Jacob Bower were elected Elders during this time making 
fourinall. Wm. Russel and Davis Shirk, the original Elders, still served. Jacob Bower 
served faithfully for 21 years when his health failed and thereafter made his home with 
the Rev. Edwin Bower, then Pastor of a church in New York state. Elder Bower was 
at one time Sunday School Supt., Trustee and Sexton. 


THE CHURCH AND SEXTONAGE 


1837-1847 


On April 4, 1837 we united with the Union Church in presenting a call io. 


the Licentiate David McCarter when Presbytery met at Bellevue Church; calling for 
one-half of his time. He accepted the calls and was ordained at the Union Church 
on June 13, 1837, and was installed. He was our Pastor until December 7, 1847 
when he was released. 

In 1838 he conducted aRevival when twenty-seven persons were added to the 
membership of our church. Mr. McCarter also conducted the Strasburg Academy, and 
many Sunday mornings the congregation was happy to have many of the students wor- 
ship with them. More of the Academy under Education. 
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1848-1853 


On April 19, 1848, when the Presbytery met at Wrightsville, our churchasked 
for one-fourth of the Rev. Solomon McNair's time who was then Pastorof the Middle 
Octorara Church. They consented and he was made stated supply and continued until 
April 20, 1853. Solomon McNair married Miss Frances Slaymaker, daughter of Jasper 
Slaymaker. 


1853-1859 


On October 5, 1853, when Presbytery metat Hopewell, calls were presented 
for the pastoral services of the Rev. Joseph Rittenhouse of the Presbytery of Raritan, 
N.J., from the Middle Octorara Church and our church. One-fourth of his time for 
our church, and three-fourth's for Middle Octorara. Mr. Rittenhouse was received 
November 10, 1853 and accepted these calls. He was installed at our church Nov- 
ember 10, 1853 from which he was released October 4, 1859. Our second Pastor. 


1860-1865 


The Rev. John Kugler came from Raritan, N.J. Presbytery, June 12, 1860. 
He was ordained and installed at a salary of $300 a year, supplemented by aid from 
the Board. Five years previous to his call the congregation had been without Elders. 
Therefore, in the first year of his pastorate, Dr. Josiah Martin and Dr. Isaac Walker 
were chosen andordained Elders. Now witha Pastor allof its ownand an Eldership, 
the congregation makes a new start. In four years the membership reached eighty, 
and the Sunday School 125. This man prepared for future growth and people showed 
theirappreciation of hisservices by presenting him with $62.00 to cover the expenses 
of amuch needed trip after aserious illness. On November 7, 1865, Mr. Kugler was 
released. Pew Rents were in existence. 


1866-1867 
The Rev. John McNairD.D. was a stated supply from January 28, 1865. He 


had been the Pastor of the First Pres. Church, of Lancaster and was a scholarly man, 
an eloquent and effective preacher. In the last month of his services, the congre- 
gation decided to raise his salary to $800 per year. This money was raised entirely 
by the congregation. Eighteen members were received during the year. Mr. Mc 
Nair wrote beautiful poems. He was prominentin revival workand took part in "The 


Awakening" at Chestnut Level in 1864. Mr. McNair died in January 27, 1867. 
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1867-1870 


The Rev. Henry Spayde was installed Beebe 17, 1867. He wasa young man 
and received asalary of $800a year. The congregation reached ahigher level during 
his pastorate. The membership at the beginning of his pastorate was 100 and rose to 
141 in two years, but fell the third yearto 111. At one timein this pastorate the con- 
gregation contributed to Foreign Missions, $89-Education, $97-Missions, $65. Mr. 
Spayde was released at the last Session of Donegal Presbytery at Union on April 12, 
1870. 

For a period of fifteen years there was a gradual decline in the condition of 
the church. For more than a year after Mr. Spayde's release the pulpit was vacant. 


1871-1878 


The Rev. R. K.M. Bayum was calledand accepted the call and was installed 
on October 4, 1871. During his pastorate the Presbytery advised that Mt. Nebo and 
our church should unite in one pastorate. During Mr. Bayum's pastorate there was a 
gradual falling off until there were fifty-five members, and fifty-five in the Sunday 
School. A very discouraging time for all. The congregation said that Mr. Bayum was 
very faithful and that he received many into the church; some of which were very 
faithful workers, but the additionsdid not equal the releases. Mr. Bayumserved until 
prevented by sickness which resulted in his death on June 26, 1878. 

During Mr. Bayum's illness the Rev. Howard Duffield D.D. pastor of the Lea- 
cock Church but later of the First Pres. of New York, was moderator of the Session. 
On July 16, 1878, our church was again urged by the Presbytery to seek a union with 
Mt. Nebo. Samuel Keneagy M.D. supplied the pulpit from the death of Mr. Bayum 
until November 1878. Some of our members today remember Dr. Keneagy as their 
physician. 


1878-1883 


The Rev. Ezra S. Heany supplied the pulpit from Nov. 1878. Mt. Neboand 
our church called him at Presbytery April 23, 1879. He was received the same day 
and accepted the calls. He was installed May 8, 1879. This pastorate was strenous 
work as Mr. Heany walked the distance between these two >0ints, twelve miles or more 
every Sunday. He began his pastorate with 55 members and ended with 40. Mr. 
Heany was released by Presbytery October 19, 1883. 


1883-1885 


The Rev. Eber W. Gaylord, Pastor of the Leacock Church supplied the pulpit 
from October 1, 1883, until December 1885. 


1885-1888 


The Rev. Solomon R. Schofield was received from the Presbytery of New Castle 
December 22, 1885. Presbytery placed in his hands a call from our church which he 
accepted and he wasiinstallad oh tHe sane day. Although an aged man he ministered 
to the congregation with great acceptance. His ministry was a transition period in 
our church. The gradual decline came to an endand the congregationheld its own, 
with no loss. Mr. Schofield was once Supt. of the schools in Elmira, N. Y.; also, 
Editor of the Farm Journal, Philadelphia, Pa. He was a man of wide experience with 
a storehouse of knowledge. He was a man of sincere faith and a great student of the 
Bible, who laid in this congregation a good foundation for the future. Mr. Schofield 
died March 19, 1888, and he lays inour cemetery. For one yearafter Mr. Schofield's 
death, Dr. Samuel Keneagy M.D. officiated in the Session. Dr. Josiah Martin con- 
ducted many of the services. From this time on the congregation has been making a 
gradual progress. 


1889-189] 


Inthe Spring of 1889 0ur church extendeda call totheRev. J. Oliver George 
of the Presbytery of Northumberland. He accepted the call and was received June 
12, 1889, and installed June 19, 1889. The membership increased toover 60. During 
his pastorate a much needed Session Book was started. In the last years of his pastor- 
ate plans for general improvements were formulated. Mr. George was released from 
Presbytery May 25, 1891. After some years Mr. George retired from the ministry 
andbecame a Veterinary Surgeon. Later he returned to Strasburg and made his home 
here and was heartily welcomedby the people. Without a pastor the people proceed to 
carry out the plans to renovate the church. 


1892-1899 


After a vacancy of a year, a call was extended to the Rev. David E. Giles 
of the Lehigh Presbytery. Mr. Giles was received by the Presbytery June 22, 1892, 
andaccepted the call. He wasinstalledas Pastor the same day. There were additions 
and changes that madea slight increase in the membership, during his pastorate. He 
was released from the pastorate April 11, 1899. 


1899-1915 


The Rev. Samuel D. Manifold of Chanceford was received under the care of 
Westminster Presbytery. He was received by the Presbytery April 10, 1893, and was 
licensed Sept. 27, 1898. In the Fall of 1899 we issued a call for Mr. Manifold's 
pastoral services. This call was presented at Presbytery September 19, 1899, and 
was accepted by Mr. Manifold. He was ordained and installed as pastor, October 
17, 1899. During his pastorate great progress was made in the development of the 
church in many ways. The church was incorporated June 19, 1907. The church was 
on the honor roll for having increased their offering for benevolences. 

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the Church held in November, 
1907, Mr. Manifold said, "After 75 years of labor and prayer on the part of the 
Fathers, shall we not expect the blessings of the Fathers to fall upon us inour day and 
generation?" 

At this time Dr. Isaac Walker had faithfully performed his duties as Elder for 
48 years; Elder Frank Hart for 28 years. These men served for many years with Dr. 
Josiah Martin who served 27 years as Elder and 39 years as Trustee. Mr. Martin col- 
lected money when it was needed for the Pastor's salary or any time that funds were 
lackingin paying for the normal functioningof the Church. He was active in Sunday 
School and conducted many of the services after the death of Mr. Schofield. 

Mr. Manifold felt the need of a rest and he and his wife went to his parents' 
home near Woodbine, York County. He suffered fromnervous prostration and inthe 
year 1915 passed away. A great loss. Dr. D. R. Workman and the Rev. G. W. Ely, 
who had installed him, had charge of the funeral services at the Chanceford Presby- 
tery Church where he was buried. Sixty members of our congregation attended the 
services. 


1915-1918 


Soonafter the deathof Mr. Manifold the Church extended acall to Licentiate 
Robert W. Baskerville. He was received by the Presbytery June 18, 1915. On July 
20, 1915, he accepted the call. He was installed and ordained the same day. He 
was released October 29, 1918. 


1918-1931 
Inthe Spring of 1919 a call was extended to the Rev. David Elder Craighead 


of the Presbytery of Columbia. Mr. Craighead was received in Presbytery of West- 
minster April 8, 1919, and accepted the call. He was installed May 1, 1919, in our 
church. The pastorate was dissolved April 20, 1931, upon the Pastor's resignation. 
Mr. Craighead was a great Bible Student. The Craigheads moved to California where 
Mr. Craighead died. Their son David, is an organistand teaches music in Rochester, 
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1932-1947 


The Rev. Henry W. Miller receiveda call fromour church on January 1, 1932, 
and accepted same. Mr. Miller wasborninTreverton, Pa. and attended public school 
and the "School for Civil War Veteran's Children" from which he graduated at the 
age of sixteen. The family then moved to Shamokin and Mr. Miller worked in the 
coal mines until 1894. He was tutored and prepared for college. Graduated from 
Franklinand Marshall College in 1900. Graduated from Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary in 1903. 

Mr. Miller was pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Bridgeville, Delaware, 
and Light Street Presbyterian Church of Baltimore, Md. — During the latter pastorate, 
he married Miss Jean Armstrong of Darby, Pa., who died leaving one son, J. Arm- 
strong Miller. In May 1915 Mr: Miller married Miss Iphigenia McGill of Baltimore, 
Md. Of this marriage there was one child, J. Franklin Miller, an Elder in our 
church. After this pastorate Mr. Miller accepted a call from the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Harrisburg, Pa. From this church he came to us on January 1, 1932. 
The people of our church loved the Millers. Mrs. Miller was very active in young 
people's work, organizing the Westminster Fellowship. She had charge of the Junior 
Missionary Society and taught several different classes in Sunday School. She was 
also active in all the Ladies Societies. Mrs. Miller has been a great asset to the 
church. Mr. Miller preached fifty years with the work done duringhis seminary years 
and during his retirement. Mr. Miller retired October 1, 1947. Mr. Miller died 
January 19, 1952, of a coronaryocclusion. Mrs. R. K. Mowery says, "Mr. Miller's 


preachingand his life were characterized by deep spirituality and humility. To preach | 


and tell the Gospel of Christ was to him a great responsibility and privilege." Mr. 
Miller is survived by his widow and two sons as noted and five grandchildren. 
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1948-1953 


Supplies filledour pulpit untila call was extended to the Rev. Raymond Mut- 
hard. He accepted the call and was installed May 1, 1948. Mr. Muthard was born 
in Slatington. He spent most of his life in Allentown, Pa. He was graduated from 
Schuylkill Seminary, now Albright College. He served the Presbyterian Church at 
Atco, N. J. while attending Princeton Theological Seminary. During this pastorate 
the congregation built a new church, which was dedicated one Sunday and the fol- 
lowing Sunday Mr. Muthard was installed as the Pastor of the church. During this 
pastorate he married Miss Bella V. Harvey. He also was Pastor of the Parkhurst Mem- 
orial Presbyterian Church of Elkland, Pa., and the Forest Presbyterian Church of 
Lyons Falls, N.Y. from which church he came to us. 

During Mr. Muthard's pastorate the spiritual growth was apparent with the 
membership growing steadily. The Women's Ass'n. was organized, the Westminster 
Fellowship thriving and outstanding jin the Presbytery, the Sunday School growing 
and active. Mr. Muthard was Moderator of Donegal Presbytery during one term of 
his pastorate. It was duringhis pastorate that the Westminster Fellowship of the Pres- 
bytery sent an ambulance to Thailand. The $1900 was earned by this group by organ- 
izing a Choir led and accompanied by Mrs. Ganse. They visited and sang for the 
different churches in the Presbytery, receiving the offering at the service with which 
the entire cost of the ambulance was met. Mr. Muthard was respected by all. He 
preacheda fine sermon and was deeply interestedin the young people. Mr. Muthard 
died very suddenly of a coronary occlusion, July 18, 1953. Mrs. Muthard makes her 
home with her daughter in Canada. 


1954- 


The Rev. Frederick Lanan was born and reared in Norristown, Pa. Graduated 
from the Norristown High School in 1946, from Lafayette College in 1951, and from 
Princeton Theological Seminary in 1954. 

Mr. Lanan, a senior at Princeton Theological Seminary, preached a sermon 
in our church on May 2, 1954, as a candidate for the pastorate. Ata meeting held 
by the congregation immediately after the serviceand moderated by the Rev. George 
Shea, it was unanimously decided to extenda call to Mr. Lanan as our Pastor. After 
being examined by the Donegal Presbytery, the call was extended to himand accepted. 
i was ordained inourchurchon June 16, 1954, and began his ministry here immediate- 
y. 

"Inthe Autumn of 1954 the Session, recognizing the need for a more inclusive 
educational program, appointed a Christian Education Committee. It was through 
the suggestions of this committee that the Every-Home-Plan of Presbyterian Life was 
adopted; that the congregation has accepted the partial supportof Mr. George Curtis 
Conklinand when he was transferred this was transferred to the Rev. Dean Robert Ben- 
bower who took his place, a National Missionary, and that the Youth Budget Plan is 
really working. In addition to this, most of the preliminary planning for our new 
educational wing, completed in 1957, was done by this committee. 

Amid the change of our physical facilities, there has also been a change in 
our church government. At the Annual meeting of the Congregation in January 1955, 
a system of rotating Elders and Trustees was adopted. This requires an officer to sit 
off the board for a periodof one year after his term expires before becoming eligible 
for re-election. The plan has since become a part of the Constitution of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. A. 

Our church has had a period of rapid growth. Through the continuing work of 
the Men's Council, Women's Ass'n. and Westminster Fellowship, all newmembers are 
assisted in finding their places in the church. The service these organizations have 
rendered has been invaluable. 

What the future holds, only God himself knows. However, trusting in Him 
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for strength, wisdom and guidance we press on. Our work is not, and cannotbe com- 
plete, until we see the Lord again. With this hope before us and evidence of the 
Lord's work behind us, we confidently and gladly move ahead." The Rev. Fred L. 
Lanan. 


THE SESSION 


In the early years of the church the Session occupied a different position than 
what they do today. It was their duty if they considered one of the members doing 
something which they thought a Christian should not do, he was asked to meet with 
the Session at which time he was told of his erring ways. If this person was sorry, 
said so, and would promise to do better, he was forgiven. If he did not appear be- 
fore the Session or was not sorry for his sins he would be dropped from the church roll. 

In most of the Scotch churches tokens were distributed to those who were 
thought entitled to take communion. These tokens were made of leather, wood and 
sometimes metal. The members who did not receive these did not partake of com- 
munion. 


LIST OF OUR ELDERS 


William Russel 
Davis Shirk 

James Blair 
Jacob Bower 

Dr. Josiah Martin 
Isaac Walker 

Dr. Samuel Keneagy 
Frank P. Hart 
Joseph Draucher 
Sylvester L. Trout 
Amos Denlinger 
W. D. Chandler 
John A. Snyder 


R. Paul Long 
Maurice G. Rohrer 
B. N. Trout 


William Tinney, Dr. 
Milton H. Ranck 

B. Frank Stevens 
Harry C. Breckbill 

. Herbert Long 

. Warren Herr 

. Wade Gayley 

. Franklin Miller 

. Lloyd Barge 

Paul W. Hoover 
William T. Burkins 
Andrew M. Caldwell 
Albert H. Messner 
Levi G. Ohlinger 
Raymond F. Witmer 
John M. Ranck 

Fred A. Williams 
John A. Lantz 
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November 26, 1832 
November 26, 1832 
Date of election unknown. 
Date of election unknown. 
June 12, 1860 
June 12, 1860 
August 11, 186] 
August 11, 186] 
May 2, 1897 

May 2, 1897 
January, 1901 
February 1, 1903 
May 10, 1908 

May 1, 1910 

May 3, 1914 

May 2, 1916 

May 2, 1916 
October 5, 1919 
October 5, 1919 
May 2, 1922 

May, 1930 

May 5, 1935 

May 5, 1935 
October 3, 1948 
October 3, 1948 
October 3, 1948 
October 3, 1948 
January 22, 1956 
January 22, 1956 
January 22, 1956 
January 22, 1956 
January, 1958 
January, 1959 
January, 1959 


TRUSTEES 


In the early days of the church, male members of the church were lacking in 
numbers and many times the Board included in its membership men of the town who 
were not members of the church. In fact some of the most interested Trustees were 
such: 


Samuel P. Bower Esq. May 10, 1860 
Henry Aumont May 10, 1860 
Josiah Martin, Dr. May 10, 1860 
Wm. Spencer May 10, 1860 
Samuel Keneagy, Dr. May 10, 1860 
Jos. H. Le Fevre 1870 
Martin Kreider 1870 
E. M. Eberman 1871 
Josiah Brown 1871 
H. Frieland 1872 
Elam Girvin 1872 
Jacob Bachman 1882 
Martin Baughman 1883 
J. D. Chandler 1888 
J. D. Gonder 1888 
Newt. Stevens 1900 
Abram Denlinger 1906 
Paul Long 1908 
Milton H. Ranck 1909 
Maurice’ G. Rohrer 1909 
A. B. Denlinger 1909 
John Girvin 1910 
J. A. Meck 1910 
Chas. Metzler 1910 
Phares Stauffer 1910 
B. Frank Stevens 1912 
M. T. Weaver 1912 
B. N. Trout 1912 
E. D. Miller 1914 
Carl Breuninger 1915 
Elwood Kreider 1916 
H. C. Breckbill 1917 
J. W. Gayley 1917 
J. Warren Herr 1922 
R. E. Groh 1925 
B. Scott Fritz 1932 
M. Huber Hess 1932 
J. Lloyd Barge 1936 
Walter Breuninger 1937 
Robert C. Pontz 1943 
John A. Coyle 1943 
Robert Long 1946 
Albert H. Messner. 1951 
M., Fritz Hess 1956 
John W. Lantz 1956 
H. Le Roy Welk 1956 
Amos Wanner 1957 
Hebron Herr 1958 
Joseph Gonder 1958 


Earl Linton 1958 


Frank W. Herr 1959 

Robert C. Pontz 1959 

Ellis Bachman 1960 

S. Dale Kaufman 1960 
DEACONS 


The Board of Deacons was established at the Annual Congregational Meeting 
on January 21, 1959, on recommendation of the Session. The immediate duties of 
the Board as outlined by the Session were as follows: Visitation, Charities, Welfare 
Work, Ushering, contact with Servicemen and College students, preparation of the 
Communion Elements, display and distribution of literature, scheduling and oper- 
ating the Audio-Visual Equipment, and planning the annual reception for new mem- 
bersand the Sunday School Picnic. Each member of the Board was nameda committee 
of one to work on these responsibilities. 

Our Deaconsare Mrs. John E. Homsher, Mrs. Paul W. Hoover, Mrs. M. Fritz 
Hess, Levi G. Ohlinger, Jay M. Risser, H. LeRoy Welk, with the Rev. Frederick 
W. Lanan as Moderator. As Mr. Ohlinger became an active Elder his place was 
taken by A. Stanley Groff. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


This Committee makes recommendations to the Session for additions, replace- 
ments, etc. in the staff of our Sunday School and other church organizations. 

Suggestions carried out were the establishment of a Church School Library, 
the organization of a Couple's Club and a Junior High Youth Fellowship, and the 
installation of the Faith and Life Curriculum. 

This committee had charge of the Preliminary planning of the New Educational 
Building and did a very good job. 

~ In Frank Hart's Reminescences we read there was a flourishing Sunday School. 
In 1872 this enrollment dropped to 55. 

Milton H. Ranck has been the Sunday School Superintendent for over fifty 
years, and Elder since 1919, a Trustee since 1909 and Treasurer of the church for as 
long. Mr. Ranck remembers that the Sunday School attendance when he started was 
65. Miss Louise Echternach, Secretary for over forty years says her records show that 
the enrollment in 1920 was less than 100, and is now 261. 

Mr. Ranck reminisces: 

"In the early years the collections were not over a hundred dollars a year 
divided between the Home and Foreign Missions after the needs of the school had been 
taken care of. By 1927 our receipts were over $500 and after our need expenditures 
the balance was sent to the various Mission Boards. The Children's and Rally Day 
offerings went tothe Boards. We paid trolley fare for pupils attending Daily Vacation 
Bible School. 

In 1906all the classes met in the church with the exception of the little ones 
who gathered in the Spencer Chapel. It is hard to understand how we were able to — 
carry on, but wedid. In 1938 we started planning for the present Assembly Hall, then 
called the Educational Building, which was completed in 1939 ata cost of about 
$12,000.00. Our present Educational Building was completed in 1957. 

The Children always looked forward to the Sunday School Picnic, and the time 
of which| am speaking, automobiles were fewand transportation was a problem. We 
had been going to Rocky Springs Park, which | remember as not being entirely satis- 
factory. We finally agreed to hold our picnics in Herr's meadow which now belongs 
to Herrbrothers. This meanta lot of work but we had a wondertul time and the children 
were more than pleased. Frank Musselman loaned us the lumber. Frank Stevens took 
his mules and wagon and hauled the lumber to the meadow where the men took over 
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and made tables, benches and other comforts for the picnickers. What wonderful 
times! Baskets were packed with enough food for two meals and then some. No one 
could have been hungry. At the end of the day when everyone was tired but happy 
and just as the sun was setting, we gave Thanks andheld a short service with the ripple 
of the creek as an accompaniment and went home to rest. Nowall the Borough's 
Sunday Schools join together at Long's Park which is the way it should be. During 
some of the war years we met in our meadow. 

It is important that a Sunday School have good teachers and we have some 
very fine ones. | should like to mention them by name, but | fear | might miss some. 
None can surpass Mrs. Roberta Mowery. She has often taken over the midweek Prayer 
Service at the request of the Pastor. Mrs. Mowery is still teaching her class at 91 
years of age. 

| would like to say aword about the Men's Bible Class. All through the years 
| have never been more thrilled in working for the Master than | am every Sunday 
morning in meeting with these faithful Christian gentlemen." 

The Sunday School is fortunate in having sucha fine group of loyal and dedi- 
cated people as its officials, leaders of the different departments and their teachers 
in carrying out the study of the Bible under the "Faith and Life Curriculum" project. 


DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


For many years the responsibility of the Strasburg Daily Vacation Bible School 
was completely borne by the Wesley Methodist Church. But in 1946 and 1947, Mary 
R. Hoover was invited by the Rev. Wilson Davis to join the staff. 

It was decided in 1948 that both churches would sponsor the school, using 
both buildings. This made it possible to carryon a more effectiveand easily directed 
program. The curriculum was prepared by Mr. Davis. 

Withina few short years, the school had grown to the place where it was de- 
cided to buy student books and teaching materials for the teachers. 

With the exception of one year (when the entire school was held in our church) 
the two churches housed the school until 1956. In this year permission was granted 
to use the local elementary school buildingand a staff of twenty teachers and helpers 
and more than one hundred youngsters enjoyed the space and facilities which the school 
afforded. 

The School is underwritten by the two Sunday Schools. An offering is taken 
at the closing exercises to give parents an opportunity to help defray the expenses. 

In recent years the daily offering brought by the youngsters has gone for some 
type of Christian Charity shich has been suggested by the children and prayerfully 
approved by the staff. 


MUSIC 


As we have no early records of the church we do not know what music was 
used or how it was conducted. In many of the churches only the Psalter was used in 
Congregational singing and usually the minister acted as the leader of liner. As liner 
the leader would sing or read a line and the congregation would repeat it or answer 
with the next line of the Psalm. This custom is still used in the South. Others sang 
in unison. Others used the antiphonal chanting and singing with the congregation 
divided in two parts; one part singinga part of a verse with the remainder of the con- 
gregation answering with the balance of the verse. 

E. Day Ressler remembers when Mrs. Bishop was organist and continued until her 
death in 1904. Mrs. Bishop was followed for various periods by Miss Anna Denlinger, 
Mrs. Mary Breuninger Warfel, Mrs. Ruth Breuninger Mowery, Mrs. Marian Day Beard- 
sley, Mrs. David Craighead, Mrs. Howard Johnston, Mrs. Janice -Smith Seldomridge 
and others who substituted at various times. The present organistand Choir Director, 
Mrs. Jean Breuninger Linton has played the organ since 1934 and has rarely missed 
a service. 
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In addition to the organists and the many who have contributed their talent 
through the years, special mention should be made of those who bore much of the 
burden of keeping the Choir organized and running smoothly. Much of the time the 
organists were responsible for the Choir. At other times the organists were assisted 
by others as: John A. Snyder, Mrs. B. Scott Fritz, Robert E. Groh, and E. Day Ressler 
and others who always saw that someone was there to furnish the musical part of the 
church worship service. 

In 1860 the Trustees minutes state "Balance paid on the Melodeon $243." 

The instruments used in the early part of our church were reed organs. The 
organ that many present members of the church remember was purchased in 1912. On 
May 11, 1911,a committee composed of Charles M. Metzler, Mary Breuninger, Ada 
Long, Annie Beam, and Mrs. Martin Rohrer was appointed by the congregation to pur- 
chase a new organ. The minutes of the congregation at a meeting April 29, 1913, 
state that the new organ was fully paid for and they had a balance of $7 with which 
the committee was authorized to buy anthem books for the Choir. This organ when 
purchased was operated by the organist treading the bellows. 

"This organ was electrified May 22, 1923." Trustees Minutes. 

"Robert Groh suggested to buy new organ May 6, 1936." Trustees Minutes. 

"Old organ repaired, March 1938." Trustees Minutes. 

"On July 28, 1948, ata special congregational meeting, a committee was 
appointed to purchase a new organ. This committee was composed of E. Day Ressler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pontz, Mrs. Earl M. Linton and Mrs. Lewis Long. This com- 
mittee recommended that we buy a Moller type organ. This was approved and the 
present organ was purchased at a cost of $4,825. The contract was signed February 
17, 1949. The organ was delivered to the church on February 27, 1950. The organ 
was first used in a church service on March 5, 1950 and the formal dedication was 
held March 19, 1950. 

Over the years the Choir has been self-supporting. Special programs have 
beena regular part of the church life at Christmas and Easter, and from these special 
services they have received the plate collections. From these collections they have 
purchased all the music, choir gowns and made other necessary expenses incurred in 
connection with the operation of the Choir." E. Day Ressler. 

A word should be said in appreciation of the renditions of the male quartet 
which we have all enjoyed. This quartet was comprised of Harold H. Messner, Francis 


E. Meyer, Robert E. Groh and E. Day Ressler. 
THE JUNIOR CHOIR 


Our Junior Choirs have been enjoyed over the years. They have had many 
leaders but we enjoy them whenever we hear them, and they add a lot to the service. 
The pretty red gowns which they wear were provided by the Youth Budget. 

WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Ladies Aid Society 


The first record of any Women's Organization is in the Minutes of the Trustees | 


of March 8, 1871, where it was stated that the Ladies Aid Society gave the Trustees 
the proceeds from a Fair amounting to $428.08. Again in 1877 another item in their 
Minutes states that they received from the Ladies Aid Society $125.00. 

What happened to this society we do not know but the Minutes of the Ladies 
Aid Society show that Mrs. J. O. George, wife of the pastor, and Mrs. J. D. Gonder 
interested the ladies of the church in forming a Ladies Aid Society. These ladies 
sewed, made sunbonnets, aprons, dust caps, quilting and etc. They did this in pre- 
paring for the Fair in which they cleared $300. 

The Trustees! Minutes show that on March 11, 1890 they received $19 from the 
Ladies Aid Society from a Phonograph entertainment. 
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The Ladies heldan annual chicken and waffle dinner in November and a Straw- 
berry Festival in the summer, the latter usually held on Gonder's lawn. 

The Trustees on August 22, 1892 asked the Ladies Aid Society to repair parson- 
age. 

With the money they earned they took care of the parsonage, helped with the 
repairs of the church and sometimes helped with the Pastor's salary. 

The aid of the Ladies Aid Society was a great help whenever given but es- 
peciallyin the early days of the church when the members were few and when it was 
very hard to get the money together to pay the minister's salary. 

Of late years the Ladies AidSociety was not soactive. But a yearly covered 
dish supper got the Ladies together. 

This Society with the other Women's Organizations was absorbed into the 
Women's Association September 14, 1953. 


The Women's Missionary Society 


There is no doubt that there was a Women's Missionary Society early in the 
Church's History. But due to the fact we do not have these records, we will speak 
of those we read about. 

The records we have show that a Women's Missionary Society was organized 
November 13, 1916. The aim was to get all the ladies of the church interested in 
Missions, both Home and Foreign. They gave very interesting programs about the 
Missionaries and Missions under the care of the Presbyterian Board of Missions. All 
offerings were used for mission work, either under the Presbyterian Board or some part- 
icular project that the Society was interested in. Mrs. Milton H. Ranck was presi- 
dent for many years. | 

This Society was absorbed in the Women's Association September 14, 1953. 


The Willing Workers 


In speaking with Miss Helen Long and the late Miss Anna Denlinger, who 
were charter members of the Society, they thought it was organized about 1903. 

The Trustees Minutes of April 13, 1908 show that they received $31.00 from 
them. Everyone knows of their excellent record in helping the church, especially . 
financially whenever the opportunity presented itself. Most of thismoney was gained 
by hard work in giving suppers and other money making projects and we certainly owe 
them our thanks. 

This Society was absorbed in the Women's Association on September ]4, 1953. 


The Women's Association 


"The Women's Association of the First Presbyterian Churchof Strasburg, Pa., 
was dedicated at its first meeting on September 14, 1953. The Ass'n. was organized 
by uniting three of our organizations, The Ladies Aid Society, The Women's Mission- 
ary Society, and the Willing Workers; uniting members of all ages and interests with 
a single set of officers, a central program and a central Women's Budget. 

The Aimof the Associationis to give to every woman of the churchan oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted and take an active part in the work of the church. 

The purpose of the organization shall be to further the work of the Kingdom 
of God by uniting women in spiritual fellowship with a program of Education, Service, 
Prayer and Giving. The primary emphasis shall be upon the wide work of the Pres- 
byterian Church as promoted through the Boards of National Missions and Christian 
Education." Harriet Miller. 

The Executive Board consists of President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer, together with the Chairman of the World Service, Local Church, Program 
and Fellowship Departments and the Leaders of the various Circles, which this year 
total five. These circles meet at different times setting the time which is most con- 
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venient for that particular group. We have two afternoon Circles, two evening Circles 
and one morning Circle. | 

The Association meeting as a whole has usually five meetings a year. The 
first meeting in September, a covered dish supper, and the last meeting in May, a 
Birthday Party, Birthday cake, candles, ice cream and all the fixings. 

The Program Committee try and make all the meetings of the Society inter- 
esting by having different speakers, pictures or any interesting means of brgining 
Missions, Christian Education or some other work of the Church before us. 

During the year candy pulls, bake sales and aplatter supper are held to swell 
the finances and no use hiding the fact that a good time is had by all. 

The association makes and serves sandwiches and coffee at the yearly Sunday 
School Picnic. They also prepare and serve the Men's Association dinner. 

The association is alsoa member of the United Council of Church Women of the 
Strasburg area. They unite with the other churches in observing "World Day of Prayer, 
May Fellowship Day, and World Community Day." We have cooperated in all their 
Mission projects. 

Each year they fill their quota under World Service furnished by the Presbyter- 
ian Board in New York. 3 

Much credit for organizing and keeping the organization running smoothly 
in its first years wasdue to the untiring efforts of Harriet Miller who was always ready 
to smooth out the rough spots whenever and wherever they occured. 

The Circle Meetings are interesting spiritually and educationally. If you 


haven't enjoyed this privilege you will be heartily welcomed in any of the Circles. 


MEN'S COUNCIL 


The Men's Council is made up of all the male members of our congregation 
and other men in the community who are interested. 

Its purpose is "to promote the Kingdom of God worldwide by encouraging 
men to serve Jesus Christ in the work of the Church and to follow himin the vocations 
of common life. | 

The Council is affiliated with the National Council of United Presbyterian 
Men being chartered February 23, 1950. 

One of the major emphases in the local situation is to increase the fellowship 
of the men and to give them a chance to use their talents for the Church. 

The first record we have of anorganization for the Youth of our Church is on 
March 21, 1894 the Junior Christian Endeavor Society was organized. Trust. Min. 

"At the time that the General Assembly adopted the Enabling Act for West- 
minster Fellowship in 1945, steps were being made tohave it function in our church. 

Under the guidance of Mrs. Henry W. Miller a small nucleus of young people 
had brought Westminster Fellowship into being, and the program was spurred and 
nourished in 1946 by the return of Robert Caldwell. Under his leadership many of 
the things which seem to have become traditions were inaugurated. Such as the Sun 
Rise Easter Service, Youth Sunday Observance and week-ends at Camp Michaux. 
Other memorable activities were the popular Sunday Evening Services, trips to Christ's 


Home and picnics around the outdoor fireplace built by the young people. The West- 


minster Fellowship have senta Missionary Box to one of our National Missions Stations 
in Georgia every Christmas. 

Through the years we have playedand prayed together with the young people 
from the other churches in Strasburg and those from nearby Presbyterian churches. 

Our church has provided delegates to nearly every Westminster Fellowship 
Synod and in 1954, a delegate to the Westminster Fellowship National Assembly in 
Urbana, III. We have had a continuous representation from our church on the West- 
minster Presbyterian Council for nearlya decade. Our church also contributed to the 
adult leadership at these meetings. 
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Westminster Fellowship has played a major role in bringing the Youth Budget 
Plan to our Church." Mary Rachel Hoover. 

Since Robert Caldwell was ordained and accepted the call, Mary R. Hoover 
has been the adviser as well as a very active projector in the Association until this 
year whenshe resigned. At this writing probablya young married couple will accept 
the position as advisors. 


YOUTH BUDGET 
The Young people included in this budget are to be commended. 


THE COUPLES CLUB 


The Club started in 1958 with a purpose to increase church-wide Christian 
Fellowship through a program of mutual interest to all couples. 
At least four meetings are held a year, and meetingsare planned for all ages. 


BOY SCOUT TROOP #56 


Troop #56, Boy Scouts of America sponsored by the Men's Council of the First 
Presbyterian Church now has about twenty members. 

Scouting is available to all boys eleven years of age or older, and may be 
registered in Scouting after meeting the Tenderfoot requirements. The Scouts parti- 
cipate in District Camporees and other projects. All boys are welcomd. 


CHURCH BUILDINGS 


We are told that the walls of our sanctuary are those of the original church, 
dedicatedon Christmas day, 1833. There were two single entrance doors at the front 
and two at the rear. Most of the early churches were built this way on account of 
Indian raids. These doors were connected by two aisles running the length of the 
church. A double row of pews ran through the center anda row of pews on the other 
side of each aisle. A space was left halfway up the aisles for the stoves. The pulpit 
was small and where it was we do not know. Some hung from the walls with steps 
leading up to them. Others were on higher platforms. When the church was reno- 
vated it stated that the choir and pulpit were placed on the same level. A vestibule 
ran across the front of the church. Many early churches had no floors, whether ours 
did, we do not know. But we haveseen no item of wherea floor was laid afterwards. 
The woodwork was not often painted. There were blindson the outside of the church. 

"In 1860 the sextonage was purchased for $2000." T. M. 

"In 1869 the land was purchased from Mr. & Mrs. B. B. Gonder for the par- 
sonage. The parsonage was built and occupied in the Spring of 1860 ata cost of 
$3000, and was paid for by voluntary contributions. The trustees made arrangements 
with the Strasburg Bank to take out a note for sixty days and paid Mr. Gonder and 
Dr. Martin called on the members and others to collect the money and the note was 
paid on time." T. M. 

"The church was whitewashed in 1869." T. M. 

"In 1877 a maple tree was planted which cost 50 cents." T. M. 

"In 1889-1891 a bell weighing 800 Ibs. at a costof $400 was bought with the 
assistance of Mr. Jos. Gonder, a trustee. Pulpit furniture was vate by a group of 
young people. Plans were made to renovate the church." T 

"In 1890 the front of the church was changed in that now v there was buf one 
entrance into a roomy vestibule." T. 

"In 1891 the Trustees discussed fixing the church. Steam heat, new pews. 
The Ladies to paper the entire room and place new windows in tieu of the old. Dr. 
Martin, treasurer of the Building Committee stated that the Spencer Chapel and re- 
pairs to the church would cost $2500. Dr. Martin sold the blinds, windows, pews 
and etc." T. M. 
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"At the Rededicatory Services, Dr. Martin showed that all but $593 had been 
collected. Gifts from: 


Mrs. Wm. Spencer for the Chapel $600.00 
Mrs. Dr. Martin had collected 675.00 
Ladies Aid Society 420.00 
Literary, Musical and Social Union 147.00 


Dedication Day Offering 65.00. 1907.00 "T.M. 


"In June, 1892 Dr. Martin had collected all but $50. He proposed to the 
trustees that they pay the remaining $50. They agreed." T. M. 

"October 21, 1895-Repairing Pump, Wm. Russel, $1.00." T. M. 

"During the Rev. Samuel D. Manifold's pastorate, electric lights were in- 
stalled, the church was frescoed and carpeted. New pulpit furniture wasadded. 
All buildings including church, parsonage, sextonage were improved. The vestibule 
was removed. New pulpit and choir platforms erected and a new heater installed in 
the basement. A substantial bell tower was built which not only improved the general 
appearance of the church, but gave a vestibule outside the main room and a dry and 
satisfactory bell tower." The Rev. Samuel D. Manifold. 

"June 23, 1903, Mr. Heibeck gave two doors, one each side of the pulpit. 
Pulpit and choir platforms made on same level." T. M. 

March 26, 1923, the Y.M.C.A., once Temperance Hall, was sold and the 
proceeds divided between the Methodist Church and the Presbyterian Church. Our 
share $351.00." T. M. 

"May 22, 1923-Organ equipped with electric power." T. M. 

"August 20, 1924-Sextonage razed." T. M. 

"January 27, 1932-Plans discussed to buildnew Sunday Schogl room." T.M. 

"November 29, 1933-Plans to raise fifty per cent of the money towards the 
new Sunday School room." T. M. 

"June 20, 1938-Mr. Shaub was engaged as architect for the new Sunday 
School building. Estimated cost of building $8000. Mr. Howard Johnston received 
the bid for installing the electricity for$199.75. The Long Hdwe. Co. received the 
bid for the heating and plumbing. Christ Mower received the bid for the painting. ' 
T. M.. This building then called the Educational Building was started in 1938 and 
completed in 1939. 

A few years later, Mrs. J. Stanley Burrows installed the Worship Center as 
a memorium to her late husband, Mr. James Stanley Burrows, who had been Junior 
S. S. Superintendant for some time before his death and was greatly interested in 
working withthe young people. This center has added a lot to the appearance of the 
roomand has been a beautiful background no matter what the program has been. The 
many beautiful Bible pictures we see on the walls were included with the center. We 
all know Mrs. Burrows now as Mrs. Rodney Mayhew. 

During the latter part of Mr. Muthard's pastorate the church was renovated. 
Redecorating of the inside, windows restored, choir box rearranged, panelling in- 
stalled back of the pulpit, new pipe organ installed. Church recarpeted. Outside 
the bricks repointed and woodwork repainted. Grounds and cemetery restored. Side-_ 
walks replaced and grounds landscaped. The manse was redecorated inside and re- 
painted outside. Oil heat installed in the manse and garage built. New sidewalk 
laid. The organ and the renovation project cost over $12,000. 

Plans for an Educational Building were submitted at the corporation meeting 
in January 1956. The Corporationapproved the proposed program and authorized the 
Committee to proceed witha fund raising campaign. The goal was $25,000. This 
goal was not attained butby September 1, 1956, by pledges and cash received totaled 
$16,254.00. 

On May 9, 1956, a special congregational meeting was called to report the 
results of the drive and to request permission to borrow up to $40,000 from the First 
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National Bank of Strasburg, Pa., at an interest rate not to exceed 4%. The congre- 
gation responded favorably to both requests. The program was then submitted to the 
Presbytery andapprovedby them. All plansand specifications were completed by the 
end of August. Specifications were released for bidding to five general contractors 
and on August 31, these bids were opened publically with Samuel E. Long being the 
successful bidder at $54,337.00. With $20,000 on hand it was decided to proceed 
with the program. 

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held on Sunday, September 9, 1956, and 
within two weeks the contractor started construction. 

The building was completed and occupied for the first time on March 17, 1957, 
just six months after the ground breaking. 

On April 28, 1957, the Educational Wing, as it ismow known was dedicated, 
when the Rev. James L. Grazier, Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, of Norris- 
town, Pa., delivered the dedication address. 

"This building is of brick veneer construction, one story with aseparate boiler 
room. An attempt has been made in the design to blend the new with the old and 
still derive benefit from up to date facilities. The new addition provides 4500 square 
feet of additional floor space. 

There are six classrooms, Pastor's study and storage area for banquet tables 
and janitor's supplies. In addition to the toilet facilities provided for adults, a toilet 
room hasbeen provided for children andnursery and kindergarten age. The building 
isaccoustically treated throughoutand the wallsand ceilingare insulated. The floors 
are Armstrong asphalt tile. 

The Primary and Junior rooms have been designed through the use of folding 
partitions to provide individual rooms for age group discussion, or the partitions canbe 
opened for assembly and departmental discussions. All classrooms have been newly 
furnished except the nursery, kindergarten and primary rooms. Captain's chairs have 
been provided for the Men's and Women's Bible classrooms, student chairs for the 
Senior and Junior High rooms, and posture height straight back chairs for the Junior 
Department. 

In addition, desk, chair, filing cabinets and a bookcase have been provided 
in the study. Also each classroom has been supplied with a chalk board. 

The new oil burning heating unit will also supply heat to the Assembly Hall 
and Church Sanctuary. The system is designed that temperatures can be separately 
controlled for the Church Sanctuary, Assembly Hall and Sunday School addition. 

The completed projectalso incorporates enlarged kitchen facilities, complete 
painting of interior walls and exterior woodwork, accoustical ceilingin the Assembly 
Hall, and grading and planting of the Church property." Taken from the Dedication 
program, April 28, 1957. 


Construction of building $54,347.00 
Architect's fee 3, 160.16 
Furnishings a esoure 
Extras 3,370.96 $64,214.84 


Mr. Frank Hart's Reminiscences of the Re-Dedicatory Services, March 13, 1892. 

"On that daya pyramid of growing flowers were placed in front of the pulpit 
by the young ladies of Mrs. Linville's class and others, which added to the beauty of 
the room. Though the feathery flakes were falling rapidly without, the sun seems to 
be shining within; owing to the peculiar color of the glass windows, which lends life- 
giving charm to the room and contents." 


THE BUILDING 


Now let us take a peep within. Upon entering the large double doors, you 
find yourself in a small vestibule, nicely papered and the floor covered with matting. 
You are admitted into the main room through folding doors on spring hinges and find 
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your eyes resting on a pleasant spectacle. The room is papered in the latest style in 
such a shade to blend and harmonize with the pews which are made of spruce with 
walnut trimmings. They are highly polished and so made that as soon asthe body 
touches them it slides into a comfortable position, on account of the peculiar curve 
that has been given them. 

The church floor is covered with a carpetof red and black figuresand of such 
a shade as to lend a warm and cozy appearance to the room. The windows are of 
colored glass of various hues. Two large panes fill the center surrounded with smaller 
ones. At night when the building is lit up, the light falling through the colored glass 
presents a spectacle that is new to Strasburg. 

The buildings are lighted by gas. Two lights are back of the Choir, four 
back of the pulpit, one in the vestibule and a chandelier of twelve jets suspended 
from the center. A door on either side of the pulpit opens out of the building, one 
into the yard and the other into the Spencer Chapel. This Chapel was erected by 
Mrs. Harriet Spencer in memory of her husband, the late William Spencer. This room 
is 18 x 28and carpeted the sameas the main building. It hassmall pews and is lighted 
in the same wayas the church. It willbe used for Wednesday evening Prayer meeting, 
and on Sunday will be occupied by the infant department of the Sunday School. The 
main buildingand Chapel are heated by steam, this makinga very complete and com- 
fortable country church. 


Mr. Frank Hart's Reminiscences Con't. 

"The music was under the direction of W. R. Nauman, Organist Mrs. Wm. 
Bishopand Christie Keneagy, soloist, assisted by the Choir and Strasburg Orchestra. 
Other soloists were Prof. Reif Nauman, Miss Margaret Mcllhaire. Ohter members 
of the choir were Mrs. Schofield, S. W. Trout, Geo. Heibeck and Edgar Herr. 

Special mention should here be made of Dr. Josiah A. Martin. The Doctor 
is sixty-eight years old and though the oldest by far of those on the building com- 
mittee, he did more work and was on the ground oftener than all the remaining com- 
mittee combined. 

The church is still without a Pastor. When that position is filled it is hoped 
the good work will go on." 


The Diamond Jubilee of the First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg, Pa., Nov. 21, 1907. 
By the Rev. Samuel D. Manifold 


The newspaper "HOME" stated that "Thursday and Friday, Nov. 21 and 22 will 
longbe remembered as red letter days by the Presbyterians of Strasburg and vicinity." 

"Now with our organization and church in good condition for work and our 
hearts full of praise, gratitude and a desire for service, shall we not expect that God 
shall use us? We area congregation of an even hundred members. All young in 
spirit, but the majority young in years. Let the prayer of everyone be "Lord what 
wilt thou have me do?" And before long shall we not hope that there will go out 
from this body some to do the work as was entrusted to the great apostle Paul? The 
Rev. Geo. Duffield was born here and the world has belt the power of his life. Are 
there no others born here to followin his steps? May God cause us to see our oppor- 
tunities. May he be the wisdom and strength and power of our lives." The Rev. S. 
D. Manifold. 

"The pastors officiating were the Reverends J. L. Hynson, Lebanon, Pa.; 
D. D. Curry, York, Pa.; E. E. Ortis, Wm. G. Cairns, Middle Octorara Church; 
E. E. Gaylord, John B. Laird D. D., Philadelphia, Pa.; David S. Curry; Dr. R. Work- 
man;E. T. Jeffers D. D., York, Pa.; Wm. Y. Oliver; Geo. Welly Ely, Columbia, 
Pa., Thos. Koontz, Baltimore, Md; John R. Davies D. D., Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Mr. Manifold." The Home. 

"Those who helped make the programs enjoyable were the Strasburg Orchestra, 
the Church Choir, assisted by Mrs. J. Lacey of Lancaster, Miss Margaret Mcllhaire, 
Miss Ellen Byme of Lancaster and a male quartet composed of J. A. Snyder, R. R. 
Longaker, V. A. Mack and Chas. M. Metzler. Others who assisted were Miss Esther 
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Kendig of Lancaster, Miss Ely of Columbia, Miss Miriam Shaub and Mr. Rehrig of the 
Y.M.C.A., Lancaster, Pa. The Anniversary Hymn was "Faith of Our Fathers" by 
John L. Shroy sung to Luther's tune." The Home. 

"Committee in charge, The Rev. Samuel D. Manifold, W. D. Chandler, John 
V. Girvin, Virgil A. Meck, Maurice Groff Rohrer and Reuben Paul Long assisted 
by the Ladies Aid Society, the Christian Endeavor Society and the Choir." The Home. 


The 100th Anniversary of the Organization of the First Presbyterian Church of Stras- 
burg, Lancaster County, Pa. 


DEDICATION 


"We dedicate this program to the memory of the saints whose vision, sacrifice 
and devotion led them to the founding and buildingof this Church, of the pastors who 
served through the years, and all who followedin their train keepingaflame the light 
of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

"We dedicate ourselves to the continuing work of serving in the purity of the 
oa tA and passing on to succeeding generations an undimmed torch." Rev. Henry 
W. Miller. 

Those participating in the services were Mr. Milton H. Ranck, Supt. of the 
Sunday School. Mr. Miller preached at both services on Sunday and the music by 
the Choir. Those who participated on Monday evening were the Rev. Alvin H. Stoner 
of the St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Bishop C. M. Brackbill of the Mennonite 
Churchand the Rev. R. E. Puriton of the Methodist Episcopal Church, all of Strasburg, 
Pa. On Tuesday evening the Rev. Theo. C. Meek of Bethany Pres. Church partici- 
pated and the address was given by H. M. J. Klein Ph. D., both of Lancaster, Pa. 
On Wednesday evening the congregation enjoyed the Rev. J. Paul Trout of Princess- 
Anne, Md. (A nephew of Paul and Helen Long of our church.) The Rev. David E. 
Craighead brought greetings. 


The One Hundredthand Twenty Fifth Anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Strasburg, Pa. 


In 1956 preliminary plans were started by the Session for the 125th Anniversary 
of the organization of our church which was observed in October, 1957. 

Dr. Donald Macleod, Professor of Homiletics at Princeton Seminary, and an 
old friend of the church was asked to be the main speaker for the occasion. 

For four days, October 23, 24, 25, and 27, programs were given to celebrate 
the Anniversary. 

An antique display was in progress during the week and was well taken care 
of by Mrs. Franklin Millerand Mrs. Robert Long. One room was furnished with antique 
furniture and pictures, including a small melodeon. The other room contained mis- 
cellaneous items of every description. Both rooms were enjoyed by everyone. 

On October 23, Historical night was observed. A sketch of the Early History 
of Strasburg and vicinity by Dr. H. M. J. Klein. 

Alsoan Historical Play, "The Awakening" was enjoyed by anaudience which 
filled the Assembly Hall. The Play depicted: 

The early meetings of the congregation. 
A Quilting Party. 

Mrs. Haynes School for Girls. 

Street scenes in Strasburg. 
Organization of the Church. 

The play was directed by Miss Lillie Werner and Mrs. Rodney Mayhew assisted 
by Karl M. puta Mrs. Paul Hoover and Mrs. E. Day Ressler were in charge of 
costumes. The play was written by Mrs. Linda Loeser Carson. Mr. Milton H. Ranck 
acted as narrator between scenes. Music was supplied by a Male Community Chorus 
and Mrs. Earl Linton presided at the piano and organ during the entire week. 


Pi § 


This evening's program concluded with a prayer and the Benediction by Mr. 
Lanan. 

Thursday evening Mr. Lanan extended a welcome to the visiting clergy who 
brought greetings as follows: 

The Rev. Theodore Ochs of Wesley Methodist Church, Strasburg, Pa. 

Dr. Hiram H. Sipes, St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Strasburg, Pa. 

Rev. Emory H. Herr, Mennonite Church, Strasburg, Pa. 

Mu sic by a Community Choir. 

Friday evening was Youth Night and those that took part in the Service were 
Susan Weaver, Thomas Pontz, Gary Groff and Margaret Mayhew. Sermon by the 
Rev. Ernest T. Campbell of the First Pres. Church of York, Pa. Music by the Junior 
Choir. 

Sunday Morning Service, our Pastor preached the sermon, Music by the Choir. 

Sunday Evening Service, the Anniversary Service we welcomed back Dr. 
Donald Macleod who preached the sermon, Music by the Choir. 


WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD 


The Rev. J. Paul Trout graduated from Lafayette College, Princeton Theolog- 
ical Seminary and was ordained June 1, 1928. His first charge was at Princess Anne, 
Md., followed by a call from the Hamilton Park Presbyterian Church of Baltimore, 
Md. He was Chaplain in the Army Air Force at Lincoln, Nebraska, and Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Following which he accepted the positionas Chaplain at the University 
of Pennsylvaniain the Christian Education Program. At the present time he is Pastor 
of the Beacon Presbyterian Church in Kensington, Pa. 

The Rev. Robert B. Caldwell was responsible for the growth of our Westminster 
group while attending Franklin and Marshall College from which he graduated in 1950, 
and from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1953. 

Robert married Lois V. Mowery, also of our church, on April 13, 1949. His 
first charge was in Dwight, Kansas where he served a Federated Church; a combina- 
tion of Presbyterian and Methodist churches. In the fall of 1956 he accepted a call 
to serve the First Presbyterian Church of Denison, lowa; where he is located at the 
present time. Lois and Robert have four children. 

Mildred Mowery, sister of Lois was married August 20, 1955 to Donald Mof- 
fett, both graduates of the 1954 class of Maryville College, Maryville, Tenn. After 
graduation Mildred worked as tenn-age Program Directorat the Y.W.C.A., Lancaster 
Pa. Donald entered the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky. 
In Louisville Mildred worked as a Social Group Worker at the Methodist Settlement 
House. Along with his college work Donald served as Pastor of the English Presby- 
terian Church at English, Indiana. Donald graduated from the Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary at Louisville on May 27, 1957, ordained May 25, 1957, and ac- 
cepted a call to the First Presbyterian Church at Salida, Colorado. Mildred and 
Donald have two children. 

Mr. George Curtis Conklin working under the National Mission Board in Anson, 
Maine became an interest of ours in 1955 and received partial support from our con- 
gregation. He has been replaced by the Rev. Robert Benbower and our congregation 
still continues the support. 

Miss Anne Swank became interested in religious work through the Youth Move- 
aie Anne has grown up in our church and we are proud of her and wish her God's 

essing. 

Anne isa graduate nurse of the Lancaster General Hospital. She attended the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, also the Mid-wife school of the Maternity Centre 
in New York, and of John Hopkins in Baltimore. At this writing she is studying French 
and Arabic at the North Africa Interdenominational Board in Tunisia, Africa. 

Mary Rachel Hoover has always been an interested worker among the young 
people. She has been the Presbytery Advisor to the Westminster groups. She re- 
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presents the Youth Fellowshipof our Presbytery in Synodand is a member of the Fac- 
ulty at Wilson Collegein the summerin the Leadership Training Courses. She is Dir- 
ector of our Daily Vacation Bible School and Supt. of the Junior Sunday School De- 
partment. 


TEMPERANCE 


Pennsylvania had quite a reputation in the colonies and elsewhere for the 
fine wheat it grew. When supply overcame the demand many farmers built stills on 
their farms and converted the grain into whisky in order to get the cash to live and 
run their farms. It became an accepted fact that all labor and farm hands would be 
given a certain quantity of whisky each day plus their wages. You can imagine the 
conditions that finally came to pass on account of this practice. 

Temperance Societies were organizedall overthe country to correct this prac- 
tice. 

Mr. W. U. Hensel tells us of one formed at Gap: "Maxwell Kennedy's Temp- 
erance Society ventured on the rebuke of the liquor drinking and the dram selling 
habits in 1832, and helped to bring order to Gap. When it is recalled that at the 
time the Gap railroad cut was made that village had seven taverns. Raw whisky was 
hauled in there by the hogshead from still houses on the country side farms and each 
workman: toiling eleven hours a day in quick sand got his 13 jiggers a day measured 
from the open pail. You can understand the courage it required for the farmers to 
launch a society pledged to refrain from offering liquor to guests, giving to their 
workmen or even selling their grain to be made intoalcohol unless no customer would 
be found to buy it. Its object was to lessen intemperance and free use of liquors." 

Minutes of the General Assembly in 1834 stated "that there should be total 
abstinence from manufacturing and selling ardent spirits." 

If a member of a Presbyterian Church signed a petition for an Inn Keeper to 
get a license the Session called on him and he was told of the error of his ways. He 
usually promised not to sign another one. 

"One farmer who owned a still in Lehigh County set out to take his load of 
Apple Jack to Philadelphia to sell. His wagon was sturdy neew one, fine and strong 
were his draft horses. He reached Philadelphia and sold his Apple Jack and put his 
team up at the usual livery stable and went his way. The next day when he came to 
the stable he was met by the Committee selected by the Continental Congress to see 
that the Liberty Bell and other bells were taken safely out of the city and hidden for 
the duration of the war. They had selected the team of fine horses and Had selected 
the wagon onaccount of its sturdiness. They did not know they belonged to the same 
man. Being told of their request, Frederick Leaser was glad to be of help and after 
the bells were loaded, with foot soldiersaccompanying them,’started on their way to 
Allentown where the bells were hidden under Zion's Reformed Church there. It was 
several days before Leaser's family saw him drive in and were relieved as they had 
Oren quite anxious over his long abscence."" The Penn Germania Newspaper, Feb. 
1913. 

Strasburg's Temperance Society was organizedin 1884 andmet in Temperance 
Hall on S. Decatur St. as well as in the homes of the members. 

Very few stills were in existence in 1850. 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS 
FROM THE STRASBURG AREA 


Taken from the Centennial (1888) Edition of the Encyclopedia of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. A. Alfred Nevin L. L. D. Editor. 


"In 1730 Geo. Duffield of Huguenot ancestry (Du Fields) and Margaret, his 
wife, emigrated from Ireland and settled in Pequea Valley. They were the parents of 
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Geo. Duffield, and settled somewhere between the Gap and Strasburg." W. U. 
Hensel. 

"Duffield, Rev. George D. D., was born on October 7, 1732. He studied 
at the Newark Academy, Delaware. Graduate of the first classof Princetonin 1752. 
Studied Theology under the Rev. Robert Smith of Pequea. He was a tutor at Prince- 
ton. Ordained in September 1759. Pastor of churches at Carlisle, Big Spring, (New- 
ville) Monoghan (Dillsburg. Carlisle at this time was frontier town and protected 
by a garrison and the church at Monoghan was regularly fortified and watched by 
sentries for fear of Indians. He had warmly taken side with the New Lights and met 
with obstacles from the Old Side under the Rev. Mr. Steele. He met with similar 
opposition when he became Pastor of the Old Pine St. Church in Philadelphiain 1771. 
The disturbance became so bad that the aid of a civil magistrate had to be invoked 
and theRiot Act read. In the end he was allowed to work unmolested. Besides serv- 
ing as Chaplain of the Continental Congress he made himself obnoxious to the enemy 
and a price was put upon his head. He was the first missionary to go west of the 
Rockiesamong the Indians and tell about it in his book, "An Account of a Missionary 
Tour through Western Pennsylvania in 1776." He died February 2, 1790. 

"Duffield, Rev. George D. D. was born on July 4, 1794 at Strasburg where 
his Great Grandfather settled in 1730. His father was a merchant and Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church. At the age of 16 he graduated from the University of Penna. 
and then studied Theology under Dr. John Mason of New York. He was licensed to 
preach before he was twenty-one in 1815 and that same year accepted a call to the 
Presbyterian Church of Carlisle. In this charge he remained over eighteen years, 
gathering into this Church seven hundred persons by confession and two hundred by 
certificate. In March 1835, he resigned his charge and after brief charges in New 
York and Philadelphia he was installed at the Frist Presbyterian Church of Detroit, 
October 1, 1838 where he remained until his death in 1867. He had a great love 
for learning. As a preacherhe was a man of power. He gave freeand fearless utter- 
ance to his convictions of truth and duty. His manner in the pulpit was solemn and 
impressive. His writings were many in science. He also published a book on regen- 
eration." He was born in the house later owned by Jas. Mc Phail and afterwards 
owned by the heirs of Dr. Benj. Musser. His father was Comptroller General and 
registrar under Gov. McKean. E&E. 

"Duffield, Rev. George D. D., Son of the preceding minister. Born in Car- 
lisle on September 12, 1816. Graduated from Yale in 1837. Studied Theology at 
Union Theological Seminary, N. Y. Ordained December 27, 1840. He was Pastor 
at Brooklyn 1840-1847, Bloomfield, N. J. 1847-1852, Philadelphia 1852-186]; 
Adrian, Mich. 1861-1865; Galesburg, III.; Saginaw, Mich.; Evangelist at Ann Arbor 
in 1874. After this he resided at Lansing, Mich. Greatly blessed in his ministry, 
he was an accomplished and genial gentleman and a forceful preacher. Gifted asa 
poetand hadseveral hymns published which have proved to be very popular and use- 
ful additions to the hymnal, such as Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus." 

"Cummins, Rev. Chas. D. D., Son of Charlesand Elizabeth (Boyd) Cummins. 
Bornin Strasburg July 15, 1776. Graduated from Dickinson College in 1800. Licen- 
sed by the New Castle Presbytery in 1801 and soon after was ordained and installed by . 
the same Presbytery at Chestnut Level and Little Britain Churches in 1804. His pastor- 
ate lasted until 1808. Then he accepteda call to the Presbyterian Church of Florida, 
N.Y. which lasted until 1849. Rev. Cummins was a manof excellent character and 
forceful manner." 

"Moore, Rev. Wm. W. D. D., Son of Jacob Moore M. D. and Sarah Faris 
Moore. Born in Strasburg April 1, 1823. Graduated from Yale 1847. Licensed to 
preach at Wilmington, Delaware in 1850. Ordained and installed in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of West Chester, Pa. the same year. Later called to the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Ohio, where many times he was delegate to the 
General Assembly. Stated Clerk of Penna. Synod three years." 
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“ DOCTORS 


We have become so accustomed to the sulpha and other wonderful drugs plus 
many other discoveries in the medical world, that we forget the days when we didn't 
have them to depend on. Some of us remember the beginning of the 20th Century but 
we recall the methods used in those days were not so successful. When you try and 
think what they might have been at the beginning of the 18th Century it couldn't 
have been a rosy picture. 

Ellis & Evans tells us that about that time the best educated well read, and 
the most renowned practising physician in Lancaster County was: 


Dr. John Houston, Jr., son of John Houston, Practiced at 
immigrant who had land and lived in Pequea Columbia. 
Valley. His family were members of Pequea 
Church. 
1751 Dr. Hieronimus Bruback Leacock Township. 
1751 Dr. David Watson, on the staff of his Uncle Leacock Township. 
Major Watson in War of 1812. 
1800 Drs. John and Elisha Perkins. They advertised Strasburg. 
that in suitable cases they would operate with 
metallic tractors, invented by their father. 
1823 Dr. Jacob Moore Strasburg. 
1823 Dr. Kiegy Strasburg. 
1824 Dr. Alexander McCloy, son of Dr. Neil Mc Leacock Township. 
Cloy of Ireland. 
1824 Dr. Samuel Duffield, son of Dr. Wm. Duffield Strasburg. 
of Lancaster. He never succeeded ashe ignored 
the poor. 
1837 The Rev. John Leaman M. D., graduate from Leaman Place. 


Princeton, studied with Dr. Francis Burrows, 
graduated from Jefferson College in 1849, Pastor 
of Cedar Grove Church. Human P&A at Lafay- 


ette. 

1844 Dr. Samuel Keneagy, native and some of our Strasburg. 
folks still remember him. 

1844 Dr. Martin Musser known for his knowledge of Lampeter. 


bones. Folks came from near and far for his 
salve. Had three sons, Dr. Jacob studied with 
his father. Dr. F. M. and Benj. studied with 
their fatherand then got their college degrees. 
Dr. Martin was an intimate friend of the re- 
nowned Dr. John Eberle of Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dr. Martin died in 1850. 


1848 Dr. Geo. J. Hoover, son of Jacob Hoover of Paradise. 
} Strasburg. 
1850 Dr. Benj. Musser, son of Dr. Martin came to Strasburg. 


Strasburg in 1850. He enjoyed an extensive 
and laborious practice. Many young doctors 
studied with him before going to college to get 
their degree. He worked hard and kept abreast 
of the most advanced ideas of medical thought 
was a cultured gentleman and well thought of 


in society. Died in 1883. 


Dr. Francis S. Burrows, graduate of University _ Paradise. 
of Dublin. Died in 1854. 
1849 Dr. Daniel Musser gave up practice to become Lampeter. 


a Mennonite Bishop. 
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1849 


1850 
1861 


1862 


1864 
1865 


1866 


1868 
1868 


1870 
1875 
1875 
1875 
1877 


188] 


1888 
1906 
1925 
1930 
1931 
1946 
1948 


Dr. Martin Musser, brother of Dr. Benj. studied 
with him here. 

Dr. Jacob Musser 

Dr. A. J. Herr, son of Benj. Herr of Strasburg 
Township. Doctor in the Army of the Potomac. 
After he was mustered out was doctor of the 
Lancaster Co. Home. 

Dr. Robert Girvin was born in Strasburg, son of 
Isaac Girvin. Impressed by theneed for hospi- 
tals in Philadelphia and influenced Dr. E. D. 
Saunders to give his large estate at 39th and 
Powelton Ave., to the Presbyterians where they 
built the Presbyterian Hospital . 

Dr. Brainerd Leaman, son of the Rev. John Lea- 
man M. D. Surgeon to the Penna. R. R. 

Dr. Jacob G. Weaver, graduate of Jefferson 
College 1865. Dr. Weaver located here and 
also opened the drug store. He also studied 
under Dr. Benj. Musser. 

Dr. J. Henry Musser, nephew of Dr. Martin, 
Sr., born in Lampeter in 1854. Studied with 
his Uncle Dr. Benj. and graduated from Jeffer- 
son College in 1866. President of the Medical 
Society in 1882. Married Miss Leida Mussel - 
man. 

Dr. M. B. Musser, born in Strasburg Township 
in 1846. Studied with Dr. Benj. here one year. 
Spent nine months at Bellevue Hospital, N. Y. 
Graduated at Jefferson College 1868. Resident 
physician of Philadelphia Hospital. 

Dr. Mary E. Wilson, lived at New Providence. 
Her father was a farmer and a tanner. 

Dr. M. M. Augustus Winters, born in Strasburg 
Township. His grandparents made muskets for 
the soldiers. Died in 1876. 

Dr. F. M. Musser 

Dr. H. E. Musser, brother of Dr. M. B. 

Dr. Amos H. Smith 

Dr. Henry Black. Born in Strasburg. 

Dr. John Musser, son of Dr. Benj. Musser 


Dr. T. M. Rohrer 
Son of John Rohrer, New Providence. 


Strasburg and 
Cumberland Co. 


Smoketown 


Philadelphia 


Strasburg. 


Lampeter and 
New Providence. 


Philadelphia. 


Lancaster. 


Lancaster. 


Witmer. 

New Centerville. 
Paradise. 

Strasburg. 

Chief of Medical 
Dispensary of the 
University of Penna. 
Quarryville. 


M. D.'s who were well known by the present generation: 


Dr. Geo. Day 

Dr. Wm. S. Tinney 

Dr. J. L. Mowery 

Dr. Clayton B. Mather 
Dr. Stanley H. Hackman 
Dr. J. W. Prowell 

Dr. Henry S. Wentz 
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Strasburg. 
Strasburg. 
Strasburg. 
Strasburg. 
Strasburg. 
Strasburg. 
Strasburg. | 


DENTISTS VETERNARIANS 


1860 Dr. Josiah A. Martin Dr. W. D. Clark, E. Main St. 
1870 Dr. Isaac Walker Father of Dr. Ed. P. Of Intercourse 
1916 Dr. Fred Ammon also a Vet. now practicing. 
Dr. Robert S. Bordner Dr. Frank Bachman lived where Mrs. 
ae Dr. Harold K. Groff B. F. Yuninger lives. 
1936 Dr. F. F. Fairlamb 
1947 Dr. E. Mark Weaver 


THE REV. NATHANIEL WELSHARD SAMPLE 


Strasburg's Newspaper "The Home." It is thought that the influence of the 
Rev. Nathaniel W. Sample who resided here for over fifty years had a great deal to 
do with the organization of our Church. 

Mr. Sample was born in Peach Bottom, Pa. in 1752. His grandparents came 
from Ireland. He prepared for college at Robert Smith's School at Pequea and grad- 
vated from Princeton College in 1776. He studied Theology under private teacher 
and was licensed to preach by the Newcastle Presbytery in 1779. The congregation 
of Leacock, Middle Octorara and Lancaster united in a call to him but he held the 
call under consideration for almost a year. He finally accepted the call in August 
1781. In December he was ordained at Leacock Church and installed as Pastor of the 
three congregations. This charge continued for forty years when he resigned ata 
meeting of Presbytery in Lancaster, September 25, 1821. The practice of owning a 
slave was not frowned onso strongly in the early daysand Mr. Sample owned one for 
a house servant. His salary when he accepted the call was 500 bu. wheat. Two 
hundred from Leacock, two hundred from Middle Octorara and 100 hundred from 
Lancaster Church as that was the youngest and smallest church at that time. By 1815 
other arrangements were made as to salary and he was paid in English currency. 

He represented the Presbytery at Newcastle as a commissioner to the General 
Assembly in 1793-1895. He conducted a school of Theology in his home here where 
he settled when heaccepted the call and lived hereuntil he died on August 26, 1834. 
It is thought he lived in the house John Hagan later occupied. 

"In 1791 the Scientific Society of Strasburg was organized with Nathaniel W. 
Sample as President." Class 26. 

"In the war of 1812, Nathaniel W. Sample was one of the Brigade Inspectors 
Lie Fourth Div. of the Penna. Militia, commanded by Major General Jas. White- 

bt HEB E: 

"In 1816 when the Borough of Strasburg was organized Mr. Sample was one 
of the Councilman." Class 26. 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Martinin a letter to Rev. A. B. Cross saysof Mr. Sample: 
"He is apopular preacher. Corpulent and very few menappeared to better advanatage 
in the pulpit. His voice was voluminousand very harmonious and his fancy was quite 
abundant, and truth flowed from his lips in a very winning form. He was much loved 
and was heard by many with pleasure and profit." 

Mr. Sample's school was known as the Strasburg Academy, Training the pupils 
in the Arts, Sciences and Theology. Many became eminent and useful ministers. 

The Rev. Sample's son, Dr. Samuel R. Sample was acting Surgeon of the 5th 
Wisconsin Regiment of the Civil War. 


EDUCATION 


It hasbeen said of the early settlers of North America thatbefore they plant- 
ed their first corn, they had planned or started to build a church and schoolhouse. 

Textbooks in the early days were the New Testament, spelling book and cip- 
hering book. ni 

Dr. Houston wrote, "The ministers in the churches, sixty per cent being grad- 
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vates from Edinburgh, Glasglow and Dublin were well prepared to act as Principals 
and teachers." 
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STRASBURG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


"In this year in which the Provincial authorities placed education in the 
hands of the Protestant Societies; the Swiss Mennonites, settlers in the 
Pequea Valley established a log meeting house to be used asa school. 
This was near Willow Street in West Lampeter Township. Mellingers' 
Meeting House in East Lampeter Township hada separate school building 
near it. This, with the Strasburg Meeting House and school, are among 
Lancaster County's oldest schools."" Dr. Klein. 

"The Rev. Nathaniel W. Sample D. D. made his home in Strasburg, no 
doubt on account of it being centrally located to his three churches, 
Leacock, Middle Octorara and First Pres. Church of Lancaster, Pa. He 
conducted the Strasburg Academy in his home where Hebrew, Latin and 
Greek were taught also Theology. It is thought he lived in the house 
which Mr. John Hagan later occupied." Home. 

"About this time Geo. Duffield conducteda classical school in the house 
opposite Weaver's Drug Store. His father was a merchantand his grand- 
father Gov. McKean." E&E 

"John Whiteside established aschool in which Latin, Greek and Hebrew 
were taught." 26. 

"The first regular school house in Strasburg was built. A small one story 
house afterwards the New Mennonite Church on North Jackson St. taught 
Oy Mihi Aare hetce. 726. 

"About this time there were two other schools, one on N. Jackson St. 
taughtby Edwin Hartand a Primary school at the east endof town taught 
by Isaac Walker, afterwards taught by Wm. Mackey and his sister." 26 
"About this time Mr. Robert Elliot of Strasburg conducted an Academy 
for ten yearsor more after the Revolution. He closed the school in 1811 
in order to become Secretary to Congressman Amos Slaymaker. Within 
two weeks of his arrival in Washington, he was appointed Chaplain to 
Congress." Dr. Klein. 

"Mrs. Haines opened a private school for girls in a small one-story log 
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1839 


1827 


1845 


1831 


1856 


1870 


1870 
1877-1900 


1913-1919 


house which stood east of the present Methodist Church. One of the 
requirements of her school was that each pupil should furnish her own 
chair. These girls were taught spelling, reading, writing, sewing, cip- 
hering, and singing. Tuition three cents a day. Some pupils rode four 
or five miles daily to attend the school." 26. 

"The Rev. David McCarter A. M. found a Strasburg Academy. He was 
Pastor of our church. This was one of the most flourishing academies in 
the countries for some years and attended by pupils from many states. 
Part of it was built from bricks taken from thebelfry of the St. Michael's 
Lutheran when it was torn down in 1835. Mr. McCarter taught ancient 
languages, Mr. D. B. Albright and Mr. D. Evans taught English and 
Mathematics. Mr. G. Schoerer of the University of Bavaria taught lang- 
vages and mathematics. Mr. E. E. Gates was the music teacher. They 
could accomodate fifty students. There was a daily mail and stage from 
Lancaster to Strasburg at that time. Students had to attend church every 
Sunday and many times most of them attended the First Pres. Church." 
Taken from the School's Catalogue and Circular issued in 1851-1852. 
The Greater Lancaster Paper Edition of October 24, 1927 tells us that 
a Strasburg Academy was established by Wesley Warren and John Eshel- 
man. 

About this time a Female Seminary was started by Miss Ann McCullough. 
Mrs. Milton H. Ranck's grandmother attended this school from 1834- 
1842. In Maria's arithmeticare written the names of her classmates under 
the date of July 28, 1842: Fannie Bachman (cousin), Letitia Barr, Isabel 
Blair, Janette Ring, Elizabeth Salome Groff, Elizabeth Lefever, Sarah 
M. Eshelman, Margarette Steele, Miss Sherts (probably aschool teacher), 
Lucinda Neal, Martha Hendricks, Maria L. Slaymaker, Jane Steele, Mary 
Witmer, Lucinda Denthall, Sarah Rowe. Maria was also the grandmother 
of Huber Hess. 

As early as 1829 Gov. Wolf ina speech to the Legislature of Penna. 
urged the passing of an actestablishing a general system of education by 
common schools. 

Thos. Burrows, who was born just a few doors below the square on W, 
Main Street, in Strasburg and educated in Quebec-Trinity College, 
Dublin and elsewhere, was elected to the House of Representatives as a 
Whig. He was instrumental in getting a group of Strasburg's citizens to- 
gethernamely James McPhail, Geo. Hoffman, Amos Gilbert, John Brack- 
bill, Ben J. Herr and B. B. Gonder to consider the question of Public 
Schools. Resolutions were adopted and a committee consisting of B. B. 
Gonder and Samuel Spielman were appointed to go to Harrisburg to present 
the subject to the Legislature. Although it came up annually before the 
Legislature, nothing was done until the Spring of 1834 when it is said 
through the efforts of Thos. Burrows and his committee, the act was passed. 
Mr. Burrows made his home here. He was the First Supt. of Public In- 
struction in the state in 1835. When the Lancaster County Educational 
Society met in Strasburg in 1852 they organized the first institute for the 
benefit of teachers in Lancaster County. 

"Strasburg High School was built and was considered one of the best in 
the state. This with two otherschool buildings took care of the education 
of children until 1870." 26. | 

"The School Directors erected the two story buildingonFranklin St. which 
cared for Primary, Secondary and Grammar grades." 26. 

"First class graduated from Strasburg High School." 26. 

"An intermediate grade was added to provide for the increased attend- 
ance." 26. 

"Other additions were added for the intermediate grades." 26. 
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LAMPETER-STRASBURG HIGH SCHOOL 


1923 "The Parent Teachers Association was organized in October." 26. 


1924 "The HighSchool, the oldest in the county, was remodeled as more space 
was needed." 26. 
1944 The Strasburg High School burned to the ground on December 22, 1944. 


Classes were held in churches of the town until the newelementary school 
was built in 1948 at a cost of $125,000. High School pupils went by 
bus and attended the McCaskey High School of Lancaster, Pa. 
1954 In 1954 an addition was added to this building at the cost of $200,000. 
1954 The West Lampeter Township and Strasburg Township and Strasburg Boro 
united and built the fine Lampeter-Strasburg High School inWest Lampeter 
Township at a cost of $1,400,000. 


¥ INDIANS 


"Indian tribes who dwelt in the primitive forests of Lancaster County were the 
Susquehannocks, Shawanese, Gavanese, Delawares and the Nanticokes. Susque- 
hannocks were on the river of that name prior to 1600. The Conestogas were a mix- 
ture of a number of tribes and lived on the Conestoga Flats near Turkey Hill, a few 
miles below Lancaster. When they became crowded out by the white settlers, Penn 
assigned them the right to live on Conestoga Manor, where they lived peaceably with 
the whites until the Paxson Episode." Dr. Klein. 

"Judge Landis in his study of 1910 has shown that the chief fort of the Susque- 
hannocks in the latter part of the 17th century was on the western bank of the Sus- 
quehanna River almost opposite Washington Borough." Dr. Klein. 

"Judge Landis also writes - On Taylor's map of Conestoga Manor of 1717 that 
what we know as Washington Borough was the site of Martin Chartiere's Trading Post. 
The Shawanese and Gavanese were also located here at this time. Martin Chartiere 
was a French Fur Trader who married a Shawanese squaw and was always loyal to 
England. After his death, his son, Peter also a Fur Trader married a Shawanese also 
and took the most warlike section of the tribe to fight for the French in the French 
and Indian War." Dr. Klein. 

"The Shawanese were wanderers and after having been away some time they 
came back and wanted to settle at the mouthof the Pequea. The Chief of the Cones- 
togas living near Turkey Hill took the Shawanese Chief to see Wm. Penn, whoallowed 
them to settle at the mouth of the Pequea if the Chief of the Conestogas would be 
responsible for them." E&E. 

"Mr. Eshelman's review of Conestoga, 1715-1729 states, "In 1711 another 
Indian Council was held at Indiantown, partly to get them to agree not to harm the 
Swiss Mennonites who had settled at Pequea. While the Pequea Colony at Willow 
Street were all Swiss Mennonites, the settlement at Conestoga consisted of Scotch 
Irish and English core bordering on both sides of the river and surrounded by scores 
of German Swiss on all sides." Dr. Klein. 

Many councils with the Pens and Governors were held at Indiantown and at 
the mouth of the Pequea. These Indians after this country was settled would fish the 
Octorara, Pequea and Conestoga Creeks, but when hunting went farther west beyond 
the settlements. The great demand for beaver pelts from Europe and the easy method 
of trapping them cleaned out the beavers very early. The gentlemen loved their 
beaver hats. Otherwise except for turkeys the game today is much the same as it was 
then. Abounty was paid for foxes and wolves and they were keptdown. Anoccasional 
wildcat or black bear would wander into civilizationand until it was shot the school 
children had a vacation. 

A Moravian writes, "In 1762 an important Indian council was being held in 
Lancaster and one evening these savages startled our congregation exceedingly by 
appearing during our service and filling all the windows with their swarthy faces. 
Some of them had large knivesin their hands. Three hundred were gathered from all 
parts of the Province in an encampment just west of town and nightly terrified the 
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inhabitants by the hideous noise of their drunken carousals." Dr. Klein. 

"York County still belonged to the Indians in 1722." Dr. Klein. 

There was an old Shawanese village south of Gap. 

"One of the first acts of the Lancaster Courts was to license Indian Traders. 
The first man to secure a license was Jas. Patterson." 


THE SCOTCH IRISH 


"In speaking of the Scotch Irish one can understand why the Presbyterians were 
the backbone of the Revolution. Their grievance was directly against England, whereas 
the other settlers were differently situated. Mennonites, Germans, and Swiss Huge- 
notssettled herein most cases with afelling of gratitude toward England and accepted 
the rigorous conditions in their wilderness homes. Presbyterians on the other hand, 
could not think of their lot in the New World, without feeling bitterness against the 
government which had made it necessary for them to imigrate. They were American 
patriots almostbefore landing in America. The first public voice in America for dis- 
solving all connections with Great Britain came from the Scotch Irish Presbyterians. 
King George is said to have thought of the American Revolution asthe "Presbyterian 
Rebellion." Once he said, It is these pestiferous Presbyterians. They are always 
in unrest, and will be in unrest until they are wiped out." Dr. Klein. 

Dr. Jacob N. Beam in the History of Old Leacock states, "Tories never had 
a chance in Leacock. In this day politics were greatly influenced by religion. The 
Quakers were here first. They occupied the best land near Philadelphia and were 
contented. They had the State and County offices in their control. They were sat- 
isfied with the rule of the English. They were pacifists and did not wish to fight, 
and in most of these things were supported until about 1770 by members of the German 
established churches. When the War was over, the Quakers, along with the Penns, 
had been deprived of State offices and those in non-Quaker counties, all of which 
went to the Scotch Irish and Germans." 

W.U. Hensel: "The Scotch Irish who came here were nota low born or 
peasant class, unskilledand inscientific. Besides the farmers there were iron mongers, 
weavers, merchants, mariners, and mechanics and they brought with them special 
textile knowledge of flax raising and linen making, so important a domestic interest 
in that day." 

The first emigration of Scotch Irish from Ulster, Ireland was between 1712- 
1718. There were so many emigrating from Ireland that there weren't enough boats 
to bring them. New England viewed this emigration omniously. Boston in 1718- 
1719 took measures to clear the town of these “passengers lately arrived from Ireland." 
Spoke of them as "parcel of Irish." In 1726 Philadelphia became the principal port 
of debarkation when about 6000 arrived. Failure in crops in Ireland brought 12000 
between 1729 and 1750. At least 6000 settled in Pennsylvania. Dr. Klein. 


WARS 


"In 1733 France and Spain entered into a secret pact of ruin the maritime 
supremacy of England. There was ringing of bells in Penna. NorthAmerican Mercury 
newspaper stated on April 7, 1740 the great joy and public demonstrations upon the 
declaration of War against Spain. It further stated that there was a booming of guns 
in Philadelphia and toasts were drunk to the King, anda great love was shown for 
England." Dr. Klein. 

"The recruiting campaign reached into Lancaster County. Seven companies 
leftin September for the West Indies. Few returned. Many of the recruits were bound 
men who skipped their bonds and joined the army. One such was the bound man of 
Andrew Caldwell. There was a strong current of opposition to the sending of Penn- 
syl vanians to fight England's battles." Dr. Klein. 

"England was still at War with Spain in 1746 when companies were raised in 
Lancaster County, by the King's command out of 400 men, to be employed in con- 
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cert with the regular forces in the immediate reduction of Canada. At this time the 
Frenchand her Allies had began their depraditions in Maine and threatened to over- 
run the New England States. All the Eateries north of Virginia agreed to cooperate 
in invading Canada in 1747." Dr. Klein. 

"Lancaster County raised two regiments (32 companies each of 100 each). 
The Associated Regiment of Lancaster County on the Susquehanna, and the Associated 
Regiment of Lancaster County over the River Susquehanna, in 1747-48 when the 
Assembly voted to raise 120 companiesof Militiain Penna. As England did not invade 
Canada these requirements did not go into active service but were disbanded in Sept. 
1748 when peace was declared." Dr. Klein. 


THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR 


"English Fur Traders in the Ohio Valley caused the French Governor to assert 
French Soverignty there. Fur Tradersof Lancaster County were among the most active 
and daringatthe time. The operations of the famous Lowery family of Donegal Town- 
ship extended even to the Mississippi River. There were many others." Dr. Klein. 

"England had done very little to protect her colonies and Virginia had the 
task of resisting the encroachments of the French. Hostilities had been proceeding 
in America since 1752. French population in American numbered about 100,000. 
While the British Provinces and Colonies numbered it's white population at nearly 
2,000,000 and a negro population of almost 300,000. The fighting between Wash- 
ington and the French and Indians on the soil of Penna. in 1754 was very close to 
Lancaster, the only important frontier town. Residents undoubtedly were uneasy, and 
more, so, whenrumors spread that the Chippewas, Ontarios and Adirondacks had gone 
over to the French as allies. War existed." Dr. Klein. | 

"It cannot be said that Lancaster County men were among the fighting units 
that composed Braddock's forces, but there is evidence that the burden of supply rested 
mainly on Lancaster County. Quoting Eshelman, "In the French and Indian War be- 
ginning in 1754, when there were perhaps 4500 men in the county, she furnished 
thirteen companies with their company and regimental officers; and also scores of teams 
and hundreds of wagonloads of provisions. One Indian Trader, Barnabas Hughes who 
founded Elizabethtown wasan officer under Braddock, a Captain anda commissary of 
subsistance. He was the first to reach Carlisle with the news of the disaster to Brad- 
dock's Army. Jas. Wright an Army contractor supplied Braddock's Army with flour 
and acted in like manner for Gen. Forbes in 1758." Dr. Klein. 

"The Pennsylvania Gazette of May 15, 1755 has an item reading: "We hear 
from the Counties of Lancaster, York and Cumberland that notice being given there 
that wagons and carriage horses are wanting for the use of the Army. Great numbers 
were immediately offered and one hundred and fifty wagons laden with oats, Indiaa 
corn and other forage was despatched to the camp in a few days, and as many more 
might have been had if wanted. The people offering with great readiness and cheer- 
fulness from a zeal for His Majesty's Service." Dr. Klein. 

"Another convoy of wagons left on May 29 for Willis Creek from Lancaster 
County." . 
"A further convoy left in June. John Jacob Eichholtz was one of the wagon- 
masters; and one of the wagoners comes into the record as having drawn acannon into 
battle line on the fateful day with eleven horses, all of which were shot." 

"Another item later charging Colonel Dunbar with damage done to pasturage 
in or near Lancaster by quartering troops, cattle, and horses in local meadows while 
retreating to Philadelphia." 

"The Penna. Gazette" of August 21, 1755, has a paragraph reading, "What 
seems most remarkable is that all wagoners from Lancaster and York counties in this 
Province who engaged in the service of the army have returned safe but two, one of 
whom died of sickness." 

"For the next fewyears Lancaster County was very near the frontier, indeed, 
the Susquehanna River was looked upon as the border line. Almost assoon as the news 
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came of Braddock's defeat, all who lived west of the Susquehanna River, and could, 
removed their women folk and children eastward of the river." 

"Reports that there had been an Indian massacre not more than forty miles from 
Harris ferry (Harrisburg) reached Lancasteron October 30, 1755. Our communication 
stating that, "Our Courthouse bell has been ringing most of the time since, to call 
the inhabitants to some consultation for safety." Many of the devout Lancasterians 
felt the danger to be a merited rebuke from heaven for their excesses, in having wan- 
tonly wasted the bountiful harvests in 1751-1752 by erecting distilleries to consume 
the wheat by convertingit into poison. The droughtof the years 1753-54-55 increased 
the despondency of the the pastoral section. The Scotch Irish of the Donegal sec- 
tion squared their shoulders to meet the threatened danger. The Gazette on October 
30, 1755 stated that, "They heard there are about one hundred men gone up to Harris 
Ferry out of Donegal and adjacent places." 

In December it was decided to build a chain of block houses along the frontier 
and to man them with twenty five to seventy five "provincials." The marauding bands 
of French and Indians held to their evil work throughout the winter, attacking Juniata 
settlementand isolated homesteads. Fear had driven the settlers on the west bank of 
the Susquehanna River into the Interior: Indians had raided to within a few miles of 
Reading and laid waste most of Northumberland County, reaching to within twenty 
miles of Easton." 

"Angry townsmenof Lancaster and other frontier places resolved to "repair to 
Philadelphia and compel the Provincial authorities to pass proper laws to defend the 
country and oppose the enemy." 

"April, 1756 was formally declared by the Provine of Pennsylvania against 
the Delaware Nation, it being decided to carry the War to the Shawnee too. The 
government even went to the extent of offering rewards or bounties for the scalps of 
Indians, male or female over twelve years of age." 

"A Military Act was passed providing for twenty-five companies, in all four- 
teen hundred men under Col. John Armstrong, Lt. Col. Conrad Weiser, and Major 
James Burd. The latter two from Lancaster County. These companies were distributed 
at points of vantage in the disturbed areas, garrisoning the ten forts built on the east 
side. The year was spent mainly on the defensive and the militia gave reasonable 
protection in Pennsylvania." 

"Gov. Denny helda Council withrepresentatives of the lriquois Confederacy 
in Lancasterin May and anotherat Easton in August, yet the Delawaresand the Shaw- 
anese could not hold the peace. Col. Armstrong wiped out the Indian village of 
Kittaning on the Allegheny and thereafter the Indian situation in Pennsylvahia was 
less troublesome. In May 1757 the Gov. came to Lancaster to meet the Indian De- 
puties. Council was held in the Lancaster Court House. Shortly afterwards peace 
between the Delawares, Shawanese, and Pennsylvania was agreed upon. In October 
1758 the Governors of Pennsylvania, New Jersey with Sir Wm. Johnson and other 
Englishagents met at Easton with the Deputies of fifteen Indian Nations, and signed 
a formal treaty of peace; thus removing mostof the fear of anIndian War and leaving 
the English forces unhampered to fight the French. All outrages did not cease, but 
these were the acts of irresponsible roving Indians." Dr. Klein. 

"Lancaster County troops had considerable part in the operations against Fort 
Du Quesne. Gen. Forbes forceof 6,350 included 2700 Pennsylvania troops, perhaps 
more. Jn addition Gen. Forbes was served with one thousand Waggoners and Laborers. 
The next year Lancaster County perhaps was represented by 3000r more waggoners and 
laborers in service with Forbes inl758. Peace did not come until 1763, but it was 
over in 1760, as far as it effected America." Dr. Klein. 

"The French Garrison at Detriot passed through Lancaster on January 15, 
1761 en route to Philadelphia. The Philadelphia paper carried little that was exciting 
until 1763 when Indian unrest was increasing afd eventually led to the "Paxton Boys" 
on Lancaster." Dr. Klein. 

"The Rev. John Elder failing to secure protection at the hands of the Govern- 
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ment organized the men of Derry and Paxtang and Hanover for the protection of their 
lives and property. Mr. Elder's volunteers were known as the "Paxtang Boys" or Pax- 
tang Rangers. They suffereddeeply as follows: May 15, 1757, eleven killed at Pax- 
tang, August 19, 1759, fourteen killed at Hanover, Mr. Zanchy's congregation. 
Warfare continued forseven years. On December 14, 1753 the Indians of Conestoga 
were attackedand all were put to death irrespective of age or sex. Six were killed. 
Those that were not athome at the time were placed in the Lancaster prison for safety 
but the Paxtang Rangers came to Lancaster and broke into the prison and murdered all 
the Indians there. The Rev. Elder wrote to Gov. Penn: "The storm which has been 
so long gathering has at lengthexploded. What could | do with men heated to mad- 
ness? All | could do was done; | expostulated, but life and reason were set at de- 
fiance. And yet the menin private life are virtuous and respectable. Not cruel but 
mild andmerciful. This deed magnified into the blackestof crimes shall be consider- 
ed as one of those youthful ebullitions of wrath caused by momentary excitement to 
which human infirmity is subject." M. O. 

"In 1763, if not earlier, the Lancaster farmers were wont to go into the harvest 
fields with guns on their shoulders; and those opposed to Warfare "paid armed men" 
to guard them while they gathered their crops." Dr. Klein. 

"The Pennsylvania Gazette of September 8, 1763 carries an item regarding 
a body of men who went from Lancaster and other neighborhoods to Great Island in 
the West Branch of the Susquehanna to fight the savages. Among them Clemens, Scott, 
Chambers, McLaughlin and others were wounded. The party consisted of 110 men, 
is that was the aftermath of the War, nota partof the Frenchand Indian War." Dr. 
Klein. 

In the Pennsylvania Archives, 2nd series, Vol. II are listed all the names of 
the officers who served during the French and Indian Wars. Many of those undoubt- 
edly are those of Lancaster County men; but the regiments were general Pennsylvania 
organizations, and so cannot positively be localized. The only list that can be con- 
fidently quoted is that headed "Associated Companies, Lancaster County 1756." Dr. 
Klein. 

The Presbyterian Church's motto during the Revolutionary War was "A church 
without a bishop, and a State without a King." 

"The Declaration of Independence was under debate. John Witherspoon arose 
and said, "There is a tide of affairs of men, a nick of time. We perceive it before 
us now. To hesitate is to consent to our own slavery. That noble instrument upon 
your table which insures immortality to itsauthors, should be subscribed to this morning 
by every pen in the house. He that will not respond to its accents and strain every 
nerve to carry into effect its provisions; is unworthy the name of a freeman. For my 
part; of property | have some, of repurtation more. That reputation is staked, that 
property is pledged on the issue of this contest. Andalthough these grey hairs must 
soon descend into the sepulchre; | would infinitely rather they descend thither by the 
hands of the public executioner, than desert at this crisis, the sacred cause of my 
country." Told to the Continental Congress when they were wavering on signing the 
Declaration of Independence, by John Witherspoon the most distinguished Presbyterian 
Minister west of the Atlantic Ocean; the Father of the Presbyterian Church in North 
America." Presbyterian Church by the Rev. John M. Krebs D. D. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR - Dr. Klein 


"The Gazette of March 21, 1765 deplores the falling prices of country produce 
and adds "The late Act of Parliment has so cramped the exportation of lumber that 
nothing is to be made that way, nor, being shut out of Ireland, Spain and Lisbon, we 
have nowhere to send them except to the islands, which must have them at their own 
price." He recommended the farmers to cultivate, hemp and flax more generally." 

"In Lancaster County, thirteen constables who were afraid to report to Court 
because of the Stamp Act were fined ten shillings each. The Stamp Act was ignored 
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by the Court of Lancaster County. The friction between the Colonies was only tem- 
porarily removed. The inhabitants of Lancaster County declared an absolute boycott 
on English goods on June 19, 1770, and made public their feelings, "That should any 
fellow townsman handle such goods for use or sale they would detest and abhor him 
or them as traitors to the interest of this country and never have any fellowship or 
correspondence with them or any of them; and they would publish his or her name to 
the world to remain as a lasting monument of infamy." 

"A meeting of the voters of Lancaster County was held in the Court House in 
Lancaster December 15, 1774 to choose a committee to observe the conduct of all 
persons touching the general Association of the general Congress. "War had come." 

"An effort was made to gather all ammunition and lead that Lancasterians 
might have. Chas. Hamilton a merchant transferred to the committee 26 casks of 
powder and about 800 cwt. of lead. His was the largest stock by any merchantin the 
county. Even quarter-casks of powder were taken, for the need was an urgent one." 

"Upon the Committee of Observation and Inspection devolved the responsibility 
for the arming of the units of citizen troops then being rapidly formed. About the first 
company to be formed in Lancaster County was "The Liberty Company of Londonderry," 
organized on May 17, 1775, by Jacob Cook and others. Jacob Cook of Donegal 
Township was elected Captain, Wm. Hay, Ist Lt., Robert Mc Queen, 2nd Lt. and 
David McQueen, ensign. Many other companies were organized in Lancaster County. 
It is not possible to state how many men from Lancaster County enlisted in the Penn- 
sylvania regiments of the Continental Line. The eleven battalions of Militia from 
Lancaster County were known under the County name; but those companies raised in 
Lancaster County for Line or Regular regiments lost their identity and cannot be con- 
fidently localized. Two companies of "expert riflemen" were raised in Lancaster 
County in June 1775, one at the request of Continental Congress, which called upon 
Pennsylvania to raise eight companies, and march to the support of Massachusetts. 
Eshelman writes as follows regarding the contribution of the county to the man-power 
of Continental regiments: "Two companies of expert riflemen were formed, and with- 
out waiting for the other seven comprising the Pennsylvania battalion, they marched 
to the seat of war, arriving at Cambridge, Mass. early in July, 1775; where they 
rendered efficient service and were highly complimented." Mr. Eshelman continues: 
"| have been the names of 577 in the regular forces, but there were many more who 
entered active service during the urgent calls of 1776-77-78; taking part in the Battles 
of Brandywine, Germantown, Long Island, and Monmouthand as members of the "Fly- 
ing Camp" of which the muster rolls have never been published. Also in the campaigns 
in New York and New Jersey. Some authorities say there was about thirty companies 
and about 2,500 men." : 

"The enlistment of the Battalion of Riflemen was for one year. Not all who 
applied were accepted. The men were required to reach a high standard in Physique 
and Marksmanship. Two companies of riflemen were ordered to join the command of 
_ Col. Arnold who was then organizing the forces for the expedition against Quebec. 
This expedition failed an account of the rigors of the winter." 

"The pay of a private was $5.00 a month and he would have to find his own 
arms and clothes with the exception of "one felt hat, a pair of yarn stockings and a 
pair of shoes." 

"The records of the Pennsylvania regiments of the Continental Line are very 
implete. The fire which destroyed the records in the War Office in 1800 consumed 
the original rollsand papers relating to the service of the Pennsylvania Line. In all 
probibility Lancaster County men were to be found in almost all of the Pennsylvania 
regiments of the Line. There was much consolidation and reorganization as the War 
proceeded. At best the records of the Pennsylvania Line and Regular units are fra- 
gmentary. In the Militia battalions the commissioned personnel is given but not what 
township. The Lancaster Militia fought well and "were commended for their bravery 
at Brandywine and Germantown." . 

In Dr. Jacob N. Beam's article in the History of Old Leacock Church, he 
states, "Old Leacock's widest fame is the story of John Woodhull, the Pastor. He 
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took along with him into the armed services of the Colonies all the ablebodied men 
of his congregation. Afteran exhortation, psalmand prayer they bade their loved ones 
farewell and marched eastward down the old road led by James Crawford and James 
Mercer to meet Robert Byers andhis company from Pequea on their way to New York 
and Long Island by way of Philadelphia, Princeton and Morristown on August 5, 1776." 

"The men whoserved from Leacock were mostly in the Militia. The 5th Bat- 
talion to which our men belonged, in the march to Long Island in 1776 were enlisted 
for only six weeks. As early as September of that year John Woodhull was writing 
his wife that he did not need to write further lettersas he expected the company soon 
to be dismissed. This was just a month after they marched away. John Ferree of 
Strasburg Township was Colonel of the committee on Observation and Correspondence 
and David Watson and Nathaniel Lightner of the church represented Leacock Town- 
ship. Some of the Leacock men were laterin the Flying Camp. John Woodhull, Pastor 
of Leacock was Chaplain of the 5th and 7th Battalions." 

Mr. Beamlists those whom he has beenable to trace who were in the service 
whom we would be interested in: 

Ferree, John, lived in Strasburg Township and a member at Leacock. He was 
Col. of the Battalion of the Associators for which a company was formed in Leacock 
Township on July 5, 1775. His Battalion started for the Jerseys, August 19, 1776. 

Hawthorn, James, was a private in James Mercer's Leacock Company of the 
5th Battalion in 1776. 

Hawthorn, Samuel wasan Ensignin John Boyd's Battalion anda Lt. in the 5th 
Company of George Stewart's Battalion in 1780. 

Mercer, James, was a Captain of the 2nd Company of James Crawford's 5th 
Battalion in 1776. Major in John Boyd's 7th Battalion in 1777 and Col. in the Ist 
Battalion raised later in the war for duty in Eastern Lancaster County. 

Mcllvaine, Geo. Duffield, eldest son of Robert Mcllvanine of Strasburg Town- 
ship. Was commissioned a Lt. in the 5th Battalion of Associaters of Lancaster of Lan- 
caster County on August 7, 1775, and was Ist Lt. in John Slaymaker's 5th Company 
in John Boyd's Battalion in 1777. 

Mcllvaine, Robert Jr., in John Slaymaker's Company of John Boyd's 7th Bat- 
talion in 1777. Age 18. Private. 

Slaymaker, Amox, son of Henry. An Ensign of his Uncle Henry!s Company 
in John Boyd's Battalion and saw service in New Jersey. He was later County Com- 
missioner, a member of the State Legislature and was in Congress from October 11, 
1814 until March 3, 1815. He is buried at Leacock. 

Slaymaker, Daniel, Private in the Company of his brother, John, in John 
Boyd's Battalion in 1777 at Brandywine. 

Slaymaker, Henry, Private in the Company of his brother, John, in John 
Boyd's Battalion in 1777 at Brandywine. 

Slaymaker, John son of the immigrant, Matthias. Was a waggoner in Brad- 
dock's Expedition in 1855. He was Captain of the Strasburg Township Company in 
John Boyd's Battalion and was at the Battle of Brandywine. 

Slaymaker, Matthias, Jr., son of immigrant, Matthias, was a private in the 
Company of his brother, Captain John, in Col. John. Boyd's Battalion in 1777. A Lt. 
in Col. Stewart's Ist Battalionin 1780 and a Captain in the same Battalion in 1781-82. 

White, Alexander, of Strasburg Township is mentioned in Woodhull's letters. 
He was Captain in Geo. Stewart's Battalion in 1780." Jacob Beam. 

"Bernard Frazer, in 1773 went to Boston. When the war broke out he enlisted 
in the Army. Early in the warhe was wounded, taken prisoner by the British and was 
not released until the end of the war. Upon his return to Strasburg he was a very 
successful acrivener. He died in 1816 and was buried in St. Michael's cemetery." 


Class 26. 
THE WAR OF 1812 - Dr. Klein 


"The offer of the Lancaster County Companies was not accepted for the emer- 
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gency of 1812, which called to service about 2,409 volunteer militia of Pennsylvania 
for service for Lake Erie and the Niagara Frontier. Troops nearer the scene were 
used. These Lancaster County troops were of the Fourth Division of Pennsylvania 
Militia of which John Slaymaker was Captain of the Rifel Co., and Nathaniel W. 
Sample a Brigade Inspector. 

The following Spring when news came that a British Fleet had landed a strong 
force at Chesapeake Bay, a Lancaster County Battalion took the field under the com- 
mand of James Humes, on the 13th. They were only in Maryland two weeks. The 
emergency passed without fighting, but the rally was praise worthy. The other Lan- 
caster County Company was equally worthy and was knownas Slaymaker's (John Jr.) 
Rangers. 

; With Washington burned, Baltimore threatened and Philadelphia in danger, 
the Governor ordered on August 26 that the Second Brigade of the Second Division, 
and the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Divisions to gather at York. 

Major General Nathaniel Watson of Strasburg was given the command. Max- 
well Kennedy of Gap was General Watson's Aide with the rank of Major. The Lan- 
caster County troops were the first to march into Baltimore. They stayed in the field 
until the danger was over. Peace was declared in Belgium on December 24, 1814. 
Lancaster County did not receive the news until two months later. 

Major General Watson's division was not completely mustered out of active 
service until March 1815, but the greater part only served until December. The ser- 
vice of those was acknowledged, in part by General Watson in Division Orders from 
Camp Springfield, November 30, 1814; one paragraph reading: "The Generals will 
accept for themselvesand troops the thanks of the Major General for the uniform good 
conduct observed by the respectivebrigades. It gives the Major sincere pleasure that 
the order, regularity and discipline of the troops under his command have met his 
warmest approbation. He views their conduct as a pledge that they will never be 
wanting to themselves or their country." 

Lancaster County's record during the War is a creditable one. Though the 
fighting was not severe, the spirit of patriotism manifested contributed to the War 
History of Lancaster County." Dr. Klein. 


THE MEXICAN WAR - Dr. Klein 
1846-1848 


"The Mexican Warbrought into service comparatively few men from Lancaster 
County; and those who did serve were lost asmen from Lancaster County in the ranks 
of military units organized in other places. The "Cameron Guards" of Harrisburg en- 
listed about a dozen of Lancasterians including Lt. H. A. Hambright, and other men 
from Lancaster County joined Philadelphia Companies. Some being present at the 
capture of Mexico City. 

"Regarding Lancaster County; "the brothers Roland A. and John F. Luther of 
New Holland won Captaincies in the Palo Alto fighting." Dr. J. M. Foltz from 
Lancaster became Surgeon General. Col. Geo. Nauman commanded a regiment and 
at its head entered Mexico City. During the last months of the war he commanded 
the fortress of San Juan de Ulloa at Vera Cruz. There thedeath toll by yellow fever 
was appalling. Major John Fulton Reynolds under Gen. Taylor in defense of Fort 
Brown, Monterey, Buena Vista. He reverted in peace time to Lt. 


“CIVIL WAR 
All Men are Created Equal. 


"As early as 1845 the "Clemson Gang" near Gap were kidnapping colored 
slaves who came North, and took them South and sold them in slavery." E&E. 

"The first opposition to slavery seems to have started in 1819. Citizens gat- 
hered at Lancaster Court House to discuss slavery in the United States. Negro slaves 
were not anymore severely treated than were "redemptioners, who were sold in servi- 
tude to pay for the cost of their passage to America." The records of the Court fully 
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show the frequency of runaway redemptioners who in many cases were treated harshly. 
Slavery as it existed in Pennsylvania was a mild type and her citizens did not carry 
on a traffic in slaves." E&E. 

"The Legislature of Pennsylvania passed on Act in 1780 declaring all servi- 
tude for life of slavery of children in consequence of the slavery of their mothers should 
be abolished forever. There was considerable evasion of the law. A number of 
masters. There were many hairbreath escapes and captures at Columbia where they 
crossed the river. In the newspapers of Lancaster County about 1820, one finds the 
following notices: "Ran away on April 20, 1822, a servant boy named James Craw- 
ford. Six and a half cents reward." "Ran away from Peter Espenshade aservant girl. 
Had onand took with her one new calico and one good linsey frock. Twelve cents 
reward." E&E. 

"The first bloodshed in the United States caused by the Fugitive Slave Law 
occured in Christiana, Lancaster County, Pa. "Edward Gorsuch who came to claim 
his slave was met with opposition and he and his son were seriously wounded. The 
slave was smuggled through to Canadaand the others indictedand tried for treason in 
the United States Court in Philadelphia, Pa. One was tried and acquitted and the 
others never brought to trial. It is thought now that under the excitement of the times 
it would not have been possible to get a jury in the State of Pennsylvania to convict 
a man forasserting his freedom. It was the occasion of one of the opening battles in 
the ceaseless fight between Law and Liberty which reached a climax in the stirring 
days of the Civil War." Dr. Klein. 

"The heaviest vote ever given any candidate in Lancaster County up to 1860 
was cast for Abraham Lincolnin November of that year, therefore the citizens were 
greatly pleased when they heard that on February 20, 1861, Mr. Lincoln would be 
in Lancaster. At all the stations large crowds had assembled to look at the President- 
elect. As the trainarrived a national salute was fired from the cannon stationed near 
the locomotive works. The train arrived at about noon and the crowd was immense. 
Mr. Lincoln passed from the cars to the balcony of the Caldwell House (Hotel Bruns- 
wick) where he was introduced by Mr. Dickey and made the followingspeech: "Ladies 
and Gentlemen of Old Lancaster, | appear not to make a speech. | have not time 
to make a speech at length, and not strength to make them on every occasion, and 
worse than all, | have none to make. | came before you to see and be seen, and as 
regards to the ladies, | have the best of the bargain; as to the gentlemen | cannot 
say asmuch. There is plenty of matter to speak about in these times but it is well 
known that the more a man speaks the less he is understood. The more he says one 
thing, his adversaries contend he meant something else. | shall have the occasion 
to speak officially and then | will endeavor to put my thoughts just as plain as | can 
express myself. True to the Constitution and Union of all the states, and to the per- 
petual liberty of all the people. Until | so speak there is no need to enter into de- 
tails. In conclusion, | greet you most heartily and bid you an affectionate Farewell." 

"It was indeed Lincoln's farewell to Lancaster for when he passed through 
here again in April 21, 1865; his body rested in a heavily draped funeral car, and 
sorrowing crowds stood with uncovered heads while the train passed." Dr. Klein. 

"Thaddeus Stevens, the representative of Lancaster County in the National 
Congress in 1850 was outspoken in his denunciation of the Fugitive Slave Law, and 
had considerable support in his constituency. There was however a strong faction in 
support of the measure and in parts of the county there were heated arguments. In 
the Octorara region as early as October 11, 1850 at a public meeting at George- 
town, four miles from the scene of the riot, open defiance of the enforcement of the 
Fugitive Slave Law was decided upon. A citizen's committee there reported and 
published vigorous resolutions denouncing the above law and grimly resolved and 
declared that they would "harbor, clothe, feed and aid the escaped fugitive slaves 
in opposition of the law. Feeling ran high and many people think that this was one 
of many causes starting the Civil War." Dr. Klein. 

While most people in Lancaster County did not condone slavery, there were 
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quite a few who owned colored servants. "The tax lists of the different townships 
show how many each owned and they were valued at about 1000 pounds at the de- 
preciated Pennsylvania script which was receivable for taxes." In 1780 slaves were 
owned in Pennsylvania. E&E. 

"There was a fine of $500 for harboring a slave." E&E. 

"Martic Forge Mines until 1804 were run mainly by slave labor. The burial 
ground of these slaves is in Martic Township." E&E. 

"When Sumter was firedon and Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers, the en- 
rollment commenced in Lancaster County atonce. Within a month 32 companies were 
formed. All through the war at every call there was a ready response. The soldiers 
of Lancaster County were foundin 61 regiments. They were found also in the militia 
regiments called during the Confederate invasions of Maryland and Pennsylvania." 
Dr. Klein. 

"The greatest excitement prevailed in 1863 just before the Battle of Gettys- 
burg. On the 7th of June, General Early reached York with a force of Confederate 
soldiersand the next day abrigade was sent to hold the bridge at Columbia. Several 
companies from Columbia crossed to Wrightsville, but having no artillery they were 
compelled to come back. Colonel Frick set the bridge on fire in order to prevent it 
from falling into the hands of the Southern Army. Great alarm was felt. Detach- 
ments of the Southern Army had reached the Susquehanna and no one could tell how 
soon they might enter Lancaster. Long linesof refugees passed through the city, lead- 
ing horses and cattle which they sought to save." Dr. Klein. 

"Then came Gettysburg and men breathed easier. It washere that Major Gen. 
John Fulton Reynolds was killed. Major Reynolds had command of the First Brigade 
of the Pennsylvania Reserves. He lies in the Lancaster Cemetery. The blood of the 
sons of Lancaster County is found on every battlefield of the great war." Dr. Klein. 


CIVIL WAR 
RECRUITS - Joseph Gonder 


In the draft for the Civil War a town or city was given a quote of men who 
would serve in some branch of the service. If an account of religious scruples or for 
some other reason a man felt he could not serve he was privileged to pay a bounty to 
any man who would serve in his stead. This sum of money was usually from $300 or 
$400 up. Men of Strasburg who couldn't raise this bounty were taken care of by the 
following Ordinances enacted by the Borough Council of Strasburg, Pa. 

"March 24, 1864 - Agreed to levy tax to pay recruits. Burgess authorized 
to borrow money to pay the Recruiting Committee what it may cost to save the Boro 
of Strasburg from the draft ordered by the President of the United States, to take place 
as soonas possible after the 15th of April, 1864. A foresaid sum not toexceed $4000. 
Committee of five to go to Lancaster tosecure recruitsand the collectingof recruiting 
committee consisting of Neff, Book and Black ordered to collect immediately of person 
possessing no property and who are subject to the draft, all the money they can." 

"April 13, 1864 - Resolved to fill quota of Borough by paying $300 to each 
recruit and $15 to each person furnishing an acceptable recruit. Recruiting Com- 
mittee, Jos. Hildebrand, Jacob Hildebrand, and A. M. Herr." 
cach "April 18, 1864 - Paid Harry Neff, Treasurer of the Recruiting Committee 

"July 18, 1864 - Committee Herr, Bachman and Walker to assess the Bounty 
Tax. Said Committee to ratain $10 on every person subject to the draft and who did 
not subscribe to the Bounty Fund, and give credit to each person on the present years 
tax of all money subscribed and paid exceeding $10." 

"August 1, 1864 - Resolved to divide Borough in three districts. A committee 
of two appointed to canvass each district and collect $25 from each and every male 
subject to draft." 

"August 1864 - Resolved to pay recruits $400 bounty. $100 which shall be 
contributed by the Citizen's Volunteer Bounty Fund." 
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"December 9, 1864 - Resolved to assess a Bounty Tax for the present year 
(1864) of $2 on every $100 valuation for liquidation of the Borough debt contracted 
to pay recruits." 

"March 3, 1865 - Resolved by Council to pay each volunteer accredited to 
the Borougha bounty of $300 provided the citizens give evidence that they can raise 
sufficient additional money to fill the quota. 

"November 1865 - Paid Samuel Groff $200 due him as a veteran of Co. D. 
First Pennsylvania Reserve Corps." 

"To the Women of Lancaster belongs the honor of organizing the first society 
to help in the relief of the soldiers during the period of the Civil War. Similar So- 
cieties later came into existance but as far as is known, none preceded the one here 
on the 22nd of April, 1861, only ten days after the attack on Fort Sumter. The or- 
ganization was known as "The Patriotic Daughters of Lancaster." Dr. Klein. 

"Fora time the Government used the buildings of Franklin & Marshall College 
for the wounded." Dr. Klein. 

"In 1874 the Soldier and Sailors Monument now standingin Centre Square was 
dedicated in honor of the soldiers and sailors of Lancaster County." Dr. Klein. 

"As early as May 1861 a Company of Strasburg Guards was formed also the 
Strasburg Cavalry." E&E. 

"Lancaster County contributed 12,033 of her stalwart sons to the cause of 
serving the union of the States." Dr. Klein. 

"A large vault was built by John Lepart of Strasburg in the barn on the rear 
of Rufus Herr's property (Ressler's)on Main St. Important documents andbooks of the 
ance County Court House were hidden here when Lee was near Wrightsville." 
Class 26. 


Strasburg citizens who were in the service in the Civil War were: 


79th Division. 122nd Division. 
Brown, Bnj. F. Book, B. Frank 
Barley, Jacob _ Breneman, Harry 
Echternach, Wm. Groff, David 
Shroy, John Groff, Isaac 
Keen, Christ 
203th Division. Killburn, Capt. John 
Mulligan, Isaac 
Barley, Taylor Bein 
Barer ses cots Neff, Capt. Aldus 


Long, Jos. Potts, Daniel 


Russel, John Other Divisions. 
2nd Cavalry. Barley, Daniel 
Brown, Wm. 
Glass, Samuel 


Miller, Samuel Hess, Samuel 

M AR Mc Kinney, Allen 
yers, Amos 

Shroy, Lodawick Myers, Benj. 

f Rice, Daniel 
Shissler, Jacob 
Shurtz, Jack 
Snyder, Peter 
Stuebe, John 
Ulrich, Christ 


"Benj. Brown fought in Perryville, Goldsboro, Murfreesboro and with Sherman 
to the sea. 

Wm. Echternach killed at Perryville, Ken. 

John Shroy killed at Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


Alexander, Peter 
Barley, Wm. 
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Scott Barley killed at Fort Fisher. 

Jos. Long enlisted on June 29, 1863 serving around Harper's Ferry, Martins- 
burg, and Winchester until the Spring of 1864, when he was mustered out of the ser- 
vice. He reenlistedin July in the 197th Regiment Infantry. He served near Baltimore 
and Rock Island guarding Rebel prisoners. In the early partof 1865 he was honorably 
discharged." 

Isaac Groff served in Company #9 under Captain J. M. Rowe and General 
Sickles, Commander. He fought in the second battle of Bull Run. His regiment fol- 
lowed Lee to Fredericksburg and was engaged in that battle. After enlisting in the 
2nd Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery he was captured at Cold Harbor and sent to Ander- 
sonville Prison. Mr. Groff was supposed to report how many were sickeach day. The 
average number of deaths a day was 100 due to the lack of proper food, shelter and 
good drinking water. Total number of Northern men buried there were 13,710. He 
was parolled February 26, 1865. 

Samuel Hess was in the war from first to last and fought in many battles. The 
most noted were Antietam, Vicksburg, Wilderness, Bull Run, South Mountain, Weldon 
Road. He was wounded and still living in 1926. 

Daniel Rice killed at Goldsboro. 

Jacob Shissler killed in the Battle of Atlanta. 

"For atime the government used the buildings of Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege and the Hallsof the Gorthean and Diagnothian Literary Societies for the wound- 
ed." Dr. Klein. 

"In 1874 the Soldiers and Sailors Monument of Lancaster County now standing 
in Centre Square was dedicated." Dr. Klein. 


THE SPANISH AND AMERICAN WAR 1898 
By Dr. Klein 


"In the Fourth series of the Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. XII it states, "The 
President of the United States called upon the Governor of Pennsylvania on April 25, 
1898 to raise in this State 10,860 men for the volunteer Army." The Pennsylvania 
National Guard regiments were mobolized. All members were permitted to volunteer 
for Federal Service, or to withdraw; indeed all who had independents were recom- 
mended to withdraw. Within nine days of receipt of the order, Pennsylvania's quota 
of fifteen regiments of infantry, three troops of cavalry, and three batteries of light 
artillery was completedand delivered to government its full quota under the first call. 
Of the National Guard units of Pennsylvania 71% volunteered for war service." Dr. 
Klein. 

"As usual men from Lancaster County were scattered through much of the Army. 
But in the Fourth Regiment commanded by Davis B. Case of Marietta, three of its 
companies were composed entirely of Lancaster County Men." 

"August 13, 1898 - Peace was declared." 

"Lancaster County soldiers arrived home unexpectedly and the welcome was 
spontaneous. The Lancaster New Eraon September 7, 1898, reported it as follows: 
"It is doubtful if Centre Square ever contained more people than it did this morning, 
forso great was the crush there that the column could hardly press through. The police 
finally left the line and endeavored to push back the crowd, but only succeeded to the 
extent of securing space enough for the soldiers to crowd through on to East King St. 
There Captain Whitsun brought them to a "Company Front" and, with the commands 
"Port Arms," and "Open Chambers," the command was dismissed." 

"Then the awaiting crowd made another rush, and themen were nearly mauled 
to pieces by those who wanted to shake hands with them. It didn't matter whether 
they were acquaintances or not. They were the boys who had gone to serve their 
nation; they were among the invaders of Porta Rico, anda shake they must have." 

The Pennsylvania Archives contains many names of Lancaster County soldiers 
but do not state where they are from." 

"Peter Ruth joined the Fourth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers Infantry. 
He did not see much active service." Class 26. 
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WORLD WAR | 
Dr. Klein 


"Three Lancaster County units of the Fourth Pennsylvania Infantry N. G. 
served on the Mexican Border in 1916. They were Company C. of Columbia, Com- 
pany K. anda machine gun Company of Lancaster. Company K. was drawn out of 
the Twenty-Eighth Division to form a unit in the Rainbow Division; which was one of 
the first to leave for France. The other companies went to France with the Keystone 
Divisionand remained with it until the end. In addition three other companies of the 
Twenty-Eighth were enlisted in Lancaster County; the 111th Ambulance Company, 
Truck Company *2, Supply, Twenty-Eighth Division and the Sanitary Detachment, 
4th Pennsylvania Infantry. 

As months passed and the Twenty-Eighth Division with that of the French and 
British Divisions, Colonel Palmer wrote, "The Twenty-Eighth Division is not good at 
the drawn work and crocket kindof fighting. The French were skillful at taking small 
objectives. This the American troops could not learn. In America we do things big, 
so they fought best in bigdrives and thrusts. They didn't like potteringaround. Here's 
a big job, let's us do it. That was the spirit. And do you know what these boys on 
the banks of the Meuse said the day the Armistice was signed? Some of them said only 
one short strong word of four letters. Others said, "Why in the blazes didn't they let 
us take that one last hill?" 

Major Gen. Chas. H. Muir, who commanded the Twenty-Eighth Division 
throughout with the exception of one brief period, paid the fololwing tribute to the 
brave menof thelron Division, on the occasionof the last review May 15, 1919, just 
before demobilization; they measured up to the gigantic task assigned them. They 
paid a big price for their valor, but they never flinched. Today they are veterans, 
and no troops in the world are superior to them. 

"Lancaster County lost 88 officers, and men killed in action; 35 officers and 
men died of wounds, 99 officers and men died of disease, 3 men died of drowning, 3 
officersand men met accidental death, 117 officersand men wounded or gassed; which 
figures are taken from the records published at the time of home coming." 

"These casualties were not all part of those of the Twenty-Eighth Division, 
because there were many men of Lancaster County in other Divisions. Some were in 
the Navy and Marines, but with the excdption of the Seventy-Ninth, no division 
held more of Lancaster County's contribution to the man-power of the nation than 
the Iron Division. The Seventy-Ninth Division had the record of "having suffered 
heavier casualties than any other National Army unit." 

| "Company K. of the old Fourth Pennsylvania Infantry National Guard was 
separated from its regiment in August 1917 and was mustreed into the regular Army 
to become Company D. of the 149th Machine-Gun Battalion of the 42nd (Rainbow) 
Division. This Division lost in killed, wounded and other casualties 422 officers and 
12,963 men." 

"About 400 men had left Lancaster County fornaval service before the summer 
of 1917 had passed. Lt. Commander Howel writes, "As to Lancaster County's part, | 
doubt if any county in Pennsylvania outside of Delaware County, can show the same 
large proportion of sailors and marines." 

"Brigadier Gen. Wm. H. Rose, a distinguished officer of the Corps of Engineers 
was born at Refton, Lancaster County. Son of Geo. T. Rose, graduated from Stras- 
burg High School at the age of 17 and entered West Point." 

"Mr. Milton Ranck was chairman of the County Executive Committee of the 
Liberty Loan Organization of Lancaster County." 

"The Chairman of the Strasburg Borough Committee were Elias Groff, Jr., J. 
Warwick, and Clayton Brubaker." 

"The total amount of bonds credited to the Strasburg National Bank was 
$459,650." 

"Mrs. Milton H. Ranck was Chairman of the Strasburg Red Cross unit." 

"Those who served in World War #1 according to the Strasburg History by Class 
26. 
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Andrews, Jesse 
Bachman, Donald 
Bachman, Harry 
Bair, Donald 

Bair, Kathryn E. 
Book, Cleon F. 
Brackbill, March L. 
Eby, Elias H. 


Echternach, Marion E. 


Eckman, J. Alfred 
Fritz, B. Scott 
Heckel, Ralph 
Hensel, Geo. Melvin 
Herr, J. Warren 
Hersh, Wm. 
Homsher, John W. 
Hubertis, Adam R. 
Johnston, Howard G. 
Keener, Martin M. 
Le Fever, Ira 


Long, D. Raymond 
Martin, John R. 
Meyers, Chas. W. 
Metzler, Walter, J. 
Miller, J. Ross 
Minney, Jos. B. Jr. 
Mowery, Celia T. 
Munson, John N. 
Murray, Chas. E. 
Myers, Joseph 
Myers, Paul H. 
Myers, J. Warren 
Rhoads, Paul H. 
Rice, F. Earl 
Sherts, B. Miles 
Weaver, Park J. 
Wildt, Chas. S. 
Witmer, Clayton 
Yuninger, Ed. L. 
Zittle, Alpheus 


Men and Women in the Armed Forces in World War II 


Althouse, Barbara 
Althouse, Parke 
Althouse, John 
Althouse, William 
Andrews, Donald 
Andrews, Robert 
Andrews, Wilmer 
Atkins, Floyd 
Aument, Park 
Aument, Robert 


Aulthouse, Charles S. 


Bair, Tedford 
Bard, Richard 
Beck, Donald 
Beck, Dorothy 
Beck, Mervin 
Beck, Robert 
Benedict, Earl 
Benedict, Frank 
Boettner, Kermit 
Book, Ira 

Book, Robert 
Bowman, Jos. Jr. 
Brehm, Guy 
Breuninger, Charles 
Brown, Alfred 
Brown, Earl 
Brown, George 
Brown, Russell 


Burkhart, Melvin 


from the 


Strasburg Borough and Township. 


Charles, Robert 
Christ, Ellsworth 
Clare, John 
Cramer, Lester 
Cummings, James 


Davies, Clarence 
Dearoff, John 

Denlinger, Elmer 
Denlinger, Willis 
Detwiler, Donald 
Detwiler, Melvin 
Detwiler, Robert 
Dommel, Wm. Jr. 


Eager, Willard 
Eberly, John 
Eckman, Charles 
Echternach, John 
Echternach, Joseph 
Echternach, Raymond 
Echternach, Ruth 
Eicholtz, John 
Eshelman, Frank 
Eshelman, Ivan 
Eshelman, John 
Eshelman, Marvin 
Eshelman, Menno 
Eshelman, Parke 
Esbenshade, Glenn 
Eyman, Herbert 
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Fisher, Charles 
Fisher, Charles 
Foulke, Edward 
Foulke, Lester 


Geib, Carl Jr. 
Geib, Harry 
Geib, William 
Gesberg; John 
Good, David 
Good, Ellsworth 
Good, Lester 
Good, Martin 
Gram, Carl Jr. 
Graybill, Paul 
Graybill, Richard 
Griffith, Clare 
Griffith, James 
Groff, George 
Groff, Jerre 
Groff, Paul 
Groff, Robert 
Gurtizen, Benjamin 
Gurtizen, Guy 


Hackman, Dr. Stanley 
Hackart, Aaron 
Hagans, John W. 
Hagens, Frank B. 
Hagens, Walter 
Hammond, Jay W. 


ae eee ease ieniimenemitiniiel 


Harnish, Warren 
Hassel, Warren 
Harvey, Willis 
Henry, Richard 
Herr, George 
Herr, John 

Herr, Roy 
Hershock, Betty Jane 
Hershock, Howard 
Hess, David 

Hess, Frank B. 
Hess, Fritz 

Hess, James 

Hess, Joseph 

Hess, Marian 
Hicks, Morris 
Hoffman, Walter 
Homsher, Bryson 
Hostetter, Beatrice 


Johnson, Glenn 
Johnson, Richard 
Johnson, Samuel 
Johnston, Bayard 


Kann, Robert 

Kier, Kenneth 
Kinsey, John 
Koch, William Jr. 
Kuhns, Lester 
Kinkel, William Jr. 


Lantz, Richard 
Lantz, Robert 
Lefever, Melvin 
Lefever, Park 
Lefever, Parke 
Lefever, Paul 
Loar, Carl 
Long, Raymond 
Long, Thomas 
Lyons, Clarence 


Maurer, Fred 
Meallow, Harry 
Messner, Clarence 
Mc Guigan, David 
Mc Guigan, John 
Micken, Martin 
Micken, Robert 
Micken, Warren 
Miller, Donald 
Miller, Franklin 
Miller, Harvey Jr. 
Miller, Park 
Mitchell, Edgar 
Mitchell, George 


Moore, Benjamin 
Moore, Frank 
Mowrer, Clarence 
Mowrer, Edwin 
Mowrer, Harold 
Mowrer, Kenneth 
Mowrer, Thomas 
Murray, George, Jr. 
Musser, John 
Myers, Glenn 
Myers, Harry 
Myers, Leon 


Oatman, Clair 


Paes, Charles 
Paes, Darwin 
Paes, Paul 
Pannell, Grady 


Radcliff, Everett Jr. 
Radcliff, Robert 
Raihl, Paul 

Raihl, Raymond 
Ranck, John 
Ranck, Richard 
Rankin, Pierce 
Rankin, Paul 


Reinhart, Raymond Jr. 


Richey, Stanley 
Riley, Melvin 
Rineer, Clarence 
Rineer, Clifton 
Rineer, Harold 
Rineer, Jacob 
Rineer, John 
Rineer, John 
Rineer, Richard 
Rineer, Richard L. 
Rineer, Park 
Rineer, Robert 
Rineer, Robert V. 
Rinehart, Fred 
Rohrer, Elvin 
Rohrer, Richard 
Rohrer, Robert 
Rush, Hugo 


Sample, William 
Schlemn, Fay 
Schlemn, Norman 
Shaub, Lester 
Shaubach,” Parke 
Shepardson, Harry III 
Sherr, Charles 
Sherr, Lester 
Sigman, Daniel Jr. 
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Sigman, John 
Simmons, Charles 
Singer, David 
Singer, Howard 
Smith, Kenneth 
Sprout, William 
Stanley, Hazel 
Stoner, Harold 
Stoner, Harry 
Stoner, Marvin 
Strubel, Paul 
Styer, Earl 
Styer, Raymond 
Sweigart, Cletus 
Sweigart, Malcolm 
Swinehart, Lloyd 


Thompson, John 
Trout, Kenneth 
Trout, John 


Vogel, James 


Wade, Harry 
Weaver, Harry 
Weaver, Robert 
Weiser, Robert 
Welk, Raymond 
Wertz, John 
Wiggins, Clyde 
Wimer, Roger 
Winters, Harry 
Winters, Robert 
Winters, Robert 
Winters, Roy 
Witmer, Dénald 
Witmer, Edward 
Witmer, Marvin 
‘Witmer, John 
Wolfe, Harry 
Wolfe, Richard 
Work, Charles 
Work, William 
Work, Harry 
Wright, Thomas 


Yingst, Charles 
Yost, Carl 
Yost, Richard 
Yost, Walter 
Yunninger, Carl 


Zellers, John 
Zercher, Harold 
Zercher, John 
Zimmerman, Roy 


ly 
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“ STRASBURG 


When the early settlers came to claim theirland grants just what did they see? 
No doubt there were many who saw nothing but the long back breaking years ahead 
that would be theirs until the land was cleared and brought intoa state of production. 
But there were those also who saw the golden grain ripplingin the breeze on the hill- 
side and contented cows grazing knee deep in clover along the Pequea.. 

Although land grants as early as 1710 bore the name of Strasburg or New Stras- 
burg it was not known by this name until some time later. 

"The first settlements in Strasburg were made by the Swiss Mennonites on the 
banks of the Pequea Creek. The name Strasburg, no doubt brought with them from 
their native land. But in the organization of Lancaster County in 1729 and the divi- 
sion into townships there seemed to be a prejudice against the German Mennonites, 
and the name of Strasburg was entirely ignored." Jacob Hildebrand. 

In 1733 Strasburg was a small village under a different name, and had about 
ten hotels and as many stores. Greater Lancaster Edition October 24, 1927. 

"Bishop Asbury writes in his Journal under dateof July 28, 1799, "This place 
| judge contains sixty or seventy houses." 

When the trail was widened into the King's Highway it is thought there was 

a "Publick House" and a few houses. As rhe traffic grew the number of fichier in- 
See to care for the people and vehicles who used the road. 

Jacob Hildebrand writes, "The early settlers lived in log houses and the First 
house of any pretnesions that was a roomy and comfortable dwelling was built by Martin 
Kendig in the year 1717. Made of walnut logs with a straw or thatched roof." 

"The first Post Office in 1804 had Jas. Whitehill as Postmaster." Greater 
Lancaster Newspaper Edition, October 24, 1927. Probably in his grocery store. 

"March 13, 1816, a charter was granted and the name of Strasburg in the 
County of Lancaster." Greater Lancaster Edition, October 24, 1927. 

"The tirst election held at the Public House of Thos. Crawford with Jas. W. 
Whitehill Chief Burgess, Jacob Miller Asst. Burgess, Councilmen, Nathaniel W. 
Sample, Thos. Crawtord, John Connolly, Robert Spencer, Peter Holl, Samuel Miller, 
and Wm. Hauge. John Markley, Constable, Geo. Hoffman, Treasurer, and Clerk, 
Martin Poutz." Greater Lancaster Edition, October 24, 1927. 


“STREETS 
Ordinances of interest taken from the records of the Borough Council. 


"April 25, 1816 - It is the duty of the High Constable to take up all swine 
he may fine running loose in the Borough starting May 8, 1816." 

“May 9, 1816 - That the street beginning at the East end of the Borough and 
extending to a stone at the West end thereot near the house occupied by Richard John- 
ston be called and known as High Street, and the same shall be 60' wide. That end 
of the Borough shall be called Miller Street and shall be 38' wide." 

“June 3, 1816 - That the street leading from the South side of the Borough 
northwards toward the turnpike be called Decatur Street. The street crossing High 
Street at Geo. Hoffman's be called Jackson Street." 

"July 3, 1816 - Illegal to keep ball and nine pin alleys in the Borough." 

"September 2, 1816 - No fairs permitted within the Borough and any person 
exhibiting any goods for sale in stalls or booths on the public streets shall be taken 
up by the Constable and fined $5." 

"September 27, 1816 - Anyone who drives a wagon, cart or aincoe on the 
sidewalks of the Borough shall be fined $3." 

"May 21, 1819 - That the informer tor riding on the sidewalks receive half 
of the tine provided that he shall call for same within a month after judgement is 
obtained." 

"July 24, 1824 - Any person wishing to exhibit any show or theatrical per- 
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formance shall first obtain a license by paying one to three dollars to the Burgess. 
Failure to do so will be fined $3." 
The firing of squibs or crackers within the Borough is prohibited. Fine $1. 
"December 1, 1827 - Supervisors ordered to repair sidewalks and cover with 


"October 20, 1828 - Cover sidewalks with gravel." 

"November 7, 1828 - Any person removing any boards from the sidewalks or 
any other public property where it is placed will be fined $3." 

"April 25, 1831 - Subscriptions written for the purpose of obtaining money 
for the purpose of making a turnpike. through the.Borough. They agreed to take the 
hump out in the street in front of John Ranck's house." 

"June 29, 1836 - It was agreed that the sidewalk on the right hand of the 
street from Connelly's to Jackson Street be made with tan bark from Diffenbaugh's 
tan yard. Examine stone and gravel at Jos. Gonder's lime kiln and it it is deemed 
sufficient for turnpiking they shall purchase same. To wait on the citizens and as- 
certain what amount of money can be borrowed from them for the turnpiking of the 
street." 

"April 25, 1843 - Still riding on the sidewalks." 

"June 17, 1848 - Wages for work done on the streets 874 cents per day." 

"April 28, 1851 - New sidewalks to be made of flagstone, brick or plank." 

“October 17, 1854 - North Decatur opened as a street." 
~"'September 7, 1855 - South Decatur opened as a street." 

"May 11, 1859 - Resolved that the Millport Turnpike Co. have the privilege 
to make a turnpike within the Borough on the orad to Jas. Curren's Tavern (Swan 
Hotel) to Musselman's Mill." 

"October 27, 1859 - Jacob Hildebrand reported that brick pavement would 
cost 45 cents a square yard. Planks were laid." 

“November 28, 1870 - New streets opened: Funks Lane named Funk St., 
Franklin St., and Fulton St." 

"January 16, 1877 - Street committee to supply help to break stone at .75 
per day or ten cents per hour." 

"June 6, 1881 - Old plank walks to be taken up on Main St., and to be re- 
placed with brick pavements." 

"May 11, 1863 - Council appropriated $30 or more for the entertainment of 
the returning soldiers of the 22nd regiment. Actual cost $40." 

“May 8, 1872 - Jacob Benner and Benj. Leachey appointed policemen at a 
salary of $50 a year." 

"December 23, 1874 - Look up in Massoit Hall disposed of and keys returned. " 

"December 2, 1878 - $20 reward relative to the person or persons who opened 
Lock Up on November 16, and allowed the prisoner to escape." 

"September 6, 1880 - By the will of the late John Kernboots $400 is bequeathed 
to the Borough. The interest to be used to support the poor." 

"February 19, 1877 - Burgess to purchase a seal." 

“September 1, 1890 - Postal Telegraph Co. agreed to run a line to the Boro 
and give us an office. They were granted the right to occupy streets and highways 
of the borough with poles and wires." Many of us remember the clock outside Dr. 
Weaver's Drug Store where messages were accepted." 

"March 7, 1898 - Permission granted to J. Bair to supply electric current to 
the town." 7 

“January 7, 1899 - Board of Health organized." 

"September 3, 1900 - J. C. Light of McAddos, Pa. asked permission to open 
a shirt factory here. Permission granted." 

“"November 2, 1903 - Electric lights installed in the borough. Contract was 
given to L. J. Bair to light the town at 212.50 per light." 

“September 7, 1908 - L. J. Bair granted a franchise to establish, erect and 
operate a telephone plant in the Borough." 
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"July 4, 1904 - Steps taken to prohibit all tramps from entering the borough. " 

“October 22, 1883 - Lamp Committee reported lamps would soon be on hand 
and wouldbe put up in a fewdays. Sealed proposals invited for the filling, lighting, 
and cleaning the 26 lamps for six months of 24 nights each month. Lamp Committee 
to purchase the coal oil. Chas. Wanger received the contract for $45. C.R. Keneagy 
was the lowest bidder to supply 3 barrels of coal oil at 13 cents per gallon. John 
Maynard and John Hunter became the lamp lighters at $60 a year. Three more lamps 
were installed." | 


COLONIAL BANKS 


"There were no banks in the Provincial Period, although all the merchants 
were to some extent bankers, especially those who dealt in pelts. Barnabas Hughes 
was the business agent for Wharton & Co. of Philadelphia in the middle of the 18th 
century and fora while Lancaster was his headquarters. Disbursing large sums of 
money among the Indian Traders in exchange for pelts. The merchant who dealt with 
the Indian Trader was often his banker. He outfitted his expeditions, received his 
furs andaccounted for them. The miller was the banker for the farmer, and the tavern 
keeper could often accommodate the produceras in most cases he was the storekeeper 
also, whenever business was done by barter of commodities. It is possible that during 
the Provincial Period there was little currency or coin in circulation in Lancaster 
County. | 

The Steinman Hardware store and the Hagar store would accommodate the 
Beier by keeping their surplus money and paying them interest during the time they 

eld it. 

The Bank of North America of Philadelphia was the first Bank incorporated 
in the state of Pennsylvania. 

The next Bank incorporated was the Bank of Pennsylvania in 1793. A branch 
of which was established in Lancaster in 1803 and continued until 1840. 

The Farmers National Bank of Lancaster was organized on January 17, 1810, 
and is still operating under the name of the Farmers Trust Co. 

The First National Bank of Strasburg was organized May 16, 1863. In 1869 
of oad banks designated as United States depositories, Strasburg Bank was one." 
Dr. Klein. 

"The first paper money in Pennsylvania was issued by order of the Lieut. Gov. 


Sir. Wm. Kieth in 1723." M. O. 


” THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


The First National Bank of Strasburg was organized May 16, 1863 during the 
darkest period of the Civil War. It is one of the oldest banks in the country; being 
second inthe county and forty-second in the United States. The first directors were: 
John Herr, Geo. W. Hensel, John Mussleman, Dr. John K. Raub, Joseph McClure, 
Daniel Herr (Pequea), A. M. Herr, John Strohm and William Spencer. John Herr 
was chosen President and Geo. W. Hensel as Secretary of the Board. Edward M. 
Eberman was chosen Cashierand David G. Eshelman, Solicitor. The original capital 
of the bank was $100, 000 contributed by seventy-two stockholders. The new institution 
opened for transactions of a general banking business at 6 E. Main St., the property 
of the late Dr. Musser. In October 1865, owing to its cramped quarters it moved to 
a section of the first floor of Christian Bachman's building next door. With the death 
of Christian Bachman they purchased this porperty and in April, 1923 decided to re- 
build and enlarge their banking rooms. We all remember han it was again enlarged 
a few years back. Since then they have added the branch bank at Willow Street. 
We are looking forward to their greater progress in the future. Mr. Albert Witmer 
who has been Cashier for years is thinking of retiring. His personality and his know- 
ledge of banking has been a great asset to the bank. Cashier's assistant is Donald 
Hoffecker. Mr. Emanuel G. Ranck has been President since 1954. 
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HARDWARE STORES 


"Alexander Shultz was a tinsmith here in 1850. L. J. Bair in 1891. Justice 
Wagner and Samuel B. Pfautz were also tinsmiths. Jos. Hull started in the hardware 
business in 1858. In 1873 headded a general store to it. After his deathJ. H. Long 
managed the store forthe estate until 1892 when he became the proprietor. In 1905 
he discontinued the general store in order to enlarge the hardware store. Hisheirsare 
still conducting the business to which they have added electrical appliances, a gift 
store, and a plumbing and heating business." 26. 

"In 1898 Frank Koch starteda plumbing business and in 1922 he built the build- 
ing where he conducts his business. Two years later he took his three sons in the 
business with him under the name of Frank B. Koch and Sons." 26. 


NEWSPAPER 


Squire Hildebrand writes that on: 

Dec. 1850 Martin Rohrer published the first newspaper in Strasburg called the 
"Strasburg Bee." Martin Rohrer was succeeded by Dr. Geo. S. White- 
hill who was a scholarly man. He was killed in a railroad accident 
at Erie, Pa. 

W. 1. McPhail Esq. published the "Bee" until 


1855 Samuel Markley became the proprietor of the "Bee" for about a year 
when the paper was discontinued. 

1858 Wm. J. Kaufman published the "Strasburg Herald" until 1861. 

1861 The "Bee" ceased, but the office was used for job printing by Jacob 
Hildebrand until 1870. 

1870 About this time a stock company was organized by Geo. B. Eager as 
Editor. He published the "Free Press" until 1879. 

1879 J. W. Sands became Editor of the "Free Press" until 1881, when it 
was discontinued. 

1883 Frank B. Eberman purchased and renewed the office with new type and 
steam press and published the "Free Press" for five years. 

1893 In March of this year Frank P. Hart became the publisher for about 
one year. Then no paper was published for a while. 

1897 The Hon. John G. Homsher founded the "Strasburg Weekly News." 


At his death in September 1938 it was run by the John G. Homsher 
estate, John E. Homsher, Editor and Fred L. Homsher as Manager un- 
til the death of Fred L. Homsher in May 1950. 

1950 J. Franklin Miller purchased the property and became owner and man- 
ager of the "Strasburg Weekly News" with John W. Homsher still Edi- 
tor. John E. Homsher died in October 1955 and to date J. Franklin 
Miller is still managing and printing the paper. 


EARLY LAND GRANTS IN PEQUEA VALLEY 


1710 Matthias Schleiermacher (Slaymaker) 1000 acres in Pequea Valley. 

1735 Matthias Schleiermacher (Slaymaker) 150acres in Strasburgtown. E&E 

171] Mary Warenbauer (Mary Ferree) 2000 acres in New Strasburg-patent 
1733 


1710 Hans Mylin, Martin Mylin, John Mylin - Hensel. 
Martin Kendig, Hens Herr, Ulrich 


Brackbill and others 10000 acres in New Strasburg-patent 
1733; 
171] Peter Taylor 1000 acres in now Strasburg. Hensel 
1714 Scotch Presbyterians, and French 


Huguenots and Calvanists began 
to people the Pequea Valley. Hensel. 
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1718 Andrew Caldwell, immigrant from 
Ireland. Land near Hat Tavern. 285 acres in Pequea Valley. 
Married Ann Stewart. Parents of 
the Rev. David Caldwell. 


1730 Jas. Kennedy 430 acres in now Gap village. 
1734 Casper Bowman patent for land Strasburg Township. Hen. 
174] John Verner deeded some of his land to 
Old Leacock Church. Hensel 
1769 John Houston, Scotsman emigrating 
from Ireland, he enlarged his 430 acres in Pequea Valley. Hen. 
tract of land to 1000 acres in Pequea Valley. Hen. 


before he died in 1769. 


In the daysof the Old Conestoga Road, Strasburg was a thriving community. 
We are told that it had as many as eight or ten hotels and as many stores and indus- 
tries to care for the people and the vehicles that crowded the busy thoroughfare. 

We can locate only a few of the Publick Houses, Ordinaries, Inns or Taverns 
or whatever they were balled then. John Funk, a man of property, operated a Pub- 
lick House in Strasburg Township, just where we do not know. Some say where the 
bank is now located. This House was in existance in 1791. 

“The Washington House, now owned by Dallas Hagans, is known to have been 
in use as a Tavern as early as 1793. The earliest record is that on March 22, 1826, 
James Whitehill, grocer, awarded to hisson James, the Washington House. The next 
owners in succession were George Lefever 1834, Samuel Bowers 1848, Christian Le- 
fever 1848, Geo. Miller 1849, Henry Keneagy 1850, Henry C. Hoover, Henry Baer 
1854 at Sheriff's Sale, John F. Herr 1861, Augustus Myers 1864, H. N. Breneman 
1865, Frederick Myers 1866, Joseph Potts 1873, Mary Louis Neesly 1884, Martin 
Burkhart 1900, Benj. Fritz 1901." 26 "Mr. Fritz bought this hotel for his son, Wm. 
Fritz, who operated the Hotel and lived there withhis family. He operatedan order- 
ly house and was known far and near for its good table, one of the bestin the county. 
(Christ Groff) We all know Mrs. Ida Fritz, his widow, and his daughter Mrs. Huber 
Hess and his son Dr. B. Scott Fritz of Lancaster. Mr. J. M. Hagans purchased the 
Washington House in 1921 and his son Dallas still operates his automobile business 
there." 26. 

"The Golden. Swan at Miller St. and Lancaster Ave. have been in operation 
from 1793 to the present time." 26. 

"The Cross Keys operated in the house just west of Dr. Prowellon E. Main St." 

"The Black Horse Hotel was located at the intersection of the Black Horse 
Road and Route #171. Now where the Paradise voting place is situated." Christ 
Groff. 

Hotel Strasburg was known as the Railroad House when the Trolley Co. had 
their waiting room there. "It primarily was T. L. Brackbill's cigar factory convert- 


ed to the Hotel in 1902. In 1906 this Hotel was sold to Hiram Lyons." 26. 


THE STRASBURG WATER CO, 
Jos. Gonder 


"August 8, 1898. The Council agreed to accept Maurer and Ficner (Ficthner) 
springs in behalf of the Strasburg Water Co. Deeds that cover the springs were con- 
sumated with the following parties: 

John Yunginger and Wife 

Philip Fichtnore and Wife 

John Fichtnore and Wife 

Samuel Maurer and Wife 

Jacob |. Rauch, Executor and Trustee for Geo. Smeltz, deceased. 

Right of way for laying of pipe over the farms of Benj. Rauch, Geo. Graham, Anna 
Ladle, Jacob Eshelman, W. J. Rohrer, David Barryhop, A. W. Brubaker, John Turner 
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John R. Girvin and Mony Winter." All the ground surrounding the springs are on the 
hill above Iva. 

"February 4, 1901. Burgess tomake necessary arrangements with D. E. Mayer 
to procure the water rights from the spring in his wood lot where the pressure pipes 


"March 4, 1901. President ordered to buy woodlot and spring from David E. 
Mayer for $150 (4 acres). " 

"October 3, 1904. Maurer farmbought by Committee for $81. This farm ad- 
joins the spring." 

"May 1, 1905. Bought Philip Fichtner's land next to spring." 

"August 5, 1912. Bought Levi Reese ground and spring for $1400." 

"February 5, 1900. Mrs. W. K. Bender (Mother of Ella Bender Johnston) 
and Miss Sarah Edwards representing the W.C.T.U. asked if they might placea drink- 
ing fountain in the square. Permission granted." 


"June 3, 1901. Fountain accepted by Council on June 29, 1900." 
STRASBURG CEMETERY 


Ordinances from the Records of the Borough Council 


Jos. Gonder 


"April 6, 1825, council agrees to take the lot of ground from Wm. Black to 
become the property of the Corporation to be usedas a public Burying Ground. Sit- 
vated on Jackson Street." 

"April 17, 1848. Committee agreed to make a fence around the grave yard 
which is in the North East corner of the school house lot. The fence to be made of 
sawed chestnut rails and hewed mortised chestnut posts." 

May 3, 1897. Extension of the cemetery. 


STRASBURG FIRE COMPANY 


Si 


FIRE EQUIPMENT 
Ordinances from the Records of the Borough Council 


Jos. Gonder 


"1816. Hope was the name of the first fire engine of Strasburg Borough." 
Chas. S. Aulthouse. 

"July 20, 1818. The Borough would procure a fire engine as soon as possible. 
The money to be raised by a proportional tax laidon the citizens and property of the 
Borough." 

"October 18, 1819. A four man committee to purchase fire engine. A two 
man committee to purchase hooks and ladders." 

"Any person who shall permit their chimney to catch or take fire and burn out 
at the top shall paya fine of $2.50 forthe Ist offenseand $5.00 for the 2nd offense." 

"June 20, 1820. An order to be drawn in favor of Archybald McAlister in 
order to make up the deficit ($500) to pay for the engine ordered by the Council." 

"March 6, 1820. That an engine house be builton the east corner of Archy- 
bald McAlister's lot." 

"May 3, 1820. An engine house be built on the west corner of Cap. Francis 
Lytle's lot frontingon the Main Streetand a committee of two appointed to pail same 
as cheaply as possible." 

"June 13, 1820. Committee of two tobuy 3 ladders each 27' long and 6 hooks 
for the useof the Borough. Council considersit a duty foreach and every house owner 
to procure from two to five buckets for each house. (8 to 10 qts.)." 

"July 18, 1825. Any person who will give or lend of the public ladders be- 
longing to the Borough shall be fined $5. Wm. McGuigan to pay $1.50 for damage 
done to one of the fire ladders." 

"July 21, 1828. Pay rental for ground on which the engine house stands at 
the rate of 25 cents a year." 

"October 20, 1828. Bad stateof Borough engine. Committee to examine and 
repair same." 

"January 18, 1830. Better regulation of fire engines. $2 eachtime they try- 
out the engine and not oftener than four times a year. Possible organizing a fire de- 
partment." 

"July 19, 1830. Committee to purchase 20 fire buckets." 

"October 18, 1830. Ladders moved from site opposite Geo. Maynards to the 
west side of Jackson Street. Jas. Linville ordered to make ladders for the Borough's 
use," 

"May, 1832. Daniel Potts was appointed to repair the engine house and J. 
Gonder and Litle to examine the ladders and have new ones made if necessary and 
place ladders near Geo. Hoffman's store on N. Jackson Street in west end." 

"April 21, 1846. A committee of the Fire Co. about to be organized have 
requested the privilege of taking the engines under their care." 

"April 24, 1855. A committee of the Fire Co. were present but not having 
their constitution or By-Laws, Council acquanited them with the conditions on which 
they should take careof the conditions. Whereupon it was agreed that Council meet 
a committee from the Fire Co. onApril 26 in the Jackson Street School for further con- 
sideration. At thatmeeting it wasagreed the Fire Co. have the care of the engines." 

"June 20, 1845. A committee from the Fire Co. requested the Council to 
change the name of the engine and procure a new rope 35 yards long and one" in 
diameter. Council decided not change the name." 

"October 6, 1846. Purchased 110 Ft. hose." 

The site of the engine house changed many times until the Borough on: 

"November 5, 1877, purchased a lot from Christ Bachman on Franklin Street 
next the cemetery 30' front on a 14 footalley for engine and station house for $110. 
Burgess was authorized to buy same." 
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"The Strasburg Fire Co. became a member of the Big Four which consisted of 
Lampeter, New Danville, West Willow and Refton in 1922. When this combination 
disbanded in 1933 the Strasburg Co. had charge of the equipment at the east end of 
town. In May, 1933 the Strasburg Fire Co. received their charter. Previous to this 
time, all the money collected and expended and all business was transacted by the 
Strasburg Township authorities. After they received their charter, the Strasburg Fire 
Co. had charge of all fire apparatus. In 1935 the Fire Co. purchased a 500 gallon 
pumper on Rio chassis. Having held festivals through the years to purchase equip- 
ment and build a suitable firehouse, this came to pass in 1948 when the fine brick 
building which we have today was finished. In 1952 a Ward La France 750 gallon 
pumper was purchased and in 1954 squad truck was added to the equipment. In 
1958 they decided to sell the old Rio Pumper and purchased a 500 gallon Ward La 
France Pumper. All this equipment includes a 2 way radio system installation. ' 

The Strasburg Fire Co. houses the V. F. W. ambulance free of charge. 

The Festival held in the beginning of August of each year is looked forward 
to by people for milesaround. Proceeds are used to keep up the Fire House and Equip- 
ment. 


VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 


These veterans are organized and have their home in old mill at Edisonville 
which hasbeen renovated. They hold a Festival each year to cover their expenses and 
for Philanthropic projects. One of which is the ambulance which is manned and oper- 
ated by them. This is a wonderful gesture and appreciated by all. 


GENERAL STORES 


It would seem that Albert Messner's store would bea very old building and 
might have been a very early store or Hotel. The date of erectionis unknown. Ellis 
& Evans tell us that James Whitehill operated the largest general store in Strasburg 
in 1799, and that Geo. Hoffman washis clerk. Mr. Whitehill was the first Postmaster 
in 1894, Later Mr. Hoffman bought Mr. Whitehill out. Ordinance on June 3, 1816, 
"The street crossing High St. (Main) at Geo. Hoffman's to be called Jackson St." 
Again May 1, 1832, "Place ladders near Geo. Hoffman's store on N. Jackson St. 
in west end." Unless Mr. Hoffman sold the Whitehill store this must have been that 
store. 

"The store that Albert Messner nowowns was sold to Abraham Lefever and wife, 
Christian Lefever and wife, and Jacob Witmer and wife and in 1849 they sold it to 
George Lefever who sold it to Thos. Galt in 1853. Then in succession the following 
owners: Abraham Groff 1856, Christian Rowe 1870, Daniel Landis 1881, John L. 
Groff 1891, J. Hay Brown 1892, Christian Rowe 1894, J. J. Messner 1909, Albert 
Messner to the present time." Sat 

"1830 Geo. Maynard (Franklin Miller's home) later sold to P. G. Brubaker." 
J. Gonder. 

"In 1836 stores were operated by the followings in Strasburg: A. K. Witmer 
& Co., Smoker & Walker, Elizabeth Slaymaker. Seas 

"Stores as early as 1838 and still in 1850 were: Joseph Schaffer, James Blair, 
Hildebrandand Warren, Geo. Hoffman, Wm. Spencer, John Guger, Soeiey Bowers, 
C. S. Wernt, Daniel Potts, Bic, Shertmtn 1860 and |. N. Bachman 1893-1899." 26 

"In 1852 these stores could have been found in Strasburg: C. Himmelberger, 
John Raub, Christian Schultz, C. Binkley, Henry Musselman, and B. B. Herr." 26 

"Adam Hubertis Shoe Store 1888-1916." 26. 

No doubt there are many other flourishing stores as we have today: Stanley 
Pontz Self Service, Albert Messner Self Service, Frank A. Horn, Leroy Ruoss and 
Witmer Self Service. 

There have been many Confectionery, Tobacco Stores and Restaurants, too 
numerous to mention. Today we have C. Irvin Strubel's Restaurant where the Lan- 
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caster papers are sold and from which Strubel 's Newspaper delivery service takes place. 
The Garden Spot Restaurant and Bowling Alleys have been a late addition to our town. 


THE} ROST OFFICE 


As we have noted, the first Postmaster was James Whitehill and the Post Office 
was probably located in his store. 

Folks still remember the Post Office when it was located in the most western 
end of what is now Albert Messner's store property. At that time Mrs. Jos. Hull was 
Post Mistress. At one time when Ann McKinney was Post Mistress it was located where 
Morris Hickshas his barbershop today. After the Civil War this office becamea pol- 
itical plumand changed hands every four years, the position going to Civil War Vet- 
erans. Benj. Longaker was Postmaster when the Post Office was in the Messner Building 
and Benj. Brown, when the Post Office was moved to its present location. B. Frank 
Johnston followed Brown, then Martin T. Weaver. He was followed by Charles W. 
Johnston who held the position until his retirement in 1960 when Walter Hoffman was 
appointed to fill out Mr. Johnston's term. S.Richard Zook is our postman today and 
Richard Johnson on the rural route. Mrs. Sara J. Bard has been a clerk in the Post 
Office for years. 


DRUG STORE 


Dr. Samuel Keneagy operated the town's Drug Store during the Civil War, 
which was known as the Union Drug Store. He sold it to Dr. J. G. Weaver in 1874 
who in turn sold it to his son Dr. W. J. Weaver whom many of us knew and thought 
highly of. Upon his death the business was purchased by Dr. Kenneth W. Hood who 
continued operating the business until the property was sold and renovated when he 
moved the business next door and conducts a fine modern Drug Store. 


STRASBURG MILL 


About 1864 a large steam flour mill was connected with the Strasburg R. R. 
Depot under the management of Herr Brackbill. A few years latera planing mill and 
machine shop were added andan extensive business was conducted until it burned down 
in 1870. The following Spring a new depot was built where provision was made to 
handle feed, coal and building materials. The owners never recovered from the loss 
by fire and the business was assigned to Isaac Phenegar, their bookkeeper: At the 
sale Henry Baumgartner bought it and leased the road to Isaac Phenegar under whose 
management the efficiency of the road was greatly increased. The line was sold to 
Frank Musselman who successfully operated it until 1918 when it was sold to Fred L. 
and John E. Homsher. They carried on the business with Edwin Brown as manager. 
In later years the business was managed by J. Bryson Homsher, the son of Fred. After 
the deaths of Fred, John and Bryson the business was sold to |. B. Graybill & Sons, 
Inc. who now conduct the business. 


CABINET MAKERS 


In the olden days carpenters were coffin makers. Custom made to fit the in- 
dividual. In 1855 Christian Bachman purchased the incompleted building we now 
know as the Bank Building from B. B. Gonder. He finished the building into a three 
story building and used the three floors aaashow room for the furniture which he sold. 
The building now owned by Christ Groff was the stable and the second floor, the 
workroom, in which furniture was made and repaired. Later on the Bank became 
cramped in its quarters where old Dr. Musser_,had lived and moved next door into a 
corner of the Bachman store property. Mr. Bachman in 1880 included his son, Ellis, 
in his business, the undertaking business, and this partnership continued until 1900. 
Upon the death of Christian Bachman, the building was purchased by the Bank. Mr. 
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Ellis Bachman continued in the undertaking business and heldhis license until it could 
be taken over by Donald Bachman and his family. The Bachman Funeral Home is a 
great credit to the town. 

"Other furniture dealers were: |. N.Helm 1875-1914, O. H. Wenger 1914." 

"Daniel Potts operated his cabinet business in 1830." 26. 

"Captain Andrew Charles was a Cabinet Maker in 1850." 26. 


BARBERS 


The boys getting prettied up before calling on their "Gals" with a few drops 
of "Hoyt's Cologne" thrown in paid a visitto Steve Brown in 1850 and also John 
Mullen about that time. In 1875 Allen McKinney starteda Barber Shop that was later 
taken over by his assistant John Stump in 1908. In 1912 C. W. Shade did the trim- 
mingand was located ina part of theold Washington House. Today Horace C. Munson 
and Morris Hicks do the trimming. 


BAKERS 


Even though most of the housekeepers baked their own bread three was always 
a demand for Baker's wares. John Hull tried to please his patrons in 1875 and again 
in 1910. Charles Breuningerbought out John Hull in 1886 and againin 1910and con- 
tinued the business until his death and then his sons operated it until 1950 or 1951. 
Mr. Charles Breuninger also made ice cream by hand paddle and sold it at the curb 
market in Lancaster. He also was a caterer. Christ Groff. 

"Mr. Foulk, a baker livingon E. Main St. carried his baked goods in a basket 
around the town from house to house." Christ Groff. 

"M. F. Hildebrand starteda slaughter house in 1907. This business is carried 
on by Harold F. Hildebrand today. E. W. Witmer also started in this business in 1924." 

"Earlier butchers were Henry and Frank Book who had their place of business 
where Yunninger's Garage is today and lived across the street east of Hildebrands." 


Christ Groff. . 
ELECTRICIANS 


"It seems that L. J. Bair was the man most interested in electricity in 1919. 
Also W. W. Bairabout the same date and carried on until 1924. Will T. Eager opened 
his business in 1923 and is still conducting it. John A. Coyle also carries on at the 
East end of town." 


CARPET WEAVING 


"There was a carpet weavery on Funk St. at the edge of the cemetery. Also 
one at Edisonville operated by Lawrence Ludwick, afterwards the home of the Zittles." 


Christ Groff. 
FLORISTS 


Amos Rohrer conducted a fine business just west of town which his son Adam 
afterwards conducted and was known to many of us. This is now conducted by John 
Meallow. 

"In 1900 Charles B. Herr built his greenhouses on S. Fulton St. He was suc- 
cessful and expanded. Now owned by Mrs. Chas Book, and operated by her son, 
Ross E. Book." 26. 


Clarence W. Landis operates a greenhouse on Miller Street. 


BEAUTY SALON 
In the Olden Days the ladies enhanced their beauty the best they could with 
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what was at hand. Beautifully curled and powdered white wigs, beauty spots, curls 
that lay in waterfalls, frizzes made with curling irons held over lamp chimneys and 
sometimes they were certainly frizzled. Then we musn't forget the inelegant spit 
curls made over long strips of rags or the leather kids over which the hair was wrap- 
ped to make curls. The figure eights, the Psyches, the Grecian twist and those rats- 
weren't they hot? Some of them were quitean improvement over what we see today. 
Today we go to Betty Book's or to the B & M Beauty Shop and let them have the re- 
sponsibility of making us beautiful. 


REAL ESTATE 
Before 1960, Isaac Hershey, Jr. 


INSURANCE 


Before 1960 E. Day Ressler took over the insurance business of John E. Hom-— 
sher. Roy K. Weaver and Thomas Wright are two other insurance agents in town. 


INDUSTRIES 


Two new factories which have opened in the last few years are the Precision 
Time Corp., makers of watches, employ quite some People. 

J. R. Zimmerman contracts with firms to sewand finish the cut woman's gar- 
ments they furnish. All women are employed and quite a few of them. 

People in the livery business when they heard so much about automobiles being 
manufactured which would do away with theirbusiness werea little skeptical and their 
reply invariably was "Time will tell." 

"In 1911 Carrol and Chester Aument opened a garage and general repairshop. 
They had the Agency for the Marion Car. They also were manufacturinga Carrol car 
in 1926. In 1917 they sold their business to David Batterman and he sold it to John 
McCord who had the Agency for the Hupmobile and the Atwater-Kent Radio." 26 

"In 1913 Harry C. Brackbill opened a garage and was the Agent for a variety 
of well known cars." 26. 

"In 1916 J. M. Hagans turned his livery stable into a garage and had the 
Agency for the Ford car. He sold his first car to H. F. Maurer." 26 Dallas Hagans 
runs this business today. 

"In 1924 T. L. Brackbill opened a garage and had the Agency for the Mecca 
automobile." 26. 

"In 1927 E.R. Murphy built his garage and sold General Motor cars from the 
start, which were the Oaklands. He sold the first Pontiac Coupe in Lancaster County. 
Along with the garage business he assisted B. M. Mowery in his tobacco business, and 
in 1946 became associated withthe General Tobacco Co. He had been very success- 
ful selling the General Motors cars and his general garage business until he sold out 
in 1957 to the Migdon Auto Agency." E. Ralph Murphy. 

Other garages in business are B. Lloyd Yunninger and Wertz Service Station. 


JEWELRY STORES 


"Henry Andrews opened the first jewelry store in Strasburg in 1869 in the pre- 
sent Post Office Building. In 1908 he sold his business to Frank Maurer, his son-in- 
law who had been in his employ a number of years. Mr. Maurer sold it in 1925. A 
few months later H. J. Nuss from Lancaster opened a jewelry store in the Keneagy 
Building. Jos. Bowman was a watch maker here in 1850." 26. 


PEQUEA WORKS 


"The followers of Izaak Walton have kept the Pequea Works in operation. 
Some of the time they have employed as high as 150 employees and then sent work 
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out to be done in the homes, especially when they had Government orders. Owned 
in 1907 by Edwin Brown and H. C. Kaufman and later by H. C. Kaufman alone. 
Now owned by Donald Z. Espenshade." 26. 


INDUSTRIES 


"Jacob Barr born in Strasburg owned the limestone quarries in Quarryville. 
These were in the Barr family as early as 1820. In 1858 alone over 600,000 bushels 
of lime were burned and hauled out of Quarryville." E&E. 

"The Nickel Mines N. E. of Strasburg had many owners. Originally mined 
for copper, but it didn't pay. Later they mined the nickel and at the time was the 
only mickel mines in the United States. When Joseph Wharton Esq. of Philadelphia 
bought the mines, the ore was hauled by hores and teams to Philadelphia to be re- 
fined but later just to Gap when it was freighted, on the railroad. Mr. Jonas Simp- 
son whose father had charge of the farm toldof the fine draft horses they had and that 
they hired about 150 people." 

The Eby Iron Mines, two and a half miles southof Strasburg, early 19th cen- 
tury. Also the Refton Iron Mine in 1845 owned by Daniel Herr. 

"Michael Reyner's gun barrel factory stood on the run, the boundary line be- 
tween Pequea Townships." Hiller. 

"Oil factories pressed flaxseed oil and was generally used. Castor oil was 
also made." Hiller. 

"John Yentzner operated a stocking weavery until about 1815." Hiller. 

"John Rehm operated a stocking weavery in 1830-1850, also Joseph Cassel 
in 1850." 26. 

"Jacob Hildebrand wiites, "From the most authentic records; the first mill 
erected in Lancaster County was on the Pequea Creek about one mile N. W. of the 
Borough of Strasburg. Along the Strasburg-Millport turnpike and known for many 
years as John Musselman's. Built by Martin Kendig about 1720. He sold 530 acres 
together with the waterrights and grist mill to Emanuel Herrin November 1725. This 
mill was converted into a roller mill by Kendig and Pugh in 1896. Previous to this 
people had to go to Wilmington, Deleware for their flour which took three days to 
go and come." Dr. Klein. (Mrs. Herbert Long was the daughter of Mr. PuGb IN 

"A. Herr operated a steam flour mill here in 1863." 26. 

As late as 1830 there were weaver shops using two to six looms. 

Tanneries were in action. There was a paper mill in Conestoga Township. 

"George Diffenbaugh conducted a tannery here in 1850." 26. 

First tobacco leaf plants in the County in Strasburg. 

Valley Machine Shop one mile South of Strasburg. Inventor 1870 had 20 
patents on machines relating to agriculture and the railroads. 

Cigar Manufacturing - Jas. R. Hildebrand and John N. Goodman, under the 
name of Hildebrand & Co. 

"Daniel Morley, Jacob Pfoutz, John Stacey, Wm. Stahl, Dan Wiley all oper- 
ated brickyards about 1850." 26. 

"Broom makers were Uriah Harting 1850, Mr. Howett 1870 and Samuel Kurtz." 

"Choir makers were John Murdock and David Reese about 1850." 26. 

"Contractors, Isaac Hull, John Hull, James Tumville 1850, Miller F. Book. 

Martin L. Kreider 1907-1922, Harry Ulrich 1908, Benj. J. Hull 1923, Howard 
Johnston 1923." 26. Today we have Frank W. Herr, Abram H. Metzler and Roy 
Zimmerman. 

"Foundry, George Diffenbaugh 1840-1850." 26. 

"Hatters, John Connelly, Elias Rohrer, and Thos. Cropton all of 1850 and 
1850.26. 

"Milliners, Mrs. Ralston 1830-1850, Mrs. Russel 1850, Miss Ann Black 1865." 

"Millwright, Abram Metzler 1850." 26. 

"Picture Galleries, Jacob Hoffman 1854, J. K. Andrews 1902-1905, Fannie 
Andresw 1905-1912." 26. 
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"Painters and Paper Hangers, Simon Eckman 1896 still carried on by his son, 
Clair. Inbusiness now Geo. M. Groff, decorator and painter, Jerre L. Groff, Ralph 
H. Mitchell. 
J. K. Andrews 1902-1908. Christian J. Groff, now 90 years old and con- 
ducting a furniture repair shop, and Harry F. Huber 1913." 26. 
"Pump maker, Jacob Hull 1850." 26. 
"Saddlers, Jas. McPhail 1850, A. M. Herr 1877-1896, Edgar Herr 1896- 
1905, |. N. Bachman 1899." 26. 
"Shoe makers, Jacob Rohrer 1830-1870, John Paul 1850, Z. Thomas 1924." 
"Shear factory 1916-1922 N. Jackson Street." 26. 
* "Tailors, Norman Waidley 1850, John McCalister 1850, Amos Cochron." 26. 
"Tobacco dactories and dealers, Dr. Jos. Brackbill 1880-1885, ie Andrews 
1890-1910 where P. O. is, B. M. Mowery 1892, D. M. Aument 1898, M. H. Ranck 
1900 and still doing business) Lorillard & Co. 1916-1923." 26. 
"Wagon Makers, Samuel Aument 1830-1840, Wm. Guiles 1850, Henry Aument 
1850, Daniel Marrow 1850." 26. 
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MARKETS OLD AND NEW 


Pequea Valley has always been known for its fine farms and the fine cattle, 
poultry, eggs, grain, fruit and produce raised on them. The farmers best known to 
the housewife were the truckers who supplied the overloaded tables of the county 
with the finest of fruits from their ownorchards, grapes and berries, melons and vege- 
tables. 

"In our locality the names of George and Joseph Graham, Philip Ficthner, 
John Mowrer, Edgar Herr, Amos Denlinger, Jacob Yunninger, Enos Herr, Cavid Mc 
Guigan John Munson, Henry Eyman and Wm. Dearoff were well known as men who 
attended the curb market around the square in Lancaster. Some of these men had 
their specialities along with the regular farm produce. The Grahams produced a fine 
variety of all kinds of fruits including berries and grapes. Most of all them had re- 
gular customers each season for black raspberries by the crate for jeelies and jams. 
Edgar Herrand Amos Denlinger specialized in canteloupes and watermelons. In sum- 
mer they took horses at a hotel, the men would lie down on the hay mow and try to 
get forty winks before it was time to market their produce. The women would lie 
down in the wagons, if there was room, until four A. M. the next morning when they 
would put their produce gut forsdle. The customers would already be, there and they 
had no trouble in selling out in little time. 

Most of the county for the last two generations have enjoyed the eight row 
corn which George Graham introduced. Just who crossed this corn we do not know, 
but Mrs. Geo. Graham was given a fewkernels by her mother, Mrs. John Yunninger, 
who had been given a few kernels by Amos Shaubach. Who crossed it? Maybe the 
bees. It was a great advance in sweetcorn at that time and is still good corn today. 
All these truckers had large families who cultivated the crops and helped gather the 
fruitsand produce. Most of these children live inand around Strasburg." Mrs. Jonas 
Simpson (Minnie Graham). 

Those who later attended Lancaster markets were: Musser Herr, Produce; 
Amos Ranck Sr., Geo. Strubel, Fruits, Berries and Produce; Milton Barge, Eggs and 
Produce; Adam Esbenshade, Produce; Elmer Harsh, Produce; Jesse Grotf, Produce; 
Walter G. Himmelreich, Eggs and Produce. 

John Stauffer raises poultry and sells dressed poultry and eggs in this area. 

Raymond Sangrey with from 2 to 3 thousand laying hens wholesales and retails 
some in this area. 

Leroy Book has several thousand layers at-his place on Hartman Bridge Road. 

Lloyd Barge attended the Philadelphia markets tor years with poultry, eggs 
and produce. 

Paul Rowe attends the Central market in Lancaster, also the Philadelphia 
markets with fruit and produce. Omar Good. 
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Walter M. Rohrer has attended the Philadelphia market for years and caters 
to the elite trade by not showing anything but choice fruits, poultry, eggs, produce 
and flowers. 

Omar Goodand his wife, Mable, have attended the markets for years in Lan- 
caster, now at the Fulton market. Their stand is ashow place in season with peaches 
and apples from their orchards, berries and produce. Mable has baked as many as 
1500 dozen cookies at Christmas. Trhough the winter, cookies, apple dumplings, 
pies, potato salad, cabbage slaw, macaroni salad may be had at their stall. 

Aaron Harnish for many years attended the Philadelphia markets but now has 
a fine store on Route 730 going into Lancaster. 

The Esbenshade Turkey Farm, just outside of Strasburg, have raised thousands 
of turkeys and sold them all over the country. 

The Eby Orchards have supplied people of this area with fine peaches and 
apples for a couple of generations. 

Edward Fichtner supplies us with the finest of cultivated blueberries, straw- 
berries black raspberries, peaches and apples from his own farm and orchards. 

Richard Witmer supplies this area also with peaches and apples. 


CATTLE 


The country as a whole and especially thisarea is much better informed as to 
the good qualities of a cow than was the Rev. Robert Smith, pastor of the Pequea 
Presbyterian Church in the early days. One of his neighbors, a Quaker, who wanted 
to show his appreciation for many kindnesses he had received from the Reverand, asked 
Mr. Smith to look over his head of cowsand whicheverone he selected would be his. 
Pastor Smith said, no, that ha had been glad to be of service. But the Quaker would 
not be put off and insisted that he select a cow. The Pastor looked over the cows and 
seeing a very small brown cow thought it couldn't be so costly and probably would be 
the one least missed so that one he selected. The Quaker delivered the cow to the 
Reverend's home. The cow was a jersey, the only one in the herd. 

It would seem that no farmer should be misinformed today on the best strains 
of cows today and the latest points on good husbandry. The lines of a cow and its 
ancestors, tell a lot of the quantity of milk a cow will give and the butter content. 
Many farmers still favor a herd of Holsteins with a few Guernseys to bring up the 
butter content that the milk dealers insist upon. More farmers each year are pro- 
ducing pure bred cattle, many starting their herds with pure bred heifers and with 
artificial semination finally get a beautiful herd. 

"Our County agent and hisassistants encourage the members of the 4-H Clubs 
to raise pure bred calves and forthe year 1960 Carol and Kenneth Reese, Linda, Paul 
and John Welkall won prizes for theirpure bred calves. Mr. Victor Palstow advises 
the boys and girls with the raising of the calves. Mr. Michael Smith is the advisor 
of raising beef cattle and Mr. Harry Sloat has been a marvelous help to the farmers 
and the 4-H Clubs with their problems of poultry." Leroy Welk. 

Raymond Witmer has a herd of pure bred Guernseys and is interested in that 
Association. 

Chester Hess also has a fine herd of Guernsey cows. 

Mowery Frey, Furry H. Frey and Leroy Welkall have herds of pure bred Hol- 
steins. 

Marvin Eshelman is a large dealer in buying and selling cattle. 

Many farmers raise tobacco for a cash crop and with the grasses and grains 
they grow put the finishing touches on feeder steers for marketing. ' 


THE STRASBURG RAILROAD (Donald E. L. Hallock) 


In the mid-1820's the state of Pennsylvania chartered the Philadelphia and 
Columbia Railroad Co., which was authorized to build a track from the city of Phila- 
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delphia to a junction with the Susquehanna Canal at the Lancaster County town of 

Columbia, Pa., a distance of about 80 miles. 

) Since the money was supplied by the Commonwealth, the surveys started at 
once, and track laying was begun at the Philadelphia and in about 1829. 

By late 1831 the surveyors had staked out the entire route, and the grading 
crews were backing their way to Lancaster. 

Gloom fell over the town of Strasburg, which saw the end of a prosperous 
trade with the waggoners, and more gloom descended when it was discovered that 
even the railroad by-passed the town by several miles. 

Accordingly, meetings were held, interested businessmen were contacted, 
and even though most of the promoters had probably never seen a railroad, they peti- 
tioned the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Pa. for the right to build their own 
short line railroad to connect with the state-owned Philadelphia and Columbia R. R. 
On June 9, 1832, a charter was issued to this pioneer group to build the five mile 
Strasburg Railroad, and transportation history began. 7 

The charter (which remains to this day the basis for operation) was all written 
in terms of horse-drawn equipment. The proprietors were authorized to build "one or 
more tracks on a right-of-way 3 rods in width", and were further permitted to allow 
any person whose cars or wagons would fit the track to use the rails for transportation 
of goods or people on payment of certain tools which were set by law. 

The line was to start at the "Public House of Jacob Hoover", (the Old Swan 
Hotel, still standingat the intersection of Millerstreet and Lancaster Ave.), thence 
up the center of the Main Street to the east end of the Borough, thence by the short- 
est and best route to a junction with the P. and C. R. R. at or near Paradise, Pa. 

By 1834, a report made to the State Legislature listed 22 stockholders, who 
owned a total of 723 shares of stock. Poor's Manual of Railroads, and authoritative 
source-book, states that the line was chartered in 1832 and first put in operation in 
okey ah 

More stock was issued in 1851and this additional capital enabled the owners 
to lay heavier railsand purchasea steam locomotive, a passenger coach, and a couple 
of freight cars. 

With steam operation, the old horse trackage down the center of the Main 
Street was abandoned, and the present terminal at the borough line became the end 
of the track. 

For several years the line operated at a loss, and in April of 1859 the stock 
was purchased by Feree Brinton, a direct descendant of the original French Hugenot 
settlers of Paradise, Pa. 

It is interesting to note that on Feb. 22, 1861, Abraham Lincoln's inaugural 
train, on its way from Springfield, II]. to Washington, D. C., via Philadelphia, 
stopped at the Paradise Terminal of the Strasburg, while Lincoln gave a speech to 
what the newspapers of the day described as a "crowd of 5000 people". The Stras- 
burg ran special trains that gala day to take Strasburg natives to hear the new Presi- 
dent. (Lanc. Intell. Feb. 23, 1861.) 

John F. and Cyrus N. Herr purchased controlling interest in 1863. A. M. 
Herr joined the company in 1866. 

Panics plagued the Strasburg throughout its history. The panic of 1873 again 
forced the plucky little line to its knees, and the whole railroad was sold to Thomas 
and Henry Baumgartner for$12,725. In 1876, the road was leased to Isaac Phenegar. 

In 1888 Edward Mussleman took over the operation, and continued until 1898. 
In that year Frank Mussleman bought the remaining stock from the Baumgartners, and 
ran the line until 1918, when State Senator John G. Homsher purchased the mill and 
railroad. At his death, in 1938, the line passed to his two sons Fred L. and John E. 
Homsher. . 

The Strasburg, still operating, but on its last gasp, was purchased in 1958 by 
a group of 24 men who immediately started to restore the ancient track, and to pur- 
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chase antique equipment, typical of the turn of the century. Today, the 129 year 
old Strasburg Railroad is not only America's oldest short-line railroad, but over its: 
ancient rails, operate the half-century old wooden coaches and coal burning loco- 
motive of the last, regularly scheduled, standard gauge steam passenger train in the 
United States. 

"The Road to Paradise, "as the Strasburg is known today, is essentially a liv- 
ing page out of yesterday. 


TRANSPORTATION 


"]754-First stages to Philadelphia, Pa." E&E. 

"1793-Stages from Lancaster to Philadelphia, Monday-Wednesday and Friday. 
One way took a day." E&E 

"1796-April 16, John Riley advertised stage leaving Fountain Inn,” Lancaster 
every Monday at 5 a.m. by way of Strasburg and West Chester, arriving in Philadel - 
phia the next day at 1 p.m. Fare $3.14 lb. luggage." E&E. 

"1809-David Barnum advertised his new stage line would start from the Golden 
Swan, Lancaster, Monday morning at 5 a.m. and arrive athis hotel at 6th & Chestnut 
Sts., Philadelphia the same afternoon. They carried the mail." E&E. 

"A stagecoach left the Red Lion Market house in Philadelphia at 6:30 a.m. 
for Lancaster, Pa. Fare $2.00." E&E. 

"After the Philadelphia-Lancaster turnpike was in use, the stage line was 
enormous and the patronage so great that all the patrons could not be accommodated. 
The stages laid over 20 minutes at Amos Slaymaker's Publick House at Salisbury to 
change horses and the passengers enjoyed the best food along the way. The Cones- 
togas stopped at Col. Kennedy's Inn which was also noted for its good food."Klein 
There were 62 Inns and Publick Houses between Lancaster and Philadelphia. Aver- 
aging two toa mile. 

"Louis Suter operated a stage line between Lancaster and Strasburg by way 
of Lampeter; also anotheralong the Strasburg Pike to Lancaster, a third between Stras- 
burg and Quarryville and a fourth between Strasburg and Intercourse. 

All stages going into Lancaster stopped at the Court House or the Leopard Hotel 
on E. King St. (Weber Hotel) About 1875 Suter sold his line to B. F. Sides who, we 
understand continued only the two stages to Lancaster. Norman Waidley next took 
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the stage line over. Driving to and from Lancaster each day did not interfere with 
his son, Walter, who only kept it three months. It was sold to John Hively in 1896. 
For five years he conducted the two routes to Lancaster; one through Wheatland and 
Fertility and the other by way of Lampeter, both being driven alternately by Hiram 
Stoutzenbergerand Hively himself. During this time he hada very profitable business 
accommodating fifteen or sixteen persons daily. He carried newspapers for people 
along the route. For years he hauled all the freight for the towns through which he 
passed. In 1901 the stage route through Lampeter was bought and moved to Reading. 
Wayne Burkey bought the one on the Strasburg pike. This only continued for a few 
months as the trolley soon came to displace the stage." 26. 

"February 4, 1901-Permission granted to the Lancaster, Lampeter and Stras- 
burg R. R. Co. to build a trolley line and track through the Borough." Borough Or- 
dinance. 

"This company brought its first car into the Swan Hotel in December 1901." 

"May 4, 1903-Complaints have been made about the speed of the trolley cars 
through the Borough. Conestoga Traction Co. ordered not to run cars faster than 8 
miles per hour through the Borough." Borough Ordinance. 

Last trolley ran Monday, April 11, 1932. Bus service began April 12, 1932. 

The 1830's wasan eraof great expansion in transportation. Canals were being 
constructed which connected with railways, roads wer e improved and its having been, 
demonstrated that a steam engine could pull more than its weight on iron rails, the 
state legislatures were being sought for railway charters. A time of over expansion. 

"The first official train from Columbia to Philadelphia, Pa., was on April 16, 
1834. It took eight hours to make the trip and cost $14.50 one way of which the 
engineer and his attendants received $4.00." Dr. Klein. 

"Matthias W. Baldwin's first contract was with the Philadelphia-Germantown 
Road. Work was finished on its trial trip in 1832. The engine proved a success and 
weighed five tons and sold for $3500. In 1834 he constructed his third engine for the 
Penna. State Line running from Philadelphia to Columbia; weighing 17,000 Ibs. and 
drew at one time 19 loaded cars. Mr. Baldwin was an Elder in a Presbyterian Church 
of Philadelphia." Dr. Klein. 

"The Strasburg Railroad was started in 1832 but owing to lack of funds was not 
completed until 1852. The charter allowed them to connect withthe Penna. R. R. at 
Leaman Place. This road changed hands several times." 26. This road has now enter- 
ed ona new "sight seeing" adventure, The Road to Paradise, and is at present very 
popular. A large shed has been built where many antique pieces of railroad equip- 
ment may be seen right outside of the Borough. 


UTILITIES 


"October 22, 1883-Lamp Committee reported lamps would soon be on hand 
and would be put up in a few days. Sealed proposals invited for the filling, lighting 
and cleaning the 26 lamps for six months of 24 nights each month. Lamp Committee 
to purchase the coal oil. Chas. Wenger received the contract for $45. C.R. Ken- 
eagy was the lowestbidder to supply 3 barrels of coal oil at 13 centsa gallon. John 
Maynardand John Hunter became the lamp lighters at $60 a year. Three more lamps 
were installed." Borough Ordinance. 

"March 7, 1898-Permission granted to L. J. Bair to supply electric current 
in the Borough." Borough Ordinance. 

"Electricity first supplied to the Washington House, Saddler Shop and Drug 
Store in 1898. This plant was in back of the Washington House and was moved to 
Edisonville where the Edisonville Electric Co. supplied all the needs of Strasburg, 
Quarryville and vicinity." 26. 

"November 2, 1903-Electric lights installed in Borough. Contract given to 
L. J. Bair to light the town at $12.50 per light." Borough Ordinance. 

"In 1923 the Edisonville Electric Co. sold out to the Edison Electric Co." 26 


68 


"September 7, 1908-L. J. Bair granted a franchise to establish, erect and 
operate a telephone plant i in the Borough." Borough Ordinance. 

"The Strasburg Telephone Co. supplied telephone service to its subscribers in 
1910. It operated three years when it a3 d out to the Bell Telephone Co." 26. 


NOTABLES 


"James Buchanan, Fifteenth President of the United States. 

Graduate of Dickinson College in 1809. 

Studied law under Jas. Hopkins Esq. Admitted to Bar in 1812. 

Member of the Dragoons and marched to Baltimore in 1812. 

Elected Member of the House of Representatives, Penna. 

Elected to Congress and served until 1831. 

President Jacoson appointed him Minister to Russia in 1832. 

After returning from Russia served as Senator for ten years. 

Secretary of State under Polk. 

President Pierce appointed him Minister to England where he received degree 
of Doctor of Civil law along with Alfred Tennyson. Returned from London 1856. 

Within two months of his return from England he was nominated for President 
of the United States. 

When Lincoln was elected, Mr. Buchanan returned to Lancaster and told the 
people, when | parted from Mr. Lincoln, on introducing him to the executive Mansion 
according to custom, | said to him, "If you are as happy, my dear Mr. Lincoln, on 
entering this house as | am on leaving it and returning home, you are the happiest 
man in the country." Dr. Klein. 

"Thaddeus Stevens, "THE GREAT COMMONER" -Came to Lancaster from Getty- 
sburg in 1842. He had already been a member of the Lower Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania as a member of the Whig Party. } 

: Elected to Congress by the Whigsin 1848 and wasat once anaggressive foe to 
slavery. 

Chairman of Waysand Means Committee during the Civil War. Able Counsel - 
lor to Lincoln. Presented the resolution to Congress to impeach Andrew Johnson, 
president of the United States of high crime and misdemeanors in office. After three 
days the resolution passed but Mr. Stevens was brokenin health. A monthafter Con- 
gress adjourned in the summer of 1868, Thaddeus Stevens was dead. 

"A noted historian recently said, "In the Congress of the United States from 
the time of its first office, Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, to this day, there was 
just one man, who, when he occupied a seat in that body, held more power than any 
man in Government. That man was Thaddeus Stevens." Dr. Klein. 

In Lancaster County district, the Primary election for Congressman had been 
fixed for the endof the week at whose beginning Thaddeus Stevens had died. Every 
vote out of respect was cast for Thaddeus Stevens." Dr. Klein. 

He lies in the cemetery in the heart of Lancaster. 

"He left money to erect, endow and institution for the relief and education 
of homeless, indigent orphans. With this money asa nucleus, and with additional 
subscriptions and State Pea the Thaddeus Stevens Industrial School was erected 
and still carries on." . Klein. 


Robert Fulton was born in Lancaster County on November 14, 1765. In 1807 

he perfected the steamboat and in September of that year the Clermont made a suc- 

ty voyage at the rate of five miles an hour from New York to Albany and back." 
. Klein. 


THE SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY OF STRASBURG 


) "By 1791a Scientific Society wasorganized. At its first meetingon Novem- 
| ber 11, John Shippen delivered the opening address and the Rev. Nathaniel W. Sample 
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D. D. was elected President. It is supposed that the Society met at the Washington 
House, Golden Swan Hotel or the Publick House, which stood where the bank now stands 
owned by John Funk, an active member. Funds for organizing and carrying on the 
work were obtained by selling shares of stock in the Association. The Society lasted 
twelve years and was dissolved February 5, 1803." Class 26. 

" John Funk owned a considerable amount of landin Strasburg. He was called 
"innkeeper" for Strasburg Townshipand was chosen Librarian of the Scientific Society. 
Although he was an artist and millwright, he found time to build a flying machine 
which did not prove successful." Class 26. 

"The Lancaster Sunday News of May 2, 1943 states, W. B. Bishop, then 98, 
and still active in History and Education states that Priestly not only lived in Stras- 
burg and spoke to the local scientists but also corresponded with the scientists for a 
number of years." 

"Dr. Joseph Priestly was storm stayed during the winter in Strasburg. The 
roads being in very bad shape those days. Priestly lived ina little house just below 
the Presbyterian Church on S. De Catur St." "Harris, in his Biographical History, 
credits the tradition that Priestly lived for nearly half a year in a little log house on 
S. Decatur Street just three doors south of the Presbyterian Church. He even tells 
who owned the house." 

"Mr. Priestly organized the Unitarian Church in Philadelphia, Pa. and was 
close friends with Benj. Franklin, Thos. Jefferson and others. Benj. Franklin had 
organized the American Philosophical Society held at Philadelphia, and many of his 
experiments were worthwhile. In the February 29, 1960 issue of Life Magazine, 
Franklin ina letter written by him in London to his friend Dr. Rush in Philadelphia 
in 1773 states, "I shall communicate your judicious remark to my friend, Dr. Jos. 
Priestly, discoverer of oxygen." He knew Priestly before he came to America." 


Mr. Priestly sometime after 1794 built a homeand laboratory in Northumber- 
land, his interest in gasses really began while he was living next door toa brewery. 
He trapped the bubbles that arose from the fermentation vats. It was with this gas he 
made carbonated water which won him amedal of honor and an invitation to join the 
Royal Society of London. He had many honors. He died in 1804. The Borough of 
Northumberland owns the home as a Museum." Philadelphia Sunday Inquirer. 


THE OLD COUNTRY BAND 
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STRASBURG'S BANDS 


"Strasburg's first band was begun by John Schellingin 1866. In°1876, in con- 
junction with the Christmas Band which Mr. Schelling had also organized. They play- 
ed at the Centennial at Philadelphia, Pa. 

Other Bands were the Citizens Band-in 1881, The Good Templars Band in 
1885 by E. B. Schelling, son of John. In 1896 Henry Tillbrook organized another 
Band. All these bands ih oe to exist on account of its members moving away. 

During World War #1 John L. Shroy and E. B. Schelling worked out a plan 
for starting a Band. It proved very successful and continued for several years under 
the direction of Howard Johnston." Class 26. 


The Old Country Band by John L. Shroy 


| mean the Band of olden times when you and | were boys, 
When music, to be sweet to us, must down all other noise, 
When martial airs entranced our ears, and every feeling tired, 
When uniforms with golden braid were all our hearts desired. 


Oh, how those fellows marched about on every holiday; 

The Square was filled with magic sweet, the streets with bright array. 
The town fold stood upon their steps, the country folks discreet 

With horses prancing to the tunes, drove up some other street. 


The boys, you can guess, -we will not try and hide it, 
Whenever that old band was out, we fellows marched beside it. 
We kept the step the band-men did, and kept it quite as well, 
And always held our corner up when it was time to yell. 


Perhaps they made some discords, -perhaps the side-horns blew 
About three times as strong and loud as they, by right, should do; 
Perhaps the cymbals didn't clang exactly with the bass, 

Perhaps the "B flats", missed some notes and tooted out of place. 


But what cared we when we were boys? -to our uncultured breast, 
"The Girl | Left Behind Me" was as good as Sousa's best. 

Our little backs would strighten up, our thoughts would soar away, 
The Acme of our earthly bliss- to play a horn some day. 


I've heard full many bands since then, and paid to get a seat, 

I've heard them play their loudest airs, and softly, sadly sweet; 
But never has my being thrilled with rapture more complete, 

Than when | heard old Strasburg Band go marching down the street. 


"John Shroy, Strasburg's only noted Poet, was the youngest son of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Shroy who lived at 122 S. Decatur St. He was a graduate of the Strasburg 
High School, Millersville Normal School and the University of Penna. In his pro- 
fession he was known as the "School-Master" Poet or "James Whitcomb Riley" in 
Philadelphia where he taught. He later became Philadelphia District Supt. in the 
Northeastern section of the city. He was an active Founder of the Strasburg Alumni 
Association. He wrote for many newspapersand magazines. In his book "Be a Good 
ah Goodbye" we find he didn't forget Strasburg in his poem "Down by Old Pequea." 
Class 26. 

Mrs. Chester Conrad who shared with me the book of poems he gave her and 
inscribed her name on the fly leaf said, "As soon as John Shroy would come into his 
pois and situnder the tree all the children wouldbe watching and would gather round 

im. He was so kind to us. Would take all of us to see the parades and the circuses 
that came to town." The book is dedicated-to his mother. 
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First stanza of "Be a Good Boy, Goodbye." 


How oft in my dreams | go back to the day, 
When | stood at the old wooden gate, 

And started to school in full battle array, 

Well armed with a primer and slate. 

And as the latch fell | thought myself free, 
And gloried, | fear, on the sly, 

'Till | heard a kind voice that whispered to me; 
"Be a Good Boy, Goodbye." 
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BRIDGE (PEQUEA) 


THE HONORABLE JOHN G. HOMSHER 


The late Honorable John G. Homsher was the publisher of the Strasburg Weekly 
News and legal blanks and was a delegate to the Republican State Convention of 1897 
and 1898. He wasserving his sixteenth year as Justice of the Peace whenhe resigned 
at the time of his election to the House of Representativesin 1900. He was re-elected 
in 1902and 1906. He waselected to the Senate in 1908 and servedin that body con- 
tinuously until his death. He was President pro tempore during Regular Sessions of 
1925 and 1935. He died September 13, 1938. Mr. Homsher was born on Hartman 
Bridge Road, the first house on the right after crossing the creek from Strasburg. 

The Newspaper office for many years was the meeting place of people inter- 
ested in the Republican Party, also the place where people went tohave legal matters 
attended to, insurance and general information and help. 


FREDERICK L. HOMSHER 


Frederick L. Homsher was born in Strasburg on November 19, 1885, son of 
John G. Homsher. Graduate of the Strasburg High School, class of 1902. His various 
endeavors consisted of working for his father at the Strasburg News office, working 
in the accounting Dept. of the Penna. R. R. Co., clerk in the First National Bank 
of Strasburg. In 1915 he accepted a position with the State Dept. of Banking and 
for 12 years wasa state banking examiner. He was appointed Trustee to close up the 
affairs of the already closed North Penn Bank of Philadelphia. In 1920 he became 
trust officer and Vice President of the Lancaster Trust Co. and continued until the 
closing of the bank in 1932. 
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Upon the death of his father he succeeded him as State Senator which office 
he held continuously until his death. He was Chairman of the Education Committee 
and Vice Chairman of the Public Health and Welfare Committee, Appropriations, 
Judiciary General Local Government and Rules Committee. 

In business he was associated withhis brother, John E. Homsher, in the grain, 
coal and lumber business and was also publisher of the Strasburg Weekly News from 


1938-1950. He died May 3, 1950 of a heart failure. 


HERBERT MILLEN 


Herbert Millen was the first Negro to enter Strasburg HighSchool from which 
he was graduated in 1906. He was a graduate of Lincoln University and received his 
law degree at the University of Pennsylvania . 

He began his practice of law in Philadelphia, Pa., where he was active in 
legal, political and welfare affairs. In 1932 he served under Governor Gifford Pin- 
chot as Deputy State Atty. General. 

He was Pennsylvania's first negro judge and at the time of his death was Muni- 
cipal Judge for the city of Philadelphia, Pa. Until 1951 he owned the property on 
Main Street now occupied by Morris Hicks, and spent many summers here. 

a In 1956 he was the main speaker at the dedication of Lampeter-Strasburg High 
School. 

Governor James H. Duff in 1947 appointed Mr. Millen to the bench. In 1949 
he was elected to a 10 year term; polling more votes thanany other of the four judges 
elected that year. On the bench he worked chiefly in the Juvenile Division. In 
1957 he asked for and received a transfer to another division. 

Judge Millen was an Elder and member of the Reeves Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia, Pa. Judge Millen died while ona trip in San Francisco on 
July 25, 1959. Aged 69. 


As Strasburg had so much trouble keeping the horses and wagons off the side- 
walks perhaps they had trouble with horse racing in the streets also as Philadelphia 
did. "In Colonial times, Philadelphia was noted for its horse racing. Wm. Penn is 
said tohave encouraged importation of racing stock from England. These were mainly 
pacers, as trotters and runners were considered "plebian." Penn's interest abated 
when the Society of Friends protested. It requested "a check be put on horse racing 
which begets swearing, making noise and public hooting and uncivil riding on the 
streets." The Colonial horse races used the city's thoroughfares, both for big events 
and private contests betweenowners. Because a popular course used Sassafras Street, 
it eventually came to be called Race Street. Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine-March 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 


The most ancient hymn of the Primitive Church 150 years after the apostles 
was "Shepherd of Tender Youth, Guiding in love and truth etc." Written in Greek. 

"Ministers salaries were paidin the early days in hemp, tobacco, linen, grain 
yarn or cloth or whatever was at hand." Rev. wm. Barton 1732. 

As early as the beginning of the eighteenth century laws existed in some of 
the colonies requiring every family to be furnished with a Bible. In 1777 it was brought 
before the Ist Congress, the destitution of the Bible throughout the country; on account 
of the war and not being able to get Bibles from Holland or Scotland. In 1788 Mr. 
Collins, a Quaker and printer of the first newspaper in New Jersey, issued an octavo 
New Testament. The Wuarto Edition of the Bible was issued in 1791. 

"In 1832 there were 211 Presbyterian congregations in this country, 15,000 
members, 85 ministers, 2 foreign missionaries, 18 itenerant ministers:" Presbyterian 
Church by the Rev. John Krebs D. D. 

"In January 1837, application was made for the use of a churchof school house 
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for Chas. C. Burleigh to lecture on the subject of slavery. The request was refused. 
Shortly afterwards through the influence of Geo. Hoffmanand A. H. Hood, permission 
was granted to use the little brick schoolhouse on Jackson Street. On the evening of 
the lecture Daniel Gibbons and hisson, Joseph, of Bird-in-Hand brought Mr. Burleigh 
to Strasburg. There was so much feeling upon the subject that after the lecture it was 
found that the linch pins were removed from the wheels of their carriage, and it was 
considered prudent to have an escort for Messrs. Burleigh and Gibbons from town. 
Geo. Hoffman was clerk in Jas. Whitehill's store and afterwards bought it himself. 
He was the first Justice of the Peace and was elected to the Legislature in 1827. 

Church discipline was very active in the early churches. A minister whose 
wife had done something which he considered wrong on Saturday refused to allow her 
to take communion the following Sunday." M. O. 

"In 1733 a Mrs. Sample was the only Englishsettler in Strasburg." Mombert's 
History of Lancaster County. 

"One colored man resided in Strasburg in 1870." Hoffman. 

"In 1723 the Newcastle Presbytery rebuked, suspended and deposed one of its 
members for violating the Lord's Day by washing himself in the "crick". M. O. 

"In 1741 the Donegal Presbytery suspended two ministers for intemperance, 
the record says "they drank more than was necessary." M. O 


THE RETREAT 


Since the union of the two Presbyterian Assemblies, the Old Covenanter's 
Church at Middle Octorara was brought into our family. They were members of the 
Associate Reformed Church or Seceders in 1858 and thus became United Presbyterians. 

"No one knows when these Scotsmen came to our shores but they settled in the 
Middle Octorara Neighborhood and worshipped alternate Sabbaths in the Middle 
Octorara Presbyterian Church until a corner of the Middle Octorara Church Farm 
was transferred to themin 17540n which they built the stone church whichstill stands. 
The frame section was built and used as an Academy to instruct the youths in that 
area. The Rev. John Cuthbertson the first Covenanter minister in America was their 
pastor. This church distributed tokens to the deserving souls who would participate 
in the Communion. When the congregation dwindled to a number not sufficient to 
finance the church, the church was closed and the members found their way in other 
congregations. 

An old paper dated March 4, 1744 gives an account that, "a general meeting 
of the Commissioners from the different societies in Pennsylvania was held. On the 
arrival of Mr. Cuthbertson many of the societies had their own "Tents", where they 
met to worship in 1751. 

It took Mr. Cuthbertson 45 days to cross to America. 

The length of their service was about four hours. But there is an account of 
anotherone a little longer. "After communion tokens were distributed; the ones who 
partook of communion were exhorted again anda prayer followed. Then they all 
sang a partof the 103rd Psalm. After aninterval of thirty minutes a sermon was again 
preached inthe afternoon. The entire service of that Communion Sabbath was almost 
nine hours." M. O, 

"Better than 900 Hessians were captured in Washington's successful attack at 
Trenton, N. J.on December 26, 1776. Before nightfall of the same day Washington 
was back in Penna. and gathered his prisoners in and around the jail at Newtown. 
A few days later the Hessians were marched to Lancaster, Pa. by way of Philadelphia 
where they were paraded through the streets to inspire the citizenry. Lancaster was 
the first and one of the most important prisoner of war centers of the American Re- 
volution having been used as early as October 1775. In addition, prison camps were 
set upinother places in Chester, Berks and Lancaster counties where military prisoners 
were ordered employed by ironmasters in the making of ammunition. After the war 
many of the Hessian prisoners remained here, settling in a German community in 
Pennsylvania." Philadelphia Sunday Inquirer March 12, 1961. 3 
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"During the Rebellion (The Civil War) people of this area could not obtain 
sugar. Many grew their own sugar cane and took it to be crushed to Iva where a 
crusher then stood on the present site of the Amish school. The growing of sugar cane 
stopped as soon as sugar could be obtained." Scrapbook of Mrs. Geo. Graham. 

"The Amish wrote Wm. Penn as earlyas May 20, 1718, against paying taxes. 
Scrapbook of Mrs. Geo. Graham. 

"About 1821 patriotism manifested itself by public demonstrations of the mili- 
tary companies throughout the county. Many military organizations including the 
Leacock Phalanx, The Strasburg Independent Blues, The Lancaster County Light Dra- 
goons and a Volunteer Troop of Cavalry." Dr. Klein. 

Many singing schools around the country in 1818. 

"Washington's Diary of July 4, 1791 tells of being entertained by the city of 
Lancaster, celebrating the Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence." Dr. 
Klein. 

"Paradise Hornet records that the "Union Troop of Cavalry" commanded by 
Captain John Moore met at the house of Mr. Isaac Smoker on the turnpike for the 
purpose of celebrating the birthday of American Independence. Where they partook 
of an elegant repast." Dr. Klein. 

"Fourth of July was the great day of the year. Factory bells proclaimed the 
day. Ina little while discharges of cannon and volleys of musketry followed. Then 
martial music and the parades. At one o'clock dinner with copious libations. These 
dinners were usually held at some of the numerous taverns." Dr. Klein. 

"Lafayette usually stayed at State Arms Inn, of which Henry Slaymaker was 
the proprietor. Tradition said that Washington was a guest at the Grape Inn. James 
Buchanan always made the Grape Inn his headquarters." Dr. Klein. 

"On July 27, 1825, Lafayette came to Lancaster and was elaborately enter- 
tained by the people. In the morning of the Halycon day, Gen. Lafayette was met 
in Chester County by a committee of citizens from Lancaster." Dr. Klein. 

"One of the most renowned of hotels of the early days was the old Caldwell 
House now the Brunswick. In the corridor of the Brunswick is a tablet presented by 
the late W . U. Hensel, and unveiled by the Lancaster County Historical Society to 
commemorate the fact that from the balcony of the former hotels on the site Abraham 
Lincoln, Horace Greeley, James Buchanan, Winfield Scott Hancock, and Theodore 
Roosevelt had delivered addresses." Dr. Klein. 

"In 1843 what we know as Paradise Township was separated from Strasburg 
Township." Everts & Stewart. 

"Fulton Hall was formally opened to the public on October 14, 1852. The 
Principle address was made by Judge Hayes in honor of Robert Fulton. Entertainers 
there that people of this locality enjoyed were "Ole Bull" with his matchless violin, 
Joe Jefferson, Booth Barrett, Madame Mojeska, Horace Greeley, Wendel Phillips, 
Sarah Bernhardt and a host of others." Dr. Klein. 

Lancaster was the state capitol from 1799-1812 when it was removed to Harris- 
burg, Pa. The state house then is our Court House now. 

_ “Lame Peter Yeordy was an early settler. Lampeter was named for him as it 
was Lame Peter's Road." E&E. 

"Henry E. Lemon, rifle maker in 1837 made 1000 rifles for a government con- 
tract every year until 1860. They were of the best wrought iron, varnished maple 
stock with silver sights. He changed from flint to percussion." E&E. 

"Army gunsmiths in Lancaster County refusing to make guns would have their 
names inserted in the minutes as enemies of their country. Their tools were taken 
from them and they were not permitted to carry on their trade." Safety Committee. 

"Paul Zantizinger, tailor, furnished 650 uniforms for Anthony Wayne's soldiers 
MWY 7 Zc Et Bn 

"Some of the injured soldiers from the Revolutionary War were brought to Lan- 
caster to be cared for and others sent to Lititz Cloisters." E&E. 
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Amish settlers in Lancaster County in 1810. 

Geo. Ross of Lancaster was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

Benj. West painted portraits in Lancaster and vicinity in 1752. 

David Yanneberger built organs in 1756. Immigrant from Germany. 

Moravian Organ in Lititz used from 1787-1879. 

"The name Bird-in-Hand was brought into this valley by Captain John Brisbane 
of Leacock who commanded the Third Penna. during the dark winterat Valley Forge. 
He was stationed near the Bird-in-Hand Tavern in one of the deep gulches of the en- 
campment." W. U. Hensel. , 

"Mr. Eshelman in his reviewof Conestoga 1715-1729 writes, "William Clark 
in his will gave his wife his estate conditioned on Christian behavior." "Daniel 
Preece in his will gave his daughter a certain share if she marries a Dutchman but 
only a shilling if she marries and Irishman." Dr. Klein. 

"Benedict Arnold married the daughter of Edward Shippen who lived in Lan- 
caster." E&E. 

"Major Andre captured by General Montgomery on November 3, 1775 with 
other officers were prisoners held in Lancaster at the house of Caleb Cope." 

The first Grand Jury in Lancaster drew the name of Samuel Taylor of Strasburg. 
No Germans on the list. The Quakers who served were later read out of meeting. 

"Hans Herrone of the very early settlers was of medium height with long grey 
hair with reddish tints, curled under at the ends and partedin the middle. Had heavy 
brows, dark hazel eyes, acquiline nose, mouth small with rather heavy lips. Com- 
plexion florid and austerity were gracefully blended. He was the central figure of 
the original Mennonite settlement in Lancaster County, both spiritually and personally. 
As Bishop he was responsible for the erection in 1712, between Lampeter and Willow 
Street, of the first Meeting House and School in Lancaster County." Dr. Klein. 

"Comets were formally considered as the forerunners of plagues, famine and 
war; and some have conjectured that they were appointed to demolish planetary worlds, 
and to supply materials again for building them anew. That they were so many hells 
to punish the damned with perpetual viccissitudes of intolerable heat and cold; but 
all is uncertain." The Instructor by Geo. Fisher Printed in 1812. 

"Word arrived that Congress had voted statehood to Oregon Territory. It was 
telegraphed from Washington to St. Louis, the news was then taken by overland mail 
to San Francisco, then by steamboat along the coast and up the Columbia and William- 
ette Rivers to Oregon." N.Y. Times February 14, 1959. 

"Cyrus Rogers Manufactured wool, yarns, satinets, cloth, blankets, and flan- 
nels in Providence Township." Everts & Stewart. 

"H. M. Zook had a woolen mill in Providence Township." Everts& Stewart. 

"All colonies were supposed to raise ten sheep in order to have enough wool 
for weaving all the clothes their family needed during the year. 

" John Houston emigrating fromlreland took upland in the Pequea Valley and 
lived there until his death in 1769. His son Captain Jas. Houston of the Colonial 
Army died at the battle of Paoli. Four other sons served in the Revolutionary War. 
At least fifteen clergymen were descended from John Houston. Anotherson John was 
a Surgeon in the Revolutionary War. He was Grandfather of John Houston pioneer — 
of transportation in Philadelphia. Another grandson, General Samuel Houston elected 
Governor of Tennessee, and he was United States Senator from Texas when the Civil 
War broke out." W. U. Hensel. 

"George Green of Trenton, N. J. who founded the school of Science at 
Princeton married Jas. Kennedy's daughter Anna Maria of Gap." W. U. Hensel. 

"Mrs. John Wanamaker attended a Ladies Seminary in Paradise. Each Sunday 
John Wanamaker would find his way to Paradise, teach a Sunday School class and 
went his way to the Ladies Seminary." O.L. "Dr. Killikely conducted a Ladies 
Seminary in Paradise in 1854." Everts & Stewarts History of Lancaster County. 

"Ellis and Evans state that the Wm. Russels lived in the house east of Duffields 
later owned by the Weaver sisters." We have already stated that Geo. Duffield kept 
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school in the house directly opposite Weaver's Drug Store. If thisis correct then they 
must have lived where Frank A. Horn has his store now. Mrs. Russel did operate a 
millinery store. 

"Frank Musselman and family lived in the house which we know as Shenk's 
Apartment House. He owned and operated the feed mill at the East end of town. 
Before that he owned and operated the feed mill on Pequea Creek where it crosses 
Route #896." Chris Groff. 

"Wm. and Ross Black were cattle dealers and thought nothing of riding as far 
as Illinoisor farther on horseback to buy cattle, which they would drive back to sell 
here. They also sold cattle and other animals in the Philadelphia market." Chris. 
Groff. 

"Frank Eberman printed the "Free Press" in his cellar on E. Main Street." 
Christ Groff. 

"Elias Beam owned the house, the home of the Wurtz's and where the garage 
is the smithy stood, operated by Elias and later by his two sons. 

Wm. Russel's son, Stephen, became the corporation counsel for the city of 
New York at a salary of $16,000 per annum. 

Davis Shirk was Burgess of Strasburg in 1830. 

Dr. Isaac Walker married Miss Black and lived where the Wm. Eagers live 
today. 

Stephen Russel built his mother, a widow, a brick house later occupied by 
Mrs. Harriet Leche. 

Joel Rice, Strasburg, County Surveyor, 1871. 


Reminiscences of Christian J. Groff, born in Bachmantown, May 16, 1870 


"Dr. Musser, an elderly gentlemen who lived where Witmer's Store stands to- 
day." Chris Groff. 

"Frank Bachman, Vet. lived where Mrs. B. F. Yunninger lives today." Chris 
Groff. 

"Ludwig Shroy was a plasterer." Chris Groff. 

"Daniel Potts, Hotel Keepter lived where the Breuninger family later lived 
west of Dr. Prowell." Chris Groff. 

"Ebermans lived in the house where Dr. Prowell's stands today. Ellsworth 
Herr bought the Eberman property, tore the house down andbuilt the red brick house 
we see today." 

"In 1883-84 A. J. Groff and Dr. J. Groff lived about 51 E. Main Street." 

"Hester Breuninger's house was built as a warehouse and the space east of it 
was occupied by Miller Aument's Wagon Shop." 

"Wm. Spenser owned and livedon the farm of which the house.in which Charles 
Mumma and his family live today." 

"Wm. Eager'sapartment house was owned by Mrs. Amelia Gonder (Mrs. Jos.) 
and Mary Schofield lived with her after the rest of the Schofield family had passed 
away. After the Rev. Schofield's death, his widow and two daughters lived on the 
first floor where the Nuss family live today. Miss Agnes Martin , daughter of Dr. 
Josiah Martin lived on the second floor of the same house." 


77 


God is the Lord of History. In the disquieting course of human affairs today, 
with evil forcesarising to disillusion the faithful and darken the fair face of hope, we 
cannot forget thatin some of History's most somber hours, GOD's mighty works have 
justified men's assurance that "The Lord our GOD, the Almighty reigns." (Rev. 19:6) 

We are confident today that, while we cannot decry the course of 
future events, the ruler of all our yesterdays is likewise the Lord of all our tomorrows. 
Despite all that seems to belie it, we are sustained by the faith that GOD is working 
out His purposesin our troubled times. From "A Message to the Nation" of the 17 1st 
General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America." 
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A History of Strasburg by the Graduating Class of 1926. 

History of Leacock Presbyterian Church 1740-1940 by Jay Kaufman. 
Article "The Oldest Families and the American Revolution by Jacob 
Beam, in the above History." 

Ellis and Evans History of Lancaster County. 

Copy of the HOME Newspaper given her by Mr. Merle Lefever son 
of the Editor George N. Lefever. 

Greater Lancaster Paper Editions. 

Catalogue and Circular of the Strasburg Academy founded by the Rev. 
David McCarter A. M. for the years 1851-52. 

John Shroy's book of Poems. 

Lancaster News May 2, 1943. 

Geo. Fisher's Instructor printed in 1812. 
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The Women's Association of the First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg express 
their deep appreciation to Mrs. Charles L. Carson for her untiring efforts in writing 


and compiling this history. 
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